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End of June consistory: ‘We’re
starting to get to know each other’

ROME (OSV NEWS): Cardinals
from across the globe concluded a

two-day extraordinary consistory :
on June 27, noting that Pope Leo :
XIV’s initiative to convene the :
College of Cardinals twice within
six months has already achieved : [i]
a notable result: it has enabled :
the cardinals to become better :

acquainted with one another.

The format for the 26-27 June
meeting brought cardinals togeth- :

er in roundtable discussions, ena-
bling them to hear perspectives

from fellow cardinals from differ- :
ent continents. According to sev- :
eral participants, this approach :
fostered deeper dialogue and a :

sense of unity.

In his closing remarks, Pope :
Leo expressed his intention for
the cardinals to continue meeting :
annually, adding, “what matters -
is not increasing the number of :
gatherings, but learning to expe- :
rience gatherings in which, by lis-
tening to one another, we learn :
together to listen to the Lord.” He
stated that he would announce :
the date of the next consistory lat- :

er this year.

Discussions over the two days :
covered a wide range of criti- :
cal issues: war, poverty, young :
synodali- :
ty, the Church’s social doctrine, :
and Pope Leo’s recent encyclical, :
Magnifica Humanitas. 'The Pope :
entrusted the cardinals with the :
task of implementing the synod’s :
teachings. “Synodality is not a °
series of meetings, nor is it a work-
ing method. It is a spiritual style. :
It arises from encounter, grows :
through listening, and matures :
through discernment. The real :
question is not how many conver- :
sations we will be able to organise, :
but what evangelical quality our :

people, the family,

encounters will have,” he said.

Prior to Pope Leo’s election, :
the last extraordinary consisto- :
ry of cardinals was held in Feb- :
ruary 2014. Pope St John Paul :
II convened six extraordinary :
consistories during his pontifi- :
cate. Pope Francis held one at :

M

© ops on synodality—a process
. approved by Pope Francis just ten

1 © days before his death in March,

4 : and subsequently confirmed by

. Pope Leo. The plan includes pro-
gress assessments at diocesan,
© national, and continental levels
. beginning in 2027, culminating
© in an assembly at the Vatican in
. October of that year.

Mario Cardinal Grech, Sec-

retary General of the Synod of
- Bishops, opened the session by

| © describing synodality as “a mis-

speak to him directly.
Victor Manuel

of homes amounted to
destruction.”

the beginning of his pontificate, :
and Pope Benedict XVI held :
: none, although he did assemble :
the cardinals for closed-door dis- :
cussions during several ordinary :
consistories. Pope Leo has now :
held two—in January and Junc :
this year—combining discussion- :
style roundtables, similar to those :
used during the Synod on Syn- :
odality, with a traditional open :
forum structure, giving individ- :
ual cardinals the opportunity to :

Cardinal :
Fernéndez, prefect of the Dicast- :
ery for the Doctrine of the Faith, :
addressed the cardinals at length :
on Pope Leo’s approach to “just :
war” in the encyclical. He spe- :
cifically mentioned the conflicts :
. in Gaza and southern Lebanon, :
stating that the scale of civil- :
ian deaths, the disproportion- :
ate number of children Kkilled, :
and the widespread destruction
“total :

Cardinal Fernandez also criti- :

“This consistory has
been a precious
moment, but it
must not remain
an isolated event.
Throughout the
Church, we wish
to foster spaces
where the People
of God can listen
to one another...”

cised both Russia and the United :
States for invoking self-defence :
justifications for their involve- :

ment in Middle East conflicts.

Pope Leo X1V addresses cardinals gathered for the opening working session of his second
consistory in the Paul VI Audience Hall at the Vatican June 26. Photo: CNS/Vatican Media

. slonary
| ¢ Grech said, “It helps the Church
© to listen more attentively to the
© questions of humanity, to rec-
© ognise the signs of the times, to
. value the gifts of all, and to dis-
© cern together the steps to be tak-
: en,” adding, “In this way, the
. implementation phase becomes
© a new stage in the reception of
. the Second Vatican Council and
© in the missionary renewal of the
. Church within the concrete reali-
. - ties of ecclesial life.”
. also the very notion of legitimate :
. self-defence must be more clearly :
. defined so that it can be under- :
© stood in its strictest sense,” Car- :
. dinal Fernandez said. “Thus, the :
© very notion of just war must be :
: revised and refined, lest the clas-
© sic criteria for a just war become
© useless and ineffective in today’s :
: world.”
According to a summary from
. the Holy See Press Office, most :
- groups focused on “the profound :
. fractures of our time, between :
. peoples, nations, within socie- :
. ties, and within families them- :
© selves,” and how such divisions :
- cause particular suffering among :
. the poorest, the weakest and the :
. young. Cardinals also highlight- :
* ed the challenge posed by arti-
ficial intelligence, warning that :
it increases the risk of reducing :
human beings to “numbers and :
© statistics.”
“What the encyclical now
adds with regard to the Cate- :
. chism’s teachings on just war is :
that not only the application but :

Cardinal

resource.”

Pope Leo also looked ahead to
an October meeting with presi-
dents of bishops’ conferences and
the heads of Eastern Churches
to discuss marriage and the fam-
ily. He noted that “some fami-
lies will also participate to share
their experiences” and expressed
his hope that “all who attend will

. prepare themselves by listening

attentively and bringing the expe-
riences of families from their own
Churches.”

The pope said, “This consis-
tory has been a precious moment,
but it must not remain an isolated
event. Throughout the Church,
we wish to foster spaces where the
People of God can listen to one
another, pray, discern and walk
together. This is the very essence
of the process of implementing
the Synod.”

He concluded, “This will

. also be the spirit of the upcom-

The consistory’s final session
on Saturday afternoon focused :
on the three-year implementa- :
tion process of the Synod of Bish-

ing meeting dedicated to ‘Amoris
laetitia” and of many other initia-
tives that the Lord will ask us to
undertake.”
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Historical testament to faith, inclusion:

new autobiography of Cardinal Tong

HONG KONG (SE): The Chi-

nese-language autobiography of :
John Cardinal Tong Hon, bishop :
emeritus of Hong Kong, titled :

“The Lord is My Shepherd” [F

A, published by the Cath- :

olic Truth Society and the Holy

Spirit Study Centre, was offi- :

cially launched on June 28 at the
Catholic Diocese Centre.

Together with the cardinal’s :
carlier books about the history of :
his services, these volumes serve :

as a historical testament not only
to the cardinal’s ministry but also
the development of the Diocese of
Hong Kong.

The biographical project

began when vicar general, Father :

Peter Choy Wai-man, commis-
sioned Professor Cindy Chu Yik-

yi, from Hong Kong Baptist :
University, to interview the car- :

dinal, resulting in an English-

language biography published in :
2024, titled, Cardinal jJohn Tong: -

Renewal within Tradition in the Cath-
olic Church in Hong Kong.

In response to high demand :

from local readers for a vernacu-

lar version, Cardinal Tong per- :
sonally undertook the task of :
expanding the text into a com- :

prehensive new Chinese volume.

Contributing to the
Bridge Church
A central feature of this edition 1s

a dedicated chapter document- :

ing historical trips with John Car-
dinal Baptist Wu Cheng-chung
to mainland China in 1985,

1986, and 1994. Drawing on his :
personal journals from that peri- :
od, Cardinal Tong reconstructs :
these journeys to highlight Hong

Kong’s vital role as a “Bridge
Church” committed to maintain-

mainland Catholics.
He also quotes Cardinal Wu,

who envisioned the Hong Kong :

Diocese as a “Bridge Church”

of pure service, fostering recon- :
ciliation and unity between the :
Church in China and the uni- :

versal Church through patience
and dialogue rather than politi-
cal friction.

Reflecting on his meetings
with Beijing leaders during the

1980s, the cardinal recalled that :
explicit- -

mainland authorities
ly promised to respect religious

freedom in Hong Kong. He told :

the Sunday Examiner that, as Hong

Kong continues to enjoy religious  :
freedom today, navigating these :

complex historical agreements

has always fundamentally relied :
on a strong foundation of mutu- :

al trust.

Father Patrick Taveirne of the

. Heart of Mary,
interview-
ing the cardi-
nal during the
. book-launch-
ing  ceremo-
©ny, recalled
the cardinal’s
: bridge-build-
© ing ministry
was often met
with challeng-
es as he had
: been  misla-
: belled as a
““leftist”  due
©to his fre-
© quent travels
to mainland
: China. Car-
: dinal Tong
said he
remems-

. bered that
throughout
these trials,
. Cardinal

- Wu consist- e
ently com- |
. forted and
encour-
aged him, reassur-

: to the public.

Cardinal tong recalled that,
© during his decades of service, he
. visited the mainland more than
a hundred times, witnessing a :
. profound evolution in cross-bor- :
. der freedom. While his initial :
: journeys were born out of neces- :
sity, mainland Church personnel :
eventually gained the freedom to
travel to Hong Kong for meet- :
ings, studies, and gatherings, and
: were even accompanied by Hong' :
- Kong delegates to foreign coun- :
ing close pastoral relations with : :

tries.

. Building an

. inclusive Church

. The autobiography also features
reflections from the cardinal’s
co-workers at the diocesan Curia

. His executive secretary for three
 decades, Sister Emilia Marcelo
- of the Missionary Sisters of the
: Immaculate Conception, shared
© Cardinal Tong’s dedication to

noting that he travelled to Rome
© 25 times between 2014 and 2019
as a member of the Roman Curia
: Council for the Economy.

© cacy for including non-Chinese
communities, highlighting his

ing him that his true intentions .
: would eventually become clear :

and the Holy Spirit Study Centre. :

serving the universal Church, :

Sister Marcelo also empha- :
sised the cardinal’s deep advo- :
© suggested that the Church’s his- :
¢ tory of inclusivity serves as a :
timely blueprint for welcoming :
the growing number of Manda- :
rin speakers currently arriving in
. South China, where seminar- :

work in establishing the Dioce- :
: san Pastoral Commission for Fili- :
pinos in the 1980s and arranging :
Congregation of the Immaculate : housing to shelter distressed :

Left: the photo of

the book cover

was taken at the
Holy Spirit
Seminary.

Below: Cardinal
Tong shares
anecdotes with
Father Taveirne.

He also express-:
ed his gratitude to :
his Filipino secretary, :
who dedicatedly assist- :
ed him with various :
administrative tasks, :
such as handling immi- :
gration documents for :
incoming priests.

