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The quiet resilience of Hong Kong’s

Japanese Catholic community
o

HONG KONG (SE): “Eventhough :
itisasmall community, they come  :
together to attend Mass and cher- :
ish their time here. This is a true :
witness to the community spirit of -
the Christian faith,” said Tarcisio :
Isao Cardinal Kikuchi, the arch- :
bishop of Tokyo, during a recent :
visit to Hong Kong, where he cel- :
ebrated Mass for the city’s Jap- :
anese-speaking Catholics at St. :
Margaret Mary’s Church in Hap- :
py Valley on August 23. :

Cardinal Kikuchi noted that :
keeping the faith carries particu- :
lar challenges for Japanese Cath-
olics: Christians remain a small :
minority in Japan, and in Hong :
Kong it is all too easy for expa- :
triates to drift away from living :
their faith altogether. Against that
backdrop, he said he was moved
to see overseas Japanese sustain- -
ing such a vibrant community of :
faith. '

Two decades ago, at the height :
of corporate postings to the city, :
the Hong Kong Japanese Catho- :
lic Society counted more than two
hundred members. As econom- :
ic tides shifted and companies :
scaled back their overseas assign- :
ments, the expatriate population :
gradually thinned. Today, the
core group has settled at around
20 faithful—smaller in number, :
perhaps, but no less steadfast in :
devotion.

The community’s endurance :
owes much to the quict selfless- :
ness of its lay leaders and a suc- :
cession of dedicated missionary :
priests. Chief among its founding :
figures was the late Maryknoll
Father Adam Gudalefsky, who :
spoke fluent Japanese, welcomed :
every newcomer personally, and :
for years anchored the communi- :
ty at St. Margaret’s. His example
left a lasting mark: inspired by his :
ministry, one community mem-
ber went on to answer a religious :
vocation and joined the Salesian :
seminary in Japan. .

Community leader,
Nishida, still remembers being
baptised by Father Gudalefsky 15 :

Akio

—

—

e

. Cardinal Kikuchi celebrated -

a Mass for the Japanese-
speaking communaity at

. St. Margaret Mary’s Church

on August 23.

The cardinal with _Jerome
Li, his wife, their five-
month-old son, and his
mother-in-law after
blessing the child.

. years ago. Months after the elder- : &8
ly priest returned to the United :
States, he died during the Cov- :
id-19 pandemic in 2020, at the :
- ageof92.

Before he passed, he left Akio :
with a final charge: to carry on :
the spiritual work and continue :
shepherding the local Japanese :

faithful.

members’ busy work schedules.

TEECELE 1

Columban Fathers, and in Eng-
lish by the late Claretian Father :

Mario Vincenzo Bonfaini.
Today, Mass is celebrated in :

. English by Father Andrew Kim :

Akio took those words to heart. :
He and his wife, Teresa, pledged :
to keep the community alive— :
vowing to sustain it even if only :
one member remained. Beyond :
their administrative duties, the :
couple now offers flexible, one-on-
one catechism classes and Bible :
study sessions designed around :
. bilingual booklet. It pairs the cel- :

Following Father Gudalefsky’s : :
death, Masses were celebrated in :
. Japanese by Father Timothy Mul- :
roy and Father Brian Vale of the :

Yong Jae, parish priest of St. Mar- :
garet’s; Father Remy Kurowski, :
chaplain to Hong Kong’s French- :
speaking Catholic communi- :
ty; Divine Word Father Franz :
Gassner, and Father Peter Lo Pak-
wing. :

To assist the English-speak- :
ing priests, Akio created a custom :

ebrant’s parts in English with the :
congregation’s responses in Japa- :
nese, helping members follow and -
pray through the Mass effortlessly. :

English homilies.

no other language can.”

g
LT :
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‘Even though it is a
small community,
they come together
to attend Mass and
cherish their time here’

The community also stays con-

© nected to Japan itself, producing
: an online monthly newsletter that
. shares news of its gatherings and
: events in Hong Kong. It regu-
. larly welcomes visiting Japanese
© Catholics who come to the city for
© international Church events, such
- as Taizé gatherings and hymnal
: exchanges.

The community’s warmth has

© drawnin members well beyond its
: Japanese core, including Italian
. and Singaporean Catholics, along
© with a number of local residents
. who now attend the 11:00am Sun-
© day Mass regularly.