Cardinal’s early
formation days
During the launch :
event, Cardinal Tong :
shared vivid anecdotes :
with Father Taveirne :
about his early forma- :
tion in Macau, having :
entered the minor semi- :
nary at just eleven years
old. He humorously :

domestic workers.

all peoples. Looking forward, he

Hong Kong.

ians enjoyed greater freedom

. and were no longer obliged to
- wear heavy black cassocks daily.
. Under the guidance of Irish Jesu-
- it fathers, their formation extend-
" ed into the wider community,
. which was filled with refugees
- fleeing mainland China.

The seminarians enthusiasti-

. cally volunteered to help these
. displaced families,

many of
whom lived on boats near Wong
Chuk Hang and could not afford
formal schooling. By opening
up the seminary grounds, they
established a “roadside primary
school” to teach basic literacy to
underprivileged children. Many
of these children eventually pro-

. gressed to formal secondary edu-
© cation, an experience that firmly
: rooted the cardinal’s early priest-
- hood in pastoral openness and

service to the marginalised.

The cardinal also detailed his
unique faith journey within a
non-Catholic family, where his
mother was inspired to join the
Church after a profound encoun-
ter with a papal representative
at the Canossian Sacred Heart
School.

ltimately, both Professor
Chu’s English biography

and the updated Chinese

. autobiography capture the defin-
* ing moments of Cardinal Tong’s
. life. Both books preserve stories
. of his wartime childhood, which
- provided him with the resilience
. needed to face later challenges.
* Readers of both versions gain
: a comprehensive history of the
- Holy Spirit Study Centre, found-
© ed in 1980 under Cardinal Wu’s

: direction as mainland China

recalled being so small that he :
© In his own words, Cardinal :
: Tong fondly recalled his early :
© days as a vicar general travelling :
. to Sacred Heart Church in Sai :
* Kung, where Filipino commu- :
* nities gathered every Sunday to :
. cook, share meals, and celebrate. :
He noted that the Filipino com- :
© munities always treated him with :
© immense kindness, reinforcing
* his belief that human relation- :
. ships thrive on mutual under- :
¢ standing and shared affection.
This dedication to inclusivity :
. led Cardinal Tong to institution- :
- alise English-language minis- :
: tries, successfully advocating for :
: English Masses in every parish
to ensure the Church embraced :
. Austrian Salesian musician who :

felt completely engulfed by the :
traditional black clerical cassocks
all students were required to wear. :
Even during sports, the semi- :
narians had to play ball games :
in those heavy robes, which led
them to develop clever strategies, :
such as using the long robes to :
trap the football close to their feet. :

Beyond athletics, his forma- :
tion in Macau heavily empha-
sised music education. The :

: seminary required everyone to :

learn an instrument to prepare :
them for future service in rural :
villages where no local pianists
would be available. The young :

© Tong was assigned the violin :

under the strict guidance of an :

visited weekly to drill students on
rhythm and tone.

His path continued as he
moved to Hong Kong to attend :
the Regional Seminary for :

began opening up.

The narratives document
his close collaboration with co-
founders, Father Peter Barry
and Father Elmer Wurth of the
Maryknoll Society; and Father

: Angelo Lazzarotto of the Pontifi-

cal Institute for Foreign Missions.
The texts also record his tenure
as the seventh Bishop of Hong
Kong, detailing how he formal-
ised four crucial pastoral pillars
focused on evangelisation, voca-
tion, serving non-Chinese-speak-
ing communities, and acting as a
Bridge Church.

Cardinal Tong has written
several books in Chinese and
English documenting his dec-
ades of service. For example, in
2002, the Holy Spirit Study Cen-
tre published Challenges and Hopes:

o Stories from the Catholic Church in
¢ Clina” providing English readers

with a straightforward yet com-
prehensive account of Catholic
life in China.
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Catholic and Protestant artists unveil
seventh station of healing art campaign

The ecu-
“From

HONG KONG (SE):
menical art initiative,

Hearts Full of Love”, launched :
its seventh exhibition at the Pre- :
cious Blood Hospital on June 12, :
marking over a year of successful
collaboration between Catholic :
and Protestant artists. Organised
by the Ecumenical Art Com- :
mittee, the campaign aims to :
transmit divine love and comfort :
to patients, families, and health- :
care staff through greeting cards
designed by Christian artistsona :

wooden Bible installation.

During the launching cer- :
emony, Father Joseph Chan
Wing-chiu, vicar general, chair-
person of the Diocesan Ecumeni- :
cal Commission and co-chair of
the committee, emphasised that :
art serves as a powerful medi-
um for Christians of different :
denominations to express their :

shared faith whilst embracing
diversity.

Dr. Joseph Lui Cho-ze, medi- :
cal superintendent of the hospital,
expressed his deep gratitude for :
hosting this station, noting that :
the initiative perfectly embod- :
ies Jesus Christ’s love for the sick
and inspires hospital staff to serve

patients wholeheartedly.

Attending the ceremony were
also Janet Ng Ka-chung, deputy :

secretary general of the Hong
Kong Christian Council,

1 'Ilm"‘hhw%

and
Sister Agnes Au Yi-man, supe- :

! . From left: Father Chan,

: Sister Au, Dv. Lui, and

. Janet Ng unveil the wooden
“ e : installation.

. ersole Hospital in late 2024, the
© concept evolved into a magnifi-
. cent mobile wooden Bible display

- featuring calligraphy by mas-
© ter, Chan Yung. She was happy
. to see that the project has now
© expanded to include contribu-
: tions from 28 artists, with new
- works introduced at this latest
. station.

The event concluded with a
© closing prayer led by organisers,
- who gave thanks for the smooth
© progression of the campaign and
. the administrative support pro-
- vided by the Precious Blood Hos-

rior general of the Sisters of the
- Precious Blood.
© Artist, Helene Wong, shared :
insights into her second featured :
piece, “The Prodigal Son”, which :
reflects on the biblical theme of :
transforming death into life, not- :
ing her hope that the scriptural :
words would bring genuine rest :

to readers.

Another artist, Lucia Cheung
Nga-yin, discussed the origins :
of the prominent “Light of the :
 Word” installation. Initially con- :
ceived as a luminous sculpture :
for the Alice Ho Miu Ling Neth-

Helene Wong talks about her work “The Prodigal Son.”
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HELP!

THE BIRTHRIGHT SOCIETY

A pregnancy counselling and care service
designed to help any expectant mother with a
PREGNANCY PROBLEM

For free confidential help call:
2337 5551 or 2522 1071 (7:30p.m.— 9:30p.m.)

. pital.

By Stephen Cardinal Chow, S.J.
Hospitality

hen we were preparing for our trip to Sichuan, several of us had
Wconcerns about the spicy diet there. How would that be for us? How

should we prepare ourselves for that? Personally, I can have spicy hot food as long as it is not too
hot. But some of our companions simply could not tolerate any spicy hot food.

Therefore, I advised them to start trying some hot food before the trip in order to build up tolerance.
And they might want to bring medication in case of diarrhea and upset stomach. You would think that
was good enough advice....

But God helped us differently through our hosts. We knew that, in general, the people of Sichuan
enjoyed intensely spicy hot food at meals, so much so that our ‘slightly hot” would be considered practically
tasteless. Yet, our hosts were so considerate that many of the dishes served were mildly spicy or not spicy
at all. In fact, I had to add chilli sauce to the plain ‘cold noodles’ prepared for me! Now, one can imagine
how our accompanying hosts must have ‘suffered’ throughout our five-day trip.

For me, this was good hosting and an empathic arrangement. Even though there were a few hot dishes
in each meal, our hosts were careful to ensure that most of the dishes could be enjoyed by their guests who
came from a ‘milder’ region. The interests of their guests came first.

For me, the ‘guests’ in Hong Kong to whom we can show more sensitivity and hospitality are refugees
or displaced persons, tourists, and students who come from abroad but study here. I am sure there are
other groups which also deserve sensitivity from us. Allow me to focus on these three groups in this article.

Displaced persons are those who are forced to leave their homeland due to some threatening politi-
cal, economic, or environmental factors. Hong Kong may well be a transient spot for them, even though
in many cases their transience could well be over 10 to 20 years. Children grow into young adults, and
mature adults become elderly. How they are treated in our homeland will have lasting effects on their lives.
We can help make those effects more nurturing or even contribute to our common good.

For many tourists, Hong Kong may be their first ever visit, and we would like them to return many
times. What impressions do we want them to have of us and our beloved home? Do unto others as we want
others to do unto us. When we travel abroad, how would we want our hosts to interact with us, or help our
encounters with them be memorable and meaningful?

The government has, on different occasions, brought to our attention that Hong Kong is an interna-
tional hub for excellent education. That this is a city that attracts many students from outside Hong Kong,
including those from the Mainland. These students are, directly or indirectly, our future. Either as new
Hongkongers, trans-territorial partners, or partners for a world-in-the-making. They are the ones who
will construct the future together with our own in the years to come.

As Pope Leo XIV appealed in his inaugural and new encyclical, Magnifica Humanitas, we must avoid
becoming those self-referential builders of the Tower of Babel. These builders denied God and the beauty
of unity in plurality, while focusing on hegemony and divisive egoism.

The alternative and preferred approach is to become synodal builders of the new wall of a ruined
Jerusalem. As synodal builders, we are in communion with one another and with Christ, the grandeur
of humanity, being our centre and Head. He sanctifies our guests and us through our attentive encoun-
ters with them.

Finally, let us be excellent and endearing hosts to the displaced persons, tourists, and non-local students
living among us, for who we are, good people of Hong Kong.

+ Stephen Cardinal Chow, S.J.
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Pax Christi launches
global Hiroshima

remembrance campaign

Hzroshzma six months after the US dropped an atomic bomb on the czty on 6 August 1945.
Photo: CNS /Reuters

(LICAS NEWS): Pax Christi Inter- :
national has launched a global :
campaign to mark the anniver- :
saries of the atomic bombings of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, urg- :
ing communities worldwide to :
promote peace and nuclear dis- :
armament through local com- :
© nies,

The campaign, “Lanterns for :
Peace: From Hiroshima to the :
will coincide with the :
August 6 and August 9 anniver- :
saries of the 1945 bombings that :

memorations.

World,”

devastated the two Japanese cit-
ies and left tens of thousands dead. :
in partnership :
with the Hiroshima Coventry :
Club’s Touro Project, the initia- :
tive encourages parishes, schools, :
and civic :
groups to hold lantern ceremo- :
candlelit :
vigils, and other public events :

Organised

faith communities,
prayer services,

during the anniversary week.
Pax Christi

Vatican grants pontifical coronation

to Marian image in Antipolo

MANILA (RVA NEWS): The ven- :
erable image of Maria, Ina ng :
Kapayapaan [Mary, Mother of :
Peace], at the Parish of Maria, :
Ina ng Kapayapaan in Barangay :
. in unfamiliar surroundings.
the Philippines, was granted a :
: Ina ng Kapayapaan, became a

The Diocese of Antipolo :
announced that the Dicastery for :
Divine Worship and the Disci- :
pline of the Sacraments, acting
in the name and authority of :
Pope Leo XIV, had granted the :
. the coronation also recognises

In a message to the faithful, :
Bishop Ruperto Cruz Santos :
described the Vatican’s approval :
as “a truly historic blessing” for :
the diocese. He said the honour :
is “a precious gift from the Holy :
Father and a profound grace for :
our Diocese, especially during :
¢ afhirms her maternal presence

The recognition carries spe- :
cial significance because the :
devotion flourished not in a cen- :
turies-old pilgrimage centre but :
in Kasiglahan Village, a reset- :
tlement community that became :
home to thousands of families :
relocated from different parts of :

Kasiglahan, Rodriguez, Rizal,

pontifical coronation.

honour.

this blessed Jubilee Year.”

Metro Manila.

Over the years, residents faced
the challenges of rebuilding their
lives, establishing communities,
and fostering a sense of belonging

For many, devotion to Maria,

spiritual anchor. The image grad-
ually attracted a growing number
of devotees whose prayers, testi-
monies, and participation helped
strengthen the devotion.
According to Bishop Santos,

the enduring faith of the people
who nurtured the devotion over
the years. “Through this Pon-
tifical Coronation, the Univer-
sal Church recognises the deep
devotion of the faithful to our
Blessed Mother under the title
Maria, Ina ng Kapayapaan and

among the People of God,” he
said.

The bishop urged the faithful
to entrust themselves anew to the
Mother of Peace, praying that
she may continue to intercede
for families, communities, and
the nation.

with renewed efforts to eliminate
nuclear weapons.

“These anniversaries are not
only moments of mourning and
remembrance; they are also calls
to conscience,” the organisa-
tion said in campaign materi-
als. “They invite us to renew our
commitment to peace, reconcilia-
tion, and the abolition of nuclear

: weapons.”
International :
said the campaign secks to link :
remembrance of the bombings :

The campaign draws inspi-
ration from Hiroshima’s annual
lantern ceremony, where thou-
sands of lanterns are floated on
the Motoyasu River in memo-
ry of those killed by the atomic
bombings.

Pax Christi International said
that communities participating
in the initiative are encouraged to
adapt commemorations to local
contexts, while sharing common
themes of remembrance, solidar-
ity with survivors, and commit-
ment to peace.

The organisation also warned
that the dangers posed by nuclear
weapons remain unresolved.

“The threat of nuclear weapons
has not disappeared,” it warned.

Pax Christi International not-
ed that thousands of nuclear war-
heads remain worldwide, and
that geopolitical tensions contin-
ue to place humanity at risk. It
said the humanitarian and envi-
ronmental consequences of nucle-
ar weapons extend across borders
and generations.

The campaign also highlights
the testimonies of Hibakusha —
survivors of the Hiroshima and
Nagasaki bombings — whose
numbers continue to decline
eight decades after the attacks.

“Remembering  Hiroshima
and Nagasaki is therefore not
only about the past; it is about
the present and the future,” the
organisation said.
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New opportunities
for evangelisation

IN MID-JUNE, THE diocese welcomed three new priests while
the Society of Jesus also saw the ordination of a Vietnamese Jes-
uit. Furthermore, a Cameroonian priest from the Congregation
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, having been ordained in his
home country, will return to Hong Kong in September to serve
the local faithful.

While these new vocations are encouraging, the Church con-
tinues to face a shortage; as the saying goes, “The harvest is plen-
tiful but the labourers are few.”

Cardinal Stephen Chow, SJ. has repeatedly encouraged
young people to respond to their vocations with courage and
generosity.

We are just over 10 days away from the 2026 Hong Kong Book
Fair, which will take place from July 15 to 21 at the Hong Kong
Convention and Exhibition Centre in Wan Chai. The diocese
will once again participate in this major annual event, taking the
Initiative to reach out to the public and share the Good News of
the gospel with those who do not yet know the Lord.

Diocesan organisations such as the Catholic Truth Society,
Diocesan Audio-Visual Centre, and Kung Kao Po will participate
under the theme “Messengers of Hope.”

The Catholic Church’s participation is not simply about sell-
ing books or making a profit. Rather, it aims to encourage good
reading habits. Beyond recommending quality books, the impor-
tant objective is to demonstrate the Church’s presence by proac-
tively engaging in mainstream, non-religious cultural activities
and connecting with the wider community.

In past years, the diocese has participated in the Hong Kong
International Film Festival, presenting the SIGNIS Award to
encourage films that promote positive human values.

The Church expresses God’s love through a range of social
and medical services, especially supporting the most vulnerable
through Caritas-Hong Kong.

The Church also runs over 300 schools across Hong Kong,
imparting Catholic values and nurturing responsible citizens.

In this era of rapid technological change, the demand for
instant information is immense. With artificial intelligence,
answers are just a keystroke away. Yet, do we still need books? Is
there still a place for print? Absolutely.

Books provide a tactile and warm reading experience, while
e-books offer convenience and easy storage. As digital platforms
grow, e-books also help preserve and share out-of-print classics.

For readers abroad and in mainland China, e-books make
browsing and purchasing easier. Both formats have unique
strengths.

Ultimately, evangelisation remains the Church’s priority. By
stepping beyond parish boundaries and inspiring hope in daily
life, we can truly become “messengers of hope.” SE
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Previously unpublished homilies of
Pope Benedict XVI released in English

VATICAN (OSVNEWS/VATICAN :
NEWS): An English edition of :
a book of Pope Benedict X VT’
previously unpublished homilies, :
The Lord Holds Us by the Hand, has -

been released by the Vatican.

The book offers readers a col- :
lection of Pope Benedict’s homi- :
lies, allowing them to hear once :
again the voice of Joseph Ratz- :
inger as preacher, theologian and :

paStOI‘.

Faster.

It includes a preface by Arch-
bishop Georg Ginswein, Pope :
Benedict’s former personal sec- :
retary, and an introduction by :
Jesuit Father Federico Lombar- :
di, president of the Joseph Ratz- :
XVI  Vatican :

: Mater Ecclesiae Monastery in :

The homilies were delivered :
during private Masses celebrated :
by Pope Benedict with the papal :
household and occasional guests, :
both while he was pope and later :
© the late pope’s preaching. They :

Some were preached in the :
chapel of the Apostolic Palace, :

inger-Benedict
Foundation.

as pope emeritus.

The volume, originally pub-é
lished in Italian by the Vatican :
Publishing House, is a compila- :
tion of homilies delivered between
2005 and 2017 during the liturgi-
cal scasons of Advent, Lent and :

while others were given at the :

the Vatican, where Pope Bene-
dict lived after his resignation.

Although spoken in private :
settings, the texts open a window :
onto the depth and simplicity of :

reveal his ability to read sacred :
scripture in an ever-new way, :

Germany: Vatican denies
request for lay homilies

VATICAN (OSV NEWS): The :
Vatican’s Dicastery for Divine :
Worship announced on June 23 :
that it denied a request by the :
German Bishops’ Conference to :
allow commissioned lay faithful :
to deliver homilies under excep- :
tional circumstances citing a :
severe priest shortage as a press- :
: nature of the liturgical act.”

Arthur Cardinal Roche, pre- :
fect of the dicastery, informed the
bishops’ conference of the deci- :
- lics, said lay associations expect :

“While expressing apprecia- '
tion for the pastoral concerns that :
inspired the request, the Dicas- :
tery reaffirms that the current :
discipline cannot be dispensed :
from by means of an indult, since :
the reservation of the homily to :
a priest or deacon is not a mere- :

ing pastoral need.

sion in a June 17 letter.

ly disciplinary norm but derives

 Way reform process.

from the very nature of the litur- :
gy,” the dicastery said.

He said that situation like :
that cited by the German bish- :
ops were temporary and did not
constitute “such an emergency or :
a genuine pastoral necessity that :
would justify a departure from
a norm so closely linked to the :

Despite the ruling, Irme Stet- :
ter-Karp, head of the Central :
Committee of German Catho- :

Germany’s bishops to strengthen :
their arguments to Rome. :

The Catholic Women’s Asso- :
ciation of Germany also criti- :
cised the decision, arguing it :
excludes women from key min-
istries. The dispute stems from :
Germany’s controversial Synodal :

Hong Kong Catholic Church
Sunday Mass Schedule

You can obtain the Mass times and
whereabouts of churches from the Hong Kong
Catholic Church’s website
http://www.catholic.org.hk

drawing from it light for faith, :
: mystery of the Lord who accom- :
The pages of the book also :
. show how Joseph Ratzinger kept :
a personal relationship with :
© central intuition: the Christian :
In the homilies, Pope Benedict :

prayer and daily Christian life.

Christ at the centre of his faith.

returns again and again to the :
panies his people, sustains them :
and holds them by the hand.

The title itself expresses this :

life is not a solitary path, but a :

Pope Benedict XVI during
Mass at Yankee Stadium in

- New York, on 20 April 2008.

Photo: OSV News /Nancy Wiechec

journey guided by the presence
 and mercy of God.

The collection also highlights

. the continuity between Pope Ben-
© edict’s theological work and his
: pastoral ministry. His reflections
- are marked by the clarity, spiritu-
. al depth and Christ-centred focus
- that characterised his pontificate.

The Lord Holds Us by the Hand

. s the first volume of Pope Ben-
¢ edict’s unpublished homilies. A
. second volume, dedicated to
: homilies in Ordinary Time, is
© expected to follow. The Ttalian
: cdition of the first volume was
¢ presented at the Turin Interna-
© tional Book Fair on May 17.

With the publication of the
English edition, these previously
unpublished texts are now availa-
ble to a wider readership, offering

. a renewed encounter with Pope

Benedict’s preaching and with his
lifelong invitation to place Christ
at the heart of faith and history.

Canossian sister returns to the Father

: HONG KONG (SE): Canossian :
. Sister Maria Borella returned to :
. the Lord in the early hours of :
. June 12, the Feast of the Sacred :
: Heart of Jesus. She was 95-years- :

old.