Among them is Jerome Li, a

. local Chinese altar server who
© has been a fixture of the group
. for more than 10 years. He first
© joined to practise his Japanese,
© but stayed on, moved by the mis-
. sionaries’ quiet dedication—from
© Father Gudalefsky, who con-
: tinued serving the community
- despite his failing health, to Father
. Bonfaini, who travelled tirelessly
. from Macau to be there. Jerome

Starting in July, the commu-
: nity welcomed Jesuit Father Alexe
: Pak Chong-hwan of Matteo Ric-:
ci College, who now comes from
Macau once a month to celebrate :
Mass in Japanese—a great help
for members who struggle with :
¢ first time, so the cardinal could

Sustaining a language-specif- :
ic fellowship in a city like Hong :
Kong, where Japanese Catholics
. are scattered and English-lan- :
guage Masses are never far away, -
takes no small measure of dedi- :
cation. Yet for Akio, the effort is :
well worth it. “Using our mother
tongue in Mass is essential,” he :
says. “Ittouches the heartinaway :

later studied in Japan and, on his
return, resumed his service to the
community, now also lending a
hand with translations.

During Cardinal Kikuchi’s
visit, Li brought his five-month-
old son, Aquinas, to Mass for the

give him a personal blessing.
Watching his son sleep peacefully
through the blessing, Li spoke of a
quiet hope—that Aquinas grows
up healthy and, perhaps one day,
follows in his father’s footsteps as
an altar server for this small but
resilient community.

See page 12 for more coverage on
Cardinal Kikuch’s visit to Hong Kong
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Summer soccer project
empowers the displaced

»

The class came to an end with children thoroughly
exhausted yet clearly delighted. Photo supplied

HONG KONG (SE): On August 15, a special presentation ceremo- :
ny marked the conclusion of the “Summer Soccer Class.” This pro- :
gramme was a joint initiative of the Society of St Vincent de Paul :
Central Council of Hong Kong [SSVP-HK] and Pastoral Care for :
Displaced People [PCDP], and two secondary schools. It was designed
to promote social inclusion for young asylum seekers and refugees.

Nine representatives from the two organisers attended, including :
PCDP coordinator Good Shepherd Sister Corazon Demetillo, Holy :
Spirit Missionary Sister Ruth Francisca Mulyani, SSVP-HK president :
Ellis Suen, vice president Sophia Chow, and several school principals. :
The ceremony honoured 16 participating children.

Each young player received a custom-made souvenir: a specially :
designed jersey featuring their name and number, setting a joyful tone :
of dignity and recognition. :

During the occasion, Sister Demetillo, coordinator of the PCDP, :
congratulated the 16 participants, remarking that they looked like pro- :
fessional players in their uniforms. She encouraged the players to be :
the best versions of themselves by joining school football competitions, :
expressed gratitude to the coaches, teachers, and student volunteers, :
and thanked the visiting principals for opening opportunities for the
children to join school teams in the future. :

The event marked the culmination of a four-session football pro- :
gramme hosted at De La Salle Secondary School, Sheung Shui. :
Organised with support from SSVP-HK and PCDP, the sessions were :
led by a coach hired specifically for the programme who was assisted
by a physical education teacher and ten student assistants from Tuen :
Mun Catholic Secondary School.

Throughout the course, the children developed fundamental skills— :
such as dribbling, ball control, passing, shooting, and positional play— :
and participated in friendly simulated matches that provided an active
alternative to summer isolation. :

Following the presentations, the children took to the pitch for their :
fourth and final session. Despite having endured challenging weather :
conditions, including heavy rain and intense heat over previous weeks, :
the participants threw themselves into the final games with enthusiasm. :

Hong Kong Catholic Church
Sunday Mass Schedule

You can obtain the Mass times and
whereabouts of churches from the Hong Kong
Catholic Church’s website
http://www.catholic.org.hk
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A pregnancy counselling and care service
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Church leaders warn

displacement threatens

future of Palestinian

)

A child in a tent camp in Deir al-Balah, in the central Gaza Strip on March 11. Photo: OSV

NEWS):  Palestinian .
Christian leaders have warned :
that the war in Gaza and deterio- :
rating conditions in the occupied
West Bank are deepening despair :
among communities, prompt- :

: ing some to consider emigration. :

According to the United Nations :
Office for the Coordination of :
Humanitarian Affairs, the Chris- :
tian population in the Holy Land :
has declined sharply in recent :

* decades, with fewer than 50,000

Christians remaining across Isra- :
el, the West Bank, and Gaza.
The warning comes from A :

¢ Jerusalem Voice for Justice, an :

ecumenical Christian group :
whose signatories include Latin :
Patriarch Emeritus Michel Sab- :
bah, Lutheran Bishop Emeri- :

: tus Munib Younan, and Greek
© Orthodox Archbishop Atallah :
: Hanna. Jesuit Father David Neu- :
. haus, another signatory, released :
© the appeal.