Born in Italy on 2 February :
1931, she joined the Canossian :
Daughters of Charity in Milan in
1953. In 1955, the congregation :
sent her to Hong Kong to con- :
tinue her vocational formation. A :
© year later, in 1956, Sister Borella :
made her first profession in Hong :
: Kong and went on to make her

perpetual vows in 1962.

Sister Borella was assigned to
the ministry of education, serv- :
ing for many years as both teach- :
er and principal at Sacred Heart :
: School, Macau. She also taught :
for over a decade at St. Mary’s :
. assisting in the organisation of its :

She devoted herself wholly to :
God, making education her pri- :
mary mission. In schools, she : :
- work and continued to serve God
© imparting knowledge, but also :
. serving as a living example, shap- :
" ing the character and faith of
. countless young people. She was :
- a shining lamp who illuminated :
: the paths of many. Living out :
. the gospel, she led numerous stu- :
* dents to know Jesus Christ with :
. humility and charity.

After leaving her teaching :
© post, Sister Borella did not retire. :

Canossian College, Hong Kong.

worked tirelessly—mnot only

In a press release, the Canos-

" sian Sisters said, “Her lifelong
. fidelity to God’s service com-
: mands our deepest respect. We
© pray that Sister Borella may
: enjoy eternal happiness in heav-
: en, joining the saints in praising

. and glorifying God forever.”

A funeral Mass was celebrated

© on June 18, celebrated by Father
. Joseph Chan, vicar general, and
. concelebrated by Father Fran-
: cisco De Las Heras. In his hom-
. ily, Father Chan praised Sister
Borella’s missionary spirit—her

: willingness to leave her home-

Instead, she accepted the congre- :
gation’s appointment as superior
of Bethany Canossian Convent, :
dedicating herself to community
affairs. In 2010, she moved to the :
congregation’s historical archives, :

documents. :
In 2016, owing to age and :
frailty, she stepped back from her :

and neighbour through prayer :
and self-denial, entrusting all :
serenely to the providence of the :

: Almighty.

In her later years, illness often
left Sister Borella bedridden for :
long periods. She bore her suf- :
fering in silence, uniting herself

- with Christ Crucified and offer- :

ing it as reparation for the salva- :
tion of souls. :

land and cross the seas to bring
the Good News to those who did
not yet know the Lord.

He also commended her tire-
less dedication to education,
which bore abundant fruit. Her
remains were laid to rest at St

: Michael’s Catholic Cemetery in

Happy Valley.

The Canossian Sisters ask eve-
ryone to continue praying for the
repose of her soul.

ENGLISH LESSONS

Refer local friends to
Paul Stables, Oxford grad,
Zoom Video or face to face
near North Point MTR,
P5/6, F1-13, DSE, IELTS
Tel/WhatsApp: 6012 3236
tutorialfield.com.hk
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Southern Thailand welcomes first
mdlgenous Lahu prlest

BANGKOK  (LICAS  NEWS): :

Thailand’s southernmost Cath- |
olic community welcomed its
first indigenous Lahu priest on :
June 25, marking a milestone for :
the Diocese of Surat Thani and :
its expanding ministry among :

northern ethnic groups.

The Divine Mercy Catholic : |*
community in Betong hosted a :
welcoming ceremony for Father
Stephen Pirun Sae-Jang, newly :
ordained as the diocese’s 20th : _

priest.

ern Thailand.

Father Pirun’s arrival held
deep significance for the local :

community.

The Lahu people, original- :
ly from the Tibetan Plateau, :
migrated through Yunnan, Chi- :
na, before settling in the remote :
mountain regions of northern :

Thailand. In Thai, they have tra- :

Father Pirun made history as :
the first member of the Thai Mis-
sion Society [TMS] from Surat :
Thani, and the first priest of :
Lahu ethnicity to serve in south- :

S =

T

ditionally been known as “Muser”
[hunters].

Historically rooted in ani-
mistic beliefs, strong community :

© cohesion, and egalitarian social :
. structures, a branch of the Lahu :

migrated thousands of kilome- :
tres south to Betong decades ago,

New regional council elected for Hong

Kong-Macau Regional Fraternity of
the Secular Franciscan Order Holds

HONG KONG (SE): The Hong :
Kong-Macau Regional Frater- :
nity of the Secular Franciscan :
Order [OFS] convened its trien- :
nial elective chapter on April 12 at
St. Bonaventure’s Church, where :
a new regional council was cho- :
sen for the 2026—2029 term. The :
event concluded with a thanks- :

giving Mass.
The International

the chapter’s theme.

The gathering opened with :
a prayer led by Friar Matthias :
Choi, orM, the regional spiritu-
al assistant. Friar Acatrinei then :
conducted a formation session :

for more than 80 participants,

exploring the chapter’s theme :
from social, theological, and his-
torical perspectives. Marking the :
800th anniversary of St. Fran-
cis’s Transitus, he reflected on the :
saint’s final years—emphasising :
his example of penance and ser- :

vice—and encouraged members

to renew their commitment to :

Gospel living and become agents
of transformation in society.

Outgoing regional minister, :

Coun- :
cil appointed Brother Byung Ju :
Francis Park, OFs, as chapter pres- :
ident. Friar Stefan Acatrinei, OFM :
Conv., general spiritual assistant, :
supervised the election and pre-
sented a formation talk focusedon  :

Sister Lucia Lau, OFs, reviewed :
the council’s achievements over :
. the past three years and outlined :

priorities for the coming term.

and Brother Anthony Yuen, OFS,
as treasurer.

the spirit of St. Francis in daily
life. The chapter closed with a
final blessing, fostering a renewed

: sense of unity and mission.

The newly elected 2026-2029 :
Regional Council includes: Sis- :
ter Teresa Tang, OFS, as minis- :
ter; Sister Linda Chan, OFs, as
: vice minister; Sister Jenny Pow, :
OFS, as director of formation; Sis- :
ter Kate Tang, OFS, as secretary;

About the Secular Franciscan
Order

The Secular Franciscan Order
[OFS], founded in the 13th centu-
ry by St. Francis of Assisi, 1s part
of the wider Franciscan Family. It
offers men and women—includ-

: ing laypeople and secular cler-
© gy—away to live the Gospel and

After the election, a thanks- :
giving Mass was celebrated by :
Friar Choi, with Father Francis :
: Tam, OFS, as concelebrant and :
Friar Deacon Francesco Li, OFM, :
© assisting. :

In his homily, Friar Matthi- :
as urged members to embody :

Franciscan values within ordi-
nary life, while balancing family
and professional commitments.
The Hong Kong—Macau
Regional Fraternity comprises

. four local fraternities: one Eng-

lish-speaking and three Canton-
ese-speaking.

secking fertile agricultural land.

gradually integrating into the
Catholic community of Thai-:
land’s deep south.

‘The community

is ready to be a

family, to encourage

and support your

ministry...”

traditional

expressing communal gratitude.

Following the cultural wel-:
come, Father Pirun presided over
the Eucharistic liturgy, which :
included the solemn veneration :
of the relics of the eight Blessed :

Thai Martyrs.

Newly ovdained Father
Pirun Sae-Jang celebrates
Mass at the Divine Mercy

Catholic community in

Betong, Thailand.
Photo: LiCAS News/Diocese of Surat
Thani

. Father Amornkit Promphakdee,
. vicar general of the Diocese of
| © Surat Thani; Father Prem Khun-

. don, parish priest of St Peter’s
© Church in Betong; and Father
. Natee Theeranuvat of Nakhon Si
- Thammarat.

“Your arrival is not a coinci-

: dence, but a part of God’s plan,”
| said Nahwa Saeli, representative
. of the Divine Mercy Community,
: in her congratulatory address.

Quoting the Gospel of John,

:“And he has appointed you to go
! : and bear fruit, and your fruit will
: remain” [John 15:16], she added,
:“The community is ready to be
© a family, to encourage and sup-

Despite  their geographical :
separation from the main Lahu :
communities in the north, the :
Lahu in Betong have preserved :
a strong cultural identity while :
. Yala Province is centred on the

port your ministry with prayers
always, even as you face chal-
lenges in the future.”

The  Catholic  Church’s
engagement with the Lahu in

Divine Mercy Sanctuary Project,

© a pastoral initiative of the Dio-
- cese of Surat Thani to accompa-
* ny northern ethnic communities
: who have scttled in southern
¢ Thailand.

The diocese has allocated a

: 50-acre site in the verdant hills,
© serving as a permanent chapel,
© sanctuary, and community cen-
. tre. It provides a spiritual home
: and pastoral anchor for northern

The celebration in Ban Bo
Nam Ron Subdistrict featured
pageantry. Lahu :
community members, dressed in
vibrant traditional attire, led a :
ceremonial procession with the :
Chakhu Dance, performed to :
the Poi Tiway rhythm—a sacred :
dance invoking blessings and -

ethnic communities who have
migrated south, including the
Lahu, Hmong, Akha, Kachin,
and Shan.

Plans are underway to devel-
op a hillside shrine for retreats
and theological formation. The
site already features a prominent
monument of the Divine Mercy.

Under the pastoral care of St.
Peter’s Church in central Betong,
the sanctuary has become a des-
tination for cross-border pilgrims.
Catholic groups from neighbour-
ing Malaysia regularly travel to

. Betong for Sunday Mass before
Several senior clergy attended :
the historic occasion, including

making pilgrimages to the hill-
side sanctuary.

General hotlines for Filipino
migrant workers in Hong Kong

Philippine Consulate : 2823 8501
Consulate Hotline (after office hours) : 9155 4023
Hong Kong Immigration Department : 2824 6111

Hong Kong Labour Department : 2157 9537

Legal Aid Department : 2537 7677

Hong Kong Police (report hotline) : 2527 7177
Telephone number inquiries :

1081
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People at prayer at Our Lady of Hope Church at Bhayandarpada in Thane, India.

File photo: UCAN

Catholics in Mumbai

warn against damage

to 17th-century church

MUMBAI  (UCAN):

Thane, India.

The structural stability of the : |
17th-century church is already : |
at risck due to the construction :
of the Balkum-Gaimukh NH3 :
Connector Ghodbunder Bypass :
DP Road, popularly known as :
the Thane Coastal Road Project. :

Father Calisto Fernandes, the :
parish priest, said on June 23 that :
roadworks using heavy machin- :
ery are underway about 20-25 :
metres away from the historic :

structure.
Father Fernandes

priest noted.

He added that the private con- :
struction company hired for the :
project also wants to demolish :
around half of the 220 steps lead- :

ing to the shrine.
The management

of the proposed road.”

Father Fernandes stressed that
the steps were an integral part :
of the protected Indo-Portuguese :

heritage.

The company proposed build- :
ing a temporary access road to :
the shrine to minimise inconven- :

Concerns :
have been expressed over excava- :
tion and road construction activi- :
ties near the historic Our Lady of :
Hope Church in Bhayandarpada, :

recount- :
ed that the hilllop shrine was : [
built by the Portuguese Francis- : |
can missionaries in 1630. “They :
[the government] could have eas- :
ily found an alternative route for :
the proposed road to save and :
protect the heritage shrine,” the :

of the :
church received a letter from the :
company in May saying the con- :
crete steps along with the steel :
railings will have to be removed :
as they “fall within the alignment :

Father Fernandes
stressed that the steps
were an integral part
of the protected Indo-
Portuguese heritage

church management.

However, the priest objected
to this, saying he had not received :
any official letter about the pro- :
ject and its impact on the church :

the
. pathway to the shrine needs to be

ment authorities.
The ecumenical

heritage.
“Generations
of pilgrims have

penance,

shrine,”  Melwyn

ist, said on June 23.

He stressed that :
tradition of climbing the :

© preserved for posterity.
© “It has deepened our Catho-:
© lic faith and devotion to Mother
© Mary,” he said. :
: Hundreds of Catholics from
¢ far and near flock to this hilltop :
: shrine on April 26 for the annual :
© feast of the parish, Jyotsna Fer-:
ience to devotees during the con- : :
struction phase. It assured that :
* later, a permanent Foot Over :
Bridge [FOB] would be con-:
structed and handed over to the :

nandes from Thane noted.
Meanwhile,

the church.

from the govern-:

Association of Con- :
cerned Christians
[AOCC] warned :
that failure to safe- :
guard the historic :
church could result :
in the loss of an :
irreplaceable part :
of the region’s cul-:
tural and religious :

climbed the 220 :
steps as an act of :
devo-:
tion and spiritual :
ascent to the hilltop :

Fernandes, general :
secretary of AOCC
and heritage activ-

Mumbai-based
Watchdog Foundation on June :
23 wrote to the Archaeological :
Survey of India and the Thane :
. collector, the top government :
officer of the district, objecting to :
the excavation and earth-moving :
activities being carried out near :

Military

NEWS

in Myanmar

jails nun for eight
months for aiding

internally displaced

People in northwestern Myanmar displaced by fighting in

Vg

Chin in May 2021. Photo: CNS /Reuters

© (LICAS NEWS): Sister Benedetta :
- Nya Moe of the Institute of Sis- :
. ters of Reparation [ISR], was sen-
- tenced to eight months in prison :
by a military tribunal in Myan- :
© mar for providing aid to internal- :
- ly displaced people [IDP]. :
© The sentence was handed :
down inside a prison two weeks :
© after the 50-year-old Sister Nya :
* Moe was detained and inter- :
rogated near Loikaw in Kayah :
[Karenni] State, according to :

sources familiar with the case.

prison term of three years.

ern Demoso and near Loikaw.

nymity.

said on June 25.

female patient from Zayatphyu
village near Loikaw, on June 10.

“During a search of their
phones, soldiers found records of
donations received on Kpay [a
mobile banking app] and news

. related to the armed conflict on

the nun’s phone, which led to
their arrest,” Ben Khoo, a resi-
dent of Loikaw, said.

The three were detained at a
military battalion base in Loi-
kaw for interrogation. The two

. villagers were released four days

She was sentenced under Sec- :
tion 505(a) of the penal code, :
which has been widely used by :
the Myanmar junta to target
both its opponents and civilians. :
The section carries a maximum :

later, but the junta continued to
detain and question the nun.
Sources said that Sister Nya
Moe and her team regularly
travelled to Demoso Township
to provide medical care, distrib-

: ute pharmaceuticals, and run
© Sister Nya Moe, an ethnic :
- Kayan who recently marked 25 : for IDPs.
- years of religious life, has been :
providing healthcare and medi- :
cal access to IDPs and residents :

in camps and villages across east-

food and nutrition initiatives

“She just recently came to
western Demoso to celebrate her
religious jubilee,” said a member
of the management committee

© of an IDP camp in the township.
She worked alongside fellow :
ISR sisters and personnel from :
other Catholic missions, in col- :
laboration with the Diocese of :
Loikaw, a local nun who previ-
- ously worked with her in Demoso :
Township said, requesting ano- :

“They only work within their
assigned duties. It is deeply heart-
breaking to hear about this,” he
said.

Demoso Township was held
by Karenni resistance forces
until August last year. The junta

. have since claimed full control of
“From what we have learned, :
© she crossed paths with a military
column and was arrested while :
transporting a displaced patient :
© to a hospital in Loikaw,” the nun :

the township, though it remains
heavily contested.

The Myanmar Peace Moni-
tor says the military lacks total
control anywhere, and resist-

© ance groups maintain an active
Two local residents were with :
Sister Nya Moe as they drove a :

presence surrounding the capi-
tal, Loikaw.

General hotlines for Filipino
migrant workers in Hong Kong

Philippine Consulate : 2823 8501
Consulate Hotline (after office hours) : 9155 4023
Hong Kong Immigration Department : 2824 6111
Hong Kong Labour Department : 2157 9537
Legal Aid Department : 2537 7677
Hong Kong Police (report hotline) : 2527 7177
Telephone number inquiries : 1081
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Adult actions foster a culture of

violence among Filipino youth

Father Shay Cullen

idespread debate and
publicity have fol- :
lowed the shocking : |

shooting at San Jose National
High School in Tacloban City :
on June 22, which left three stu- :
dents dead and 20 others injured. :
We offer our prayers and con- :
dolences to their families and :
stand in solidarity with the vic- :
tims. There can be no excuse for :
such violence. We must examine :
the circumstances that led the :
perpetrators, aged 14 and 15, to

commit this heinous crime and : |

work to prevent its recurrence.
The two teenagers used weap- :
ons made accessible by negligent :
and irresponsible adults. The :
14-year-old used a Glock 9mm :
pistol belonging to his aunt, an :
active-duty police officer who :
had previously taught him how to :
shoot. Meanwhile, the 15-year- :
old carried a .38-calibre revolver :
registered to a security agency :
in Ceebu City. The fact that they :
were able to obtain these weap- :
ons highlights just how readily :
available such firearms are. :
Such “random” shootings :
by minors are extremely rare :
in the Philippines. It is adults :
who enable young people to use :
firearms. These adults have fos- :
tered a culture of violence that :
results in regular and frequently
deadly shootings, particularly in :
the provinces, which often affect :
children. Yet there is no public :
outcry over the more than 4,000 :
murders committed by adults :
every year.
It is the physical, verbal, psy-
chological, and sexual violence :
perpetrated by adults against :
children that has harmed the :
youth. There is no outcry or mass
protest against this either. Adults :
have created a culture of vio- :

[ --'I-
> o i
. Parents gathered outside the gates of San Jose National High School in Tacloban City, a day

Photo: Facebook page of PIA Leyte

lence and murder through their :

poor example, and the public has :
* largely remained apathetic. We
have yet to hear a media outlet, :
police officer, or senator loudly :
protesting the widespread sexual :
abuse and human trafficking of :
minors by adults. Approximate- :
ly two million Filipino children :
are subjected to online sexual :
abuse, violence, and exploita- :

tion annually, and nearly one
in five children aged 13 to 17

What is urgently

promote the value
of life, provide
positive alternatives,
and advocate for
values-based and

have experienced child sexual :
abuse in their home or commu- :

[UNICEF] research.

The two teenage shooters :
were likely influenced by the :
gun violence associated with for- :
mer president, Rodrigo Duterte, :
whom some online posts claim

Philippine bishops to tackle mental
health, environment at July plenary

MANILA (RVA NEWS): Catholic bishops from across the Philippines :
will gather in Ozamiz City, Misamis Occidental from July 8 to 10 for :
the 132nd Plenary Assembly of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of :
the Philippines [CBCP], where they are expected to discuss key pasto- :
ral concerns, including mental health, environmental protection, and :

the global energy crisis.

CBCP secretary general Monsignor Bernardo Pantin said the
three-day assembly will focus on the Church’s pastoral priorities and
pressing issues affecting both the Catholic community and the nation.

Monsignor Pantin said the bishops would also deliberate on other
pastoral concerns facing communities across the country.

“As shepherds, the bishops come together to listen to one another
and to discern the best ways to respond to the needs of our communi-
ties. Your prayers are an essential part of that journey,” he said.

The CBCP holds plenary assemblies twice a year, in January and

July.

© nity in a single year, according to :
United Nations Children’s Fund :

suspected of wrongdoing.

It is amazing that out of a :
teenage population of 4.7 million,
only two committed such horrif- :
ic crimes influenced by the poor :
example of adults. Yet some law- :
makers have sought to label all :
children as potential criminals :
by lowering the minimum age :

of criminal responsibility to 10

years old. The real criminals are

needed is to strongly

they admired. During his term, :
. police were responsible for the :
brutal shooting of 6,252 civil- :
ians and were granted immunity.
Research by major internation- :
al human rights organisations :
estimates that the total num-:
© ber of deaths resulting from the :
© Duterte administration’s war on :
© drugs exceeds 30,000. There
© was no widespread public out- :
: rage as the bodies accumulated. :
Now, Duterte is set to be tried :
at the International Criminal :
Court [ICC] in The Hague. He :
allegedly ordered, even on live :
television, the killing of anyone :

Death squads

spoke out against the killings.
Perhaps the

has fostered this

to kill people with impunity.

: Are these games fostering a cul-
. ture that normalises deaths by
: shooting in the Philippines? The
© lethal weapon becomes a virtual,
{ . high-powered gun moving across
! © the screen, targeting opponents
: who are being hunted. Players
- fire and kill their “enemies” to
: earn “kill scores”.

Players—adults and teenag-

©ers alike—seemingly enjoy vir-
¢ tual “killing” and see nothing
© wrong or immoral in deriving
. pleasure from what is a crimi-
- nal, albeit virtual, act. Is this
© what motivated the two teenag-
. ers in Tacloban? Playing such
. games is a significant cultural
: phenomenon on smartphones
. in the Philippines, with many
© thousands participating day and
: night. While it may be immoral,
© it remains legal.