In the appeal reported by Asi-

" aNews on August 24, the group :
© cited deaths and displacement in
: Gaza, as well as settlement :
expansion, checkpoints, closures,
. and movement restrictions in the :
- West
¢ groups such as B'Tselem and :
: Human Rights Watch have doc- :

© umented a significant increase in -

Bank. Human rightsé

ENGLISH LESSONS

Do local friends ask you
if you know any English
teachers? Refer them
to: Paul Stables MA MEd
www.tutorialfield.com.hk
WhatsApp: 6012 3236

News/Mahmoud Issa, Reuters

Israeli settlement activity and .
restrictions on Palestinian move-
ment since the 7 October 2023 :
Hamas attack on Israel and the :
resulting, devastating conflict.

“We cannot remain silent,” :
the group said. :

The appeal warned against :
becoming accustomed to the :

“This land is not
only the land where
our ancestors lived;

it is also the land
where we want our

to consider emigration. Accord-
ing to a 2024 BBC( report, many
Palestinian Christians cite inse-
curity, lack of economic opportu-

© nity, and movement restrictions

as key reasons for leaving the

¢ region.

“What is happening in Pales-
tinian cities and villages, includ-

. ing Taybeh with its significant
- Christian presence, concerns us
. all,” the group added.

The appeal urged Church-

. es and Christian institutions to
. prioritise supporting Palestinians
‘ to remain in their homeland,
© including through the provision

. of jobs, education, and hous-

children to live’

- ing. Aid agencies such as Car-

o itas Jerusalem and Catholic
- Relief Services have called for
: increased international support

suffering in Gaza, where two
million people reportedly face :
starvation and hardship amid :

* destruction and the collapse of :

healthcare services. The World
Health Organisation reports
that more than half of Gaza’s :
hospitals are non-functional, and :
the United Nations has describ- :
ed the situation as a “humanitar- :
ian catastrophe”.

“The danger today is that we :

become accustomed to this trag-

edy,” the signatories said.

: They called for “the pro-:
- tection of civilians, guaranteed :
© access to humanitarian aid, and :
- an end to killings, destruction, :
© hunger, and fear.”
: The group also warned that :
: conditions in the West Bank are
. pushing both Muslim and Chris- :
. tian Palestinians into “ever-deep-
. ening despair” and leading some :

for these initiatives.

It also addressed Palestinian
Christians directly: “We tell you:
do not let fear dominate you, sug-
gesting that you are strangers in

- your own land. Do not let despair

cloud your future,” the signato-
ries said.

“We are not relics of the past,”
they added, describing Palestin-

- ian Christians as “an integral

part of its people, of its past, its
present, and its future.”

The group called on politi-
cal decision-makers, particularly
in the United States, “to assume
their responsibilities, working to
put an end to killings, displace-

© ment, and destruction.”

The appeal stated: “"This land
is not only the land where our
ancestors lived; it is also the land
where we want our children to
live.”
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Resilience and kindness
after Flores earthquake

HONG KONG
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Long serving Jesuit
returns to the Father

' HONG KONG (SE): Father O : 48
: Cearbhallain, Sean of the Socie- :
* ty of Jesus returned peacefully to :
- the Father on August 23 at Wise :
. Mansion, Flat 4L, 52 Robinson :
© Road, Hong Kong at 5:20pm. :
 He was 88-years-old 5
Father O Cearbhallain was
. born in Derry, Ireland, on 28 :
: October 1938. He entered the :
© society at St. Mary’s Novitiate, :
- Emo, County Laois, Ireland :
“on 7 September 1956, and was
. ordained to the priesthood in :
- Derry, on 23 July 1971. :
" He professed his final vows |  Let us remember Father O
- on 5 November 1975, at Wah : Cearbhallain in our prayers and
© Yan College, Hong Kong [tran- : the Holy Eucharist.

Bishop Hormat visits earthquake victims.
Photo: Fides

RUTENG (FIDES): “An ecarth- :
quake can bring so many things :
to collapse in a matter of sec-
onds. Homes, places of worship, :
schools—even our sense of secu- :
rity can suddenly become fragile,”
said Bishop Siprianus Hormat of
Ruteng, Flores Island, Indone-
sia, following the earthquake that :

struck the area on August 15.

“I witnessed the emergence of
a remarkable spirit of solidarity: . . ,
people began helping one anoth- : without hOId'ng back
er with generosity and without : :
holding back,” Bishop Hormat : :
. ing structures. The number of :

- displaced people has exceeded :

observed. “Many started sending
food, distributing medicines, and

offering their time as volunteers. :
: approximately 74,000 homes, :

Government agencies, healthcare

workers, humanitarian organisa- :
tions, and local Catholic com- :
* uninhabitable. Infrastructure has :
© also been severely affected: more

munities mobilised through their
respective networks.