There are “Call of Duty” kill-

: ing tournaments, and similar

. ... . X : games centred on gun violence
after the tragic shooting incident disrupted what should have been an ordinary school day.

are equally popular, offering

© monetary prizes to winners. Has

: this phenomenon of killer games
the adults in positions of influ- :
- ence who can kill with impunity :
in a society conditioned to silent- :
* ly accept the corruption and vio- :
- lence perpetrated by those armed :
© with guns and power.

created a population conditioned
to accept and even cheer on the
killing sprees of “death squads”
and taught our children that it is
acceptable to “kill” people virtu-

- ally? This diminishes the value of
: human life and conditions chil-
What should shock the nation :
© more is what is unfolding at the
- ICC, where evidence of the hor- :
rific killings of thousands of inno- :
: . © cent Filipino civilians, allegedly :
educational games... : by Duterte’s “death squads”, is :
© being presented to a panel of :
© international judges. Even more :
disturbing is that these events :
were allowed to happen, cheered :
on by thousands of Duterte sup- :
porters, while so few Filipinos :
. including digital verbal abuse
uncontrolled
Internet access that enables the :
sexual abuse of two million Fili- :
pino children each year, and con-
tinues to promote online “Killing
Games”, is the “influencer” that
“culture of :
acceptability” within the popu- :
lation—one that allows and even
ignores violent crimes by adults. :
Police in Tacloban linked the :
14-year-old suspect to an obses- :
sion with a highly violent, Inter- :
- net-based mobile game called :
GoreBox, which features graphic :
gun violence and allows players :
. life, provide positive alternatives,

Tens of thousands of Filipi-
nos play the highly popular “Call
of Duty” and other games such :
as “League of Legends”, “Coun- :
ter-Strike”, and “Apex Legends”. :
. The primary objective in these :
violent games is to kill opponents.

dren to accept gun violence as a
normal part of daily life.

The school shooters told inves-
tigators they were victims of bul-
lying. UNICEF reported that one
in three children experienced
psychological or verbal violence
and bullying in school. Approx-
imately two in five children—
at least 33 per cent—reported
being victims of online bullying
and subjected to cyberviolence,

and unsolicited sexual messaging
from both adults and peers.

If this culture of violence per-
sists and becomes more socially
acceptable, Filipino children face
a bleak future, with increased
street and school gun violence
likely to erupt, as has occurred
in the United States, where there
were 1,455 gun-related incidents
in schools between 2021 and
2025, leaving over 350 teachers
and students dead and more than
800 injured.

What is urgently needed is
to strongly promote the value of

and advocate for values-based
and educational games for young
people, with tournaments and
significant prizes as incentives.

We can improve our commu-
nity by standing against evil and
choosing to do good.
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Caritas organises
vibrant green culkural
festival for migrants

cessfully took place on June 21 at the Zero Carbon Park in Kowloon

Bay. Organised by the Caritas Asian Migrant Social Service Project
and funded by the Environment and Conservation Fund, the event adopted
the inspiring theme "We Promise: Be a Green Carer!" The festival successfully
promoted waste reduction at source and recycling while fostering meaningful
multicultural exchange. It aimed to establish equal partnerships among foreign
domestic workers, employers, and the public to build a sustainable, green com-
munity together.

The opening ceremony welcomed distinguished guests, including represent-
atives from the Environmental Protection Department, the Environment and
Conservation Fund, and the Consulates General of the Philippines and Indo-
nesia. A creative upcycled fashion show initiated the event, featuring domestic
workers wearing beautiful garments made from discarded materials like plas-
tic bags, old newspapers, and beverage cartons. This show creatively con-
veyed the message of reducing carbon emissions while highlighting the helpers'
touching personal stories. Following this, guests attached upcycled flowers to a
display board and declared their environmental commitment.

The festival also hosted an awards ceremony for a recycling reward program
held from February to May, which attracted over four hundred domestic work-
ers. Maricel Villaruel Portugal won the individual category by collecting over 270
kilograms of recyclables, while the Caritas group won the team category with an
impressive total of nearly four thousand kilograms. Another participant, Merly
Bello Depio, won an award for recycling on 103 out of the 105 competition days.

In the afternoon, attendees enjoyed dynamic traditional dances and musical

The Sunday Vibes 2026 Green Domestic Helpers Cultural Festival suc-

When emergency arises, | stay calm and focus instead of
panicking. | quickly assess risks, follow safety procedures, and
prioritise the safety of those around me. Whether facing an
earthquake or a fire, | move to a safe location and evacuate
immediately. Clear thinking, good communication, and follow-
~ .| ing protocols help me respond effectively under pressure.

. — Riane Cajabjad

In - my younger years, disasters like fires and floods made
me panic. However, welcoming God into my life changed eve-
rything. Psalm 91 reminds us, “He is my refuge and my for-
tress, my God in whom | trust.” Now, | pray instead of fearing.
| know God is with me, and | find strength through him. His
message is clear: “Fear not, because | am with you always.”

— Alma De Los Reyes

Calamities are unpredictable, so as an overseas worker |
always stay alert. | keep a “Ready-to-Go Bag” with my doc-
uments, medicine, water, and a mobile phone. In an emer-
gency, | grab my bag, check on my employer, move to a
safe area, and call 911 if needed. | also update my fam-
ily and the embassy. Prayer matters most because his
— protection gives me strength. | also strive to love and

help others, just as we are taught to love one another.
— Ofelia de los Reyes

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation,
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace o
understanding, will quard your hearts and tjour minds... — Philippians 4:6-7

SUNDAY EXAMINER

(Above) Models
show off inventive
outfits crafted
entirely from
everyday recycled

waste.

(Right) Vibrant
energy behind the
scenes as event
helpers and tradi-
tional dancers come
together to celebrate
a successful day.

(Below) Festival-
goers gather at the
booths to collect
their eco-rewards.

performances from Indonesia and the Philippines, alongside interactive exhibi-
tions and educational games that allowed domestic workers and local citizens to
experience sustainable green living together. Photos and information supplied

Preparedness, prayer, and peace in the face of emergency

Calamities like earthquakes and fires cannot be predicted, so
my best response is to always prepare and stay alert. | keep a
“Ready-to-Go Bag” containing my passport, visa, medicines,
~ water, a whistle, a flashlight, a radio, and a mobile phone. Dur-
~ ing an emergency, | grab my bag, check on my employers, and
move to a safe area, calling 911 if we need help. | also update
my family and inform the embassy so they can monitor us.

= fiub-j Ramos

When an emergency like an earthquake or fire happens at
home, | try to stay calm and avoid panic. | quickly move to a
safe place and follow safety procedures to protect myself and
my family. After reaching safety, | say a short prayer, asking God
to keep us safe and give us strength. | also check if my fam-
ily are okay and help in small ways if it is safe. For me, staying
calm, praying, and thinking clearly helps me make better deci-
sions while waiting for the situation to end.

— Mavtih Rasing

Because we cannot control when earthquakes, floods, or
landslides happen, we must always be prepared and know the
- basic safety guidelines. When | experience these situations, |
admit that | get nervous and do not always know what to do at
first. Still, | choose to pray to God for protection and strength.
As Psalm 46:1 says, “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-
present help in trouble.” — Virginia Rillera

er and Pehfzmn with
{j , which transcends all

- - SREE
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YOUR DAILY
MASS GUIDE

JULY 5 - FOURTEENTH
SUNDAY OF ORDINARY
TIME. Mass of the Sunday,
Gloria, Creed, Preface of
Sundays (green). Readings:
Zechariah 9:9-10;

Romans 8:9, 11-13;
Matthew 11:25-30.

JULY 6 - MONDAY:
FOURTEENTH WEEK IN
ORDINARY TIME. Mass of
the day (green). Readings:
Hosea 2:16, 17b-18, 21-22;
Matthew 9:18-26.

JULY 7 — TUESDAY:
FOURTEENTH WEEK IN
ORDINARY TIME. Mass of
the day (green). Readings:
Hosea 8:4-7, 11-13;

Matthew 9:32-38.

JULY 8 - WEDNESDAY:
FOURTEENTH WEEK IN
ORDINARY TIME. Mass of
the day (green). Readings:
Hosea 10:1-3, 7-8, 12;
Matthew 10:1-7.

JULY 9 - THE BLESSEDS
AND SAINTS OF CHINA.
Mass of the feast, Gloria, Preface
of Martyrs (red).

Readings:

Hosea 11:1-4, 8c-9;

Matthew 10:7-15;

JULY 10 — FRIDAY:
FOURTEENTH WEEK IN
ORDINARY TIME. Mass of
the day (green). Readings:
Hosea 14:2-10;

Matthew 10:16-23.

JULY 11 —ST. BENEDICT.
Mass of the memorial (white).
Readings:

Isaiah 6:1-8;

Matthew 10:24-33.

Apostleship of
Prayer

Themes for
July 2026

For respect for human life
Let us pray for the respect and
protection of human life in all
its stages, recognising it as a
gift from God.

SUNDAY EXAMINER

Fourteenth Sunday of the Year

5 JULY 2026

Zechariah 9:9-10;
Readings: Romans 8:9, 11-13;
Matthew 11:25-30

he Gospel reading for this
Sunday is divided into
three parts: first, Jesus

thanks the Father for revealing the
kingdom of heaven to the poor and
to the simple. He then reveals the
intimate  relationship  between
himself and the Father in the
second part. Finally, he encourages
us to find solace in him by following
him.

“Come to me, all who labour
and are heavy-laden, and I will give
you rest.” It is evident that Jesus is
speaking to the people whom he
meets every day on the streets of
Galilee: many simple people, the
poor, the sick, sinners, and those
who are marginalised....

These people always followed
him to hear his words — the words
that gave hope! Life can be arduous,
and the Lord knows that. There are

Taking the yoke
of the Lord

many things that wear out the
heart: disappointments and wounds
from the past, burdens and wrongs
in the present, uncertainties and
concerns for the future.

In our time, this invitation from
Jesus reaches many brothers and
sisters oppressed by life’s uncertain
Many people
exhausted from the unbearable

conditions. are
weight of rejection and indifference.

So many people live on the
fringes of society, suffering from
extreme poverty, frustration, and
Thousands  of
people are forced to emigrate from

dissatisfaction.

their homeland, risking their lives.
More people, every day, carry the

burden of an economy that exploits
them and imposes an unbearable
“yoke” that the privileged ones -
those in the upper strata of society
- do not want to bear.

To each of these children of the
Father in heaven, Jesus repeats:
“Come to me, all of you”. Jesus’
invitation is for everyone. But
especially for those who suffer the
most. Today he says to each one:
“Take courage; do not give in to
life’s burdens; do not close yourself
off in the face of fears and sins.
Come to me!”.

Our late Pope Francis says in his
reflection on the passage that “Jesus
does not magically resolve our

problems, but he strengthens us
amid our struggles. Jesus does not
lift the burdens from our life, but he
resolves our anguish from our
hearts; he does not take away our
cross but carries it with us. And
with him, every burden becomes
light (cf. v. 30), because he is the
comfort we seek.”

@ Father Josekutty
Mathew CMF

ng Mabuting Balita para sa
Linggong ito ay nahahati sa
tatlong  bahagi:  una,

nagpapasalamat si Hesus sa Ama sa
paghahayag ng kaharian ng langit
sa mga dukha at simple. Sunod,
inthahayag niya ang malalim na
ugnayan sa pagitan niya at ng Ama
sa ikalawang bahagi. Sa huli,
hinihimok niya tayong humanap ng
kaaliwan sa kanya sa pamamagitan
ng pagsunod sa kanya.

“Lumapit kayo sa akin, kayong
lahat na napapagal at nabibigatan,
at kayo'y aking pagpapahingahin.”
Malinaw na kinakausap ni Hesus
ang mga taong nakakasalamuha

Ang pamatok na gumagaan
sa piling ng Panginoon

niya araw-araw sa mga lansangan
ng Galilea: mga simpleng tao,
mabhihirap, maysakit, makasalanan,
at mga itinakwil ng lipunan.

Palaging sumusunod ang mga
taong ito upang pakinggan ang
kanyang mga salita—mga salitang
nagbibigay ng pag-asa! Ang buhay
ay maaaring maging mahirap, at
alam iyan ng Panginoon. Maraming
bagay ang nagpapahirap sa puso:
mga kabiguan at sugat ng nakaraan,
mga pasanin at kawalang-
katarungan sa kasalukuyan, pati na
rin ang mga kawalan ng katiyakan
at alalahanin para sa hinaharap.

Sa ating panahon, ang
paanyayang ito ni Hesus ay
umaabot sa maraming kapatid na
pinahihirapan ng mabuway na
kalagayan ng buhay. Maraming tao

ang pagod na pagod na dahil sa
mabigat na dalahin ng pagtatakwil
at kawalan ng malasakit ng iba.
Napakaraming  tao  ang
namumuhay sa gilid ng lipunan,
nagtitiis sa matinding kahirapan,
pagkabigo, at kawalan ng kasiyahan.
Libu-libong tao ang napipilitang
mangibang-bayan mula sa kanilang
sariling lupain, itinataya ang
kanilang buhay. Mas marami pang
tao, araw-araw, ang pumapasan ng
bigat ng isang sistemang pang-
ekonomiya na nanamantala sa
kanila at nagpapataw ng hindi
matataguang “pamatok” na ayaw
namang  pasanin  ng mga
mayayaman at makapangyarihan.
Sa bawat isa sa mga anak na ito
ng Ama sa langit, inuulit ni Hesus:
“Lumapit kayo sa akin, kayong

lahat.” Ang paanyaya ni Hesus ay
para sa lahat, ngunit lalo na sa mga
pinakamahihirap at labis na
nagdurusa. Ngayon, sinasabi niya
sa bawat isa: “Magpakatatag kayo;
huwag kayong papatalo sa mga
pasanin ng buhay; huwag ninyong
isara ang inyong puso sa harap ng
mga takot at kasalanan. Lumapit
kayo sa akin!”

Sinabi ng ating yumaong Papa
Francisco sa kanyang pagninilay sa
tekstong ito na, “Hindi mahiwagang
nilulutas ni Hesus ang ating mga
problema, ngunit binibigyan niya
tayo ng lakas sa gitna ng ating mga
pakikibaka. Hindi inaalis ni Hesus
ang mga pasanin sa ating buhay,
ngunit pinapawi niya ang hapis sa
ating mga puso; hindi niya inaalis
ang ating krus kundi pinapasan niya
ito kasama natin. At kasama niya,
ang bawat pasanin ay gumagaan,
dahil siya ang kaaliwang ating

hinahanap.”
@ Claretian Publications HK

Ithough J.R.R. Tolkien was
a deeply devout Catholic,
is literary masterpiece,

The Lord of the Rings, contains
no explicit mentions of religion,
cults, or religious practices. Tolkien

explained that this omission was entirely intentional; he chose
to absorb the core Catholic elements directly into the plot and

the symbolism of his imagina

foundation recently gained renewed global attention when

Pope Leo XIV, writing about

intelligence, quoted the wizard Gandalf to emphasise

Tolkien’s Catholic Faith
in Middle-earth

ry world. This spiritual

the dangers of artificial

FAITH ALIVE!

companions as enemies.

mankind's duty to counter dehumanisation through small, steadfast

acts of daily fidelity.
Tolkien embeds his distinct Ca
through four central themes that g
First, the theme of disarming p

tholic worldview into the narrative
uide his characters' choices.
ower is shown because the quest to

destroy the Ring goes completely against the standard wisdom of
worldly power. Instead of using a powerful weapon to conquer the
Enemy, the characters choose to destroy it, resisting the temptation of
total dominance. True victory comes from refusing to take the tyrant’s
place. The powerful Lady Galadriel embodies this dynamic when she

chooses to yield her might to a

higher mission, echoing John the

Baptist’s humility by stepping aside so that others may be served.
Second, abiding hope ensures that even when darkness seems
completely overwhelming, a quiet promise remains that evil will

eventually pass. This is clear when
King Théoden becomes
imprisoned by despair and wicked
advice. Rather than replacing one
form of control with another,

Gandalf helps the weary king

freely choose hope again, restoring his personal dignity. True
hope relies on friendship, healing, and a refusal to treat

Third, discernment and responsibility create intense
tension as characters face agonizing moral dilemmas born out
of competing loyalties. Aragorn demonstrates this deep

discernment by delaying his long-awaited destiny as king in order to
rescue his captured friends. Similarly, Samwise Gamgee faces a
heartbreaking choice when he believes Frodo is dead. He independently
decides to take up the heavy burden of the Ring himself, highlighting
how the small and meek must carry the weight of freedom and fidelity.

Finally, elevating the weak forms the heart of the story. Ultimately,

the fate of Middle-earth does not
but on the weak and the humble.

depend on the mighty or the wise,
The forces of evil are completely

blind to the quiet courage of ordinary creatures like the Hobbits. By
rejecting despair and carrying on against all odds, these small

characters achieve the impossible.

They return home with a deeper

love for their ordinary lives, successfully redeeming their homeland.

e Leonard J. DeLorenzo
OSV News
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She sat down and that was enough

by John Singarayar, SVD

y grandmother had a :
gift that made people :
uncomfortable.  She

would stop, right in the middle

of whatever was happening, and :
look at someone the way most :
of us are too busy or too fright-:
ened to look at anyone. Not a :
glance. Not the polite, sliding :
eye contact of strangers. A full, :
unhurried look, like she was try- :
ing to remember someone she :
had almost forgotten. And then :
she would walk over. She always

walked over.

I asked her once why she kept
interrupting her own life for peo- :
ple she barely knew. She dried :
her hands on her apron and :
said, without any drama at all, :
“Because somebody has to. And :

I'm already here.”

I have spent most of my adult
life trying to become the kind of :

person who walks over.

I'm not there yet. That’s the

honest part.

There’s a moment in Acts 1 :
that Pve read a hundred times :
and only recently stopped rush- :
ing past. Jesus has ascended. The -
disciples are standing there, com- :
pletely still, staring into the sky :
with the kind of expression you
can’t manufacture, the look of :
people who have just witnessed -
something that broke every cat- :
. for one of the least of these broth-

And two angels appear, not
with fanfare, but with a question :
that sounds almost tired of wait-
ing: “Men of Galilee, why do :
you stand looking into heaven?” :
[Acts 1:11]. I used to read that as
correction. Now it sounds to me :
like something my grandmother :
would say. Not unkind. Just done
with waiting for you to notice :

egory they owned.

what’s right in front of you.

a permanent address.

fresh.
The pattern never changes.

end in stillness. It ends with feet

moving toward someone who :

needs them.
I learned this the hard way
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: on a Sunday morning I almost :
. wasted.

The service had been one of :
those rare ones. The kind where :
. the music opens something in :
© your chest you forgot was closed,
and the prayers feel like they’re :
somewhere :
instead of bouncing off the ceil- :
ing. I walked out full. Genuinely :
full, the way you feel after a meal :
with people you love. And there :
was a woman sitting on the curb : |
outside, crying into a phone that :
had already gone dead. I saw her. :

I want to be clear about that. :
. I saw her, and I kept walking for :
about four steps before something -
stopped me. Not inspiration. Not :

actually  going

a voice. More like the memory of : fg

an apron and two dried hands :
and a sentence I'd heard 20 years :

ago.

curb.

I don’t remember everything. :
. I remember she was behind on :
rent. I remember she laughed :
: once, suddenly, and then looked
almost startled by the sound of :

it, like she hadn’t heard herself
laugh in a while and didn’t quite
trust it. I remember thinking,
somewhere in the uncomfortable
middle of that conversation, that
this felt more honest than any-
thing that had happened inside
the building behind us.

Jesus said, “Whatever you did

ers and sisters of mine, you did for
me” [Matthew 25:40].

He didn’t say whatever you
felt during worship. He didn’t say
however long you stood with your
eyes closed. He placed himself
inside the hungry, the stranger,
the one everyone steps around.
He said, inlanguage plain enough
to sting: I'm already there. You're

. the one who needs to arrive.
Jesus never let wonder become

That one sentence rearranges

. everything.

He pulled fishermen off boats
before they’d finished process- :
ing the catch. He sent the 72 :
out while they were still nervous :
[Luke 10:1]. He told the man he :
healed to pick up his mat imme- :
diately, while the feeling was still :

God isn’t waiting only at the
altar. He’s on the curb. He’s in the
back pew, held together by rou-
tine and quiet desperation. He’s
in the face of the man who comes
to church every Sunday not
because he’s certain of anything

© but because he cannot survive
: another week of no one know-
An encounter with God doesn’t :

ing his name. He was already

© with that woman before T sat

down. I didn’t bring him there. I

just finally stopped being some-
. where else.