He noted, “Amid the dam- :
infrastructure, :
¢ vice.

aged physical
another kind of infrastructure

was already at work: a network of
© recovery period will last far long-
. er than the time during which :
" a disaster remains at the cen- :
. tre of media attention. Homes °

kindness.”

The Diocese of Ruteng was
among the hardest hit by the
earthquake and has suffered

extensive damage. Caritas opera- :
tional centres are active through-
- hoods restored,” Bishop Hormat
: said. :

out the island, coordinating
humanitarian assistance across

Flores’ four dioceses: the Archdi- :
ocese of Ende and the Dioceses of
* solidarity cannot rely solely on
© spontaneity; it must be supported
* by good governance. Flores needs :
: stronger homes, safer schools, and
: better disaster management. And

Maumere, Ruteng, and Labuan
Bajo.

The official death toll across
Flores, as of August 25, reached
100. More than 1,600 people

were injured, many suffering seri- :
ous trauma caused by collaps- :

‘I witnessed the
emergenceofa
remarkable spirit of
solidarity: people
began helping
one another with
generosity and

180,000. The tremors damaged :
23,000 of which have either com- :
pletely collapsed orbeen rendered :
than 319 schools and 124 health :

centres are currently out of ser- :

“After the emergency, the :

must be rebuilt, trauma must be :
addressed and healed, and liveli- :

“This is where social capital :
faces its next test: the network of :

it needs people who cannot bear :
to see others suffer alone,” he said. :

Mission for Mi&rant Workers
Shelter Hotline:
9488-9044 and 9488-9844
Open 24/7 (including public holidays)

Service Hotline : 2522 8264
Counselling —— Employment Issues
open to employees and employers

Sunday to Friday : 10:00am to 5:00pm

- scribed to the Chinese Province]. ©  May he rest in peace.

By Father Joseph Chan Wing-chiu

He is also on the other side

career, good health, a happy family, and fruit from our hard work. It comes naturally to us to chase

success, wealth, and peace, just as we naturally push away failure, illness, poverty, and death. Given
the choice, who would choose to suffer? Who wants to lose? Who would willingly take a path full of
setbacks?

That is why, in this Sunday’s gospel, we hear Peter trying so urgently to stop Jesus. When Jesus first
clearly warns his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem, suffer at the hands of the elders, chief priests, and
teachers of the law, be killed, and be raised on the third day [Matthew 16:21], Peter immediately pulls
him aside. “Never, Lord!” he says. “This shall never happen to you!” [Matthew 16:22].

Peter’s reaction is deeply human. To the Jews of the time, a truly successful Messiah was supposed to
arrive in triumph and set up a glorious kingdom. How could he fail? How could he suffer? How could
he be nailed to a cross? Yet Jesus answers sternly, “...you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but
merely human concerns” [cf. Matthew 16:23]. The issue is not that Peter lacks love for Jesus, but that
he only sees one side of life. He longs for glory, but rejects the cross; he longs for resurrection, but rejects
death; he longs for victory, but rejects defeat.

Are we not just the same today?

Our society puts immense value on efficiency, achievement, and competition. From an early age, we
are taught to push for better grades, higher status, and better pay. We strive for good health and try to
dodge growing old; we pursue wealth and try to escape hardship; we aim for success and run from fail-
ure. Yet the truth of life is rarely a one-way street.

Often, it is only after experiencing failure that we learn what real success is. Only through illness do
we realise that health is not something to take for granted. Hardship teaches us gratitude and care, and
facing death pushes us to think seriously about what it means to be alive. The fullness of life never comes
from having only one side of it. Instead, we grasp life’s deeper meaning as we move between light and
dark, gain and loss, life and death.

Jesus walked this exact path. He did not dodge human pain or bypass life’s dark nights. He accept-
ed human weakness, misunderstanding, betrayal, rejection, and even death itself. Yet he did not stay
trapped in pain and death. The cross was not the end—resurrection was the Father’s ultimate confirma-
tion of his life. As both God and man, Jesus invites us to experience a truly complete life.

Jesus then tells the crowd, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their
cross and follow me” [Matthew 16:24]. This is not a call to actively seek out suffering, nor to passively
endure misfortune. It is an invitation to understand that personal growth usually happens when we face
life’s other side. A grain of wheat must fall to the ground first; a seed must first be buried; dawn always
follows the dark.