The early Church understood

© this with a simplicity that con-
: victs me. They had no build-
: ings, no platform, no polished
- strategy. They had a risen Lord
. and the unshakeable conviction
© that mercy was not optional [Acts
© 2:44-45].

Persecution scattered them,

- and wherever they landed, the

I sat down beside her on the

gospel travelled the only way it :
. ever really travels, through one :
person sitting down with another,
staying longer than was comfort- :

able, and meaning it [Acts 8:4].

Isaiah said it centuries ear-:
lier and it still hasn’t softened: :

Photo: Niloy Palit on

atall [James 2:17].

© was trying to shame anyone.

I think they were just tired of

people staring at the sky.

My grandmother died on a

- Wednesday, which felt wrong
© because Wednesdays were ordi-
: nary and she was not. At her
: funeral, I lost count of the peo-
© ple I didn’t recognise. Strangers
. who cried like family. A man who
: drove four hours because she had
: once sat beside him in a hospital
© waiting room for an entire after-
. noon and never once looked at
. her watch. I didn’t know about
. that afternoon until he told me at
© her graveside, and I stood there
- thinking, that was just a Tuesday
© to her. That was just somebody
. who needed somebody.

The angels weren’t wrong to

. interrupt the disciples. Wonder
- is not the enemy. It’s fuel. It’s
real faithfulness feeds the hungry, :
houses the homeless, and breaks :
chains [Isaiah 58:6-7]. James
© said faith that watches need walk :
- pastitisn’t weak faith. It’s no faith -
: © one is sitting on a curb.
I don’t think either of them :

the thing that reminds you who
you're following and why. But fuel
is only meaningful when some-
thing moves.

And outside, right now, some-

You're already here.

Philippine corporations enjoy
greater protection than communities
in environmental conflicts

MANILA (LICAS NEWS):

tems.
of ecological justice must begin,”

the Philippine Misereor Partner- :
ship Inc. [PMPI] said in a state- :

ment on June 25.

It warned that corporations :
in the Philippines are receiving :

“We :
are now witnessing a catastroph- :
ic role reversal where corpora- :
tions enjoy greater protection :
than communities and ecosys- :
This must end. The era :

‘@ 70 MFHJ&J
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greater protection than commu- : (£

nities and ecosystems, noting that :
legal actions against environmen- :
tal human rights defenders reflect :
an escalating pattern of corpo- :
rate intimidation and harassment. :

PMPI cited the recent civil suit
filed against Bishop Jose Elmer :
Mangalinao of the Diocese of :
Bayombong, along with clergy :
over :
their opposition to a 4,456-hec- :
tare mining exploration project :
in Kasibu, Nueva Vizcaya [Sun- :

and local land defenders,

day Examiner, June 28].

It described the case as “a dis- :
turbing sign of how far corporate :
power will go to suppress peace- :

ful, faith-based resistance.”

The statement said, “When a
bishop is sued simply for celebrat- :
ing Mass, offering prayers, and :
standing with indigenous com- :
munities, the law has been sev- :

ered from its moral foundation.”
The

statement also cited :

5
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On 23 January, residents and environmental advocates
protested Woggle Corporation’s mining exploration in
Dupax del Norte, Nueva Vizcaya, displaying banners as
police look on. Photo: Mark Saludes/LiCAS News

Homonhon Island in Eastern :
Samar, where partner communi- :
ties have documented the effects :
of decades of large-scale open- :
: pit mining, leaving residents with :
polluted air, compromised water :
sources, and concerns for their :
. using legal action against commu-
PMPI urged government :
- defenders, cease operations that

children’s future.

agencies, regulatory institutions,

the security sector, and the justice :
system to provide effective pro- :
tection for environmental human :
. rights defenders, hold corpora- :
. tions accountable for environ- :
mental harm and violations, and :

ensure consultations and free, pri-
or and informed consent in com-
munities and ancestral domains.
“The law must serve life, not
profit,” PMPI said.
The organisation also called
on extractive companies to stop

nities, clergy, and environmental

violate ecological limits and com-
munity rights, and respect the
rights of nature.

“No corporation has the right
to endanger the future,” PMPI
said.
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The price of unity: when differences
a must never become division

(SE): On June 29, Monday, the :
Church celebrated the Solemnity :
of Saints Peter and Paul, remind- :
ing Catholics each year that the :
Church was built upon two very :
different men. Peter, the impet- :
uous fisherman, and Paul, the :
learned Pharisee and mission- :
ary, differed in temperament, :
background, and even in their :
understanding of how the Gospel :
should be lived in its earliest days. :
Scripture does not hide these dif-
ferences. St Paul openly recounts :
that he “opposed Peter to his face” :
in Antioch [Galatians 2:11] over :
the treatment of Gentile converts. :
It was a serious disagreement that :
touched the very life and mission
of the Church.

Yet their disagreement never
resulted in schism. Just two days
after the solemnity, on Wednes- :
day, July 1, we are confronted :
with the painful spectre of schism
in the Church, as reports sug-
gest that the Society of St Pius
X [SSPX] may proceed with
the illicit consecration of bishops
without a pontifical mandate.

Both apostles Peter and Paul

argued passionately because both :
loved Christ and his Church. :
They challenged one another, :
but neither questioned the uni- :
ty of the Church founded by :
Christ, nor the Petrine ministry :
entrusted to Peter. Their differ- :
ences were resolved within the :
communion of the Church, not :
outside it. Their martyrdom in :
Rome ultimately bore supreme
witness that fidelity to Christ :
always includes fidelity to the uni- :
ty of his Body.

Pope Leo XTIV has made clear :
that such an action would consti- :
tute a “schismatic act”, echoing :
the painful events of 1988 when :

. Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre :
. consecrated four bishops against :

the express command of Pope St.

. John Paul II. That act resulted :

in excommunication and deep- :
ened wounds that the Church has -
spent decades trying patiently to :
heal. This lesson is particularly :
relevant today.

The sadness surrounding the :
current situation is all the great-
er because successive popes have :
consistently extended hands of :

reconciliation. Pope Benedict :
XVI lifted the excommunica- :
tions of the bishops consecrated :
in 1988 as a gesture of goodwill. :
Pope Francis granted faculties :
for certain sacraments celebrat- :
ed by SSPX priests, hoping to :
foster greater communion. Pope :
Leo has likewise expressed sor- :
row rather than anger, insisting :
that division within the Church :

always remains a cause for grief.

Yet unity cannot exist without -
. obedience. :

At the heart of the present :
conflict is not the celebration :
of the Latin Mass, as is often :
portrayed. The Church herself :
treasures the richness of her litur- :
gical heritage, as Pope Benedict :
made abundantly clear. Rather,
the real issue concerns author- :
ity: who authentically interprets :
Sacred Tradition, and whether :
an individual group can decide :
which teachings of the Second :
- Vatican Council or which direc- :
tives of the Successor of Peter it :

will accept or reject.

This question strikes at the :

very heart of Catholic identity.
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© themselves

As the Church
prays for those
who may be
tempted towards
separation, she
must also pray
for herself—
that charity
may prevail
over suspicion,
dialogue over
confrontation,
and communion
over division

have

© ness of truth while the rest of the
. Church has fallen into error. It
* begins by distinguishing between
: the “true Church” and the “offi-
- cial Church,” between “faithful
© Catholics” and those supposedly
: led astray. Such thinking inevi-
* tably places personal judgment
: above ecclesial communion.

This is precisely why the pre-

© sent SSPX crisis should concern
. every Catholic, not only those
- attached to the traditional liturgy.
. Many faithful who are drawn to
. the society sincerely seek rever-
© ence, doctrinal clarity, beautiful
- liturgy and spiritual discipline—
- desires that are not only under-
. standable but commendable. The
. Church herself should continue
© striving to nourish these legiti-
. mate aspirations.

However, no legitimate desire,

. however noble, can justify sepa-
. ration from the visible commun-
* ion of the Church. Catholic unity
: is not built upon identical prefer-
: ences or complete agreement on
: every prudential matter. It rests
The Second Vatican Coun- :
© cil did not create a new Church. :
. It sought to renew the Church’s :
© mission while remaining faith-:
: ful to the deposit of faith hand- :
. ed down through the centuries. :
. Catholics may legitimately dis-
: cuss the implementation of the :
. council, express concerns over
: pastoral decisions, or debate litur- :
- gical practices.
© Throughout history, saints :
respectfully :
- challenged abuses and called for :
. reform. St. Catherine of Siena :
. courageously urged the pope to :
" return to Rome. St. Francis of :
: Assisi renewed the Church not :
- by separating from her but by :
. embracing radical obedience. :
. Genuine reform has always flour- :
. ished within communion, never
: through rupture. _
: History painfully reminds us :
. of the consequences when disa- :
. greement hardens into separation. :
© Martin Luther began by pro-
. testing genuine abuses that des- :
- perately required reform. Many -
© of his initial criticisms found res-
. onance even within the Church. :
© Yet what began as a call for
. reform eventually led to a perma- :
- nent division that fractured West-
- ern Christianity, leaving wounds
. that remain visible more than five :
. centuries later. :
: Today, despite sincere ecu-:
- menical efforts, Christians con- :
. tinue to suffer the consequences :
- of that division.
Schism rarely begins with :
. hatred of the Church. More often, :
. it begins with the conviction :
. that one alone possesses the full- :

upon communion in faith, the
sacraments, and union with the
Successor of Peter.

The feast of Saints Peter and
Paul offers the Church a time-
ly reminder that unity does not
require uniformity. Peter and
Paul did not think alike in every
circumstance, but they believed
alike in Christ. They disagreed

- vigorously, yet they remained

brothers in one apostolic mission.
Their example challenges Catho-
lics today to distinguish between
legitimate diversity and destruc-
tive division.

Every age of the Church has
experienced tensions, misunder-
standings, and internal debates.
Such realities are not signs that
Christ has abandoned his Church.
Rather, they call believers to

. greater humility, deeper listening,

and renewed trust in the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit. Com-
munion sometimes demands
sacrifice, patience, and even suf-
fering, but it remains the sure
path willed by Christ Himself.

As the Church prays for those
who may be tempted towards
separation, she must also pray for
herself—that charity may pre-
vail over suspicion, dialogue over
confrontation, and commun-
ion over division. The witness of

© Peter and Paul reminds us that

the Church grows strongest not
when every voice is identical, but
when every voice remains united

- around Christ.

Differences of opinion will
always exist within the Church.
Schism must never be allowed to
become their destination.