In Hong Kong today, many people carry heavy crosses. Some face family difficulties, others strug-
gle with work stress, some bear painful illnesses, and others feel lost about their direction in life. When
these moments arrive, our instinct is to escape the pain as quickly as possible. Yet the gospel reminds us
that God does not wait only for our successes to stand beside us. He stays with us in failure, walks with
us through tears, and leads us to life through the darkest valleys. It is right at the border of life and death
that we find where true life lies.

Real life is not about a world without tears; it is holding onto hope even while crying. It is not about a
world without darkness; it is seeing God’s light while in the dark. It is not about dodging death; it is liv-
ing out love even in its shadow.

Jesus Christ shows us the heart of God through his own genuine humanity. Having lived through
pain, he understands our pain. Having passed through death, he can lead us into life.

When we look for life’s answers amidst the noise of the world, we might realise that what we have been
searching for is not in success, wealth, or health, but in Christ, who was crucified and risen. As we follow
and seek the footsteps of our Lord, what we ultimately find is not just the meaning of life, but life itself.

I n life, we always like looking on the bright side. We hope for a smooth
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Vatican’s top diplomat begins
visit to Russia as European

leaders flock to Kyiv

(OSV NEWS): Archbishop Paul :
Gallagher, the Vaticans sec-:
retary for relations with states :
and international organisations, :
arrived in Moscow on August 24 -
for a four-day visit, with meetings
scheduled with the Russian gov- :
ernment, Orthodox and Catho-
lic leaders.

The visit, announced by the :
Vatican Secretariat of State on :
X [formerly Twitter|, comes as :
Russia continues its invasion of
Ukraine and as European leaders

flocked to Kyiv, Ukraine’s capi- : |q :

tal, to show their solidarity on :
the 35th anniversary of Ukraine’s
Independence Day on August 24.

Archbishop — Gallagher s :
scheduled to return to Rome on :
August 28. The trip follows a :
series of diplomatic meetings by :
Vatican officials, including Arch-
bishop Gallagher, only weeks ear- :
lier in Ukraine.

A five-day visit from July 17-21 :
as Pope Leo XIV’s envoy to cel- :
ebrations commemorating the :
35th anniversary of the renew- :
al of structures of the Latin-rite :
Church in Ukraine was capped :
by Archbishop Gallagher meet- :
ing Ukrainian president, Volody- :
myr Zelenskyy.

While in Moscow, Arch-
bishop Gallagher is not sched- :
uled to meet Russian president, :
Vladimir Putin, however, he is
set to meet Russian foreign min- :
ister, Sergey Lavrov, and Metro- :
politan Anthony of Volokolamsk, :
chairperson of the Department :
for External Church Relations of :
the Russian Orthodox Church’s :
Moscow Patriarchate, on August :
25. The following day, he will :
meet Yuri Ushakov, a foreign pol- :
icy adviser to Putin. :

“The schedule confirms the :
Holy See’s determination to con- :
tinue along the path of dialogue, :
even at one of the most difficult :
moments in international rela- :
tions at the global level,” Vatican
News reported.

On August 27, the archbish- :
op will meet clergy and religious :
and celebrate Mass at Moscow’s :
Cathedral of the Immaculate :
Conception of the Blessed Vir-:
gin Mary. He also is scheduled :
to meet the country’s Catholic :
bishops.

Archbishop Gallagher’s visit :
also will include meetings with :
Russia’s small and geographical- :
ly dispersed Catholic community. :
The Catholic Church in Rus-:
sia includes the Archdiocese of :
the Mother of God in Moscow
and the dioceses of St. Clement :
in Saratov, the Transfiguration :
in Novosibirsk and St. Joseph in :

p—

. — . e Iy

Cars drive along Tverskaya Street near the towers of the
State Historical Museum and the Kremlin in central
Moscow in February 2025. Photo: OSV News/Maxim Shemetov, Reuters

Irkutsk, as listed by Vatican News.

Archbishop Gallagher’s mis- :
sion to Moscow is not his first one.
- During a November 2021 trip,
he met prime minister, Mikhail :
Mishustin, Lavrov and Metro- :
politan Hilarion, then head of the :
Moscow Patriarchate’s Depart- :

ment for External Church Rela-
tions, Vatican News said.

‘For Ukraine,
independence is
not an abstract
idea. We defended
it against all odds’

Meanwhile, UK prime minis- :
ter, Andy Burnham, and a dozen :
other European leaders headed :
to Kyiv to show their support for :

Ukraine.

“For Ukraine, independence is :
© not an abstract idea. We defend- :
ed it against all odds,” Ukrainian :

foreign minister, Andrii Sybiha,
said on social media, The Associ-

ated Press reported. “In times like :

these, nations learn how impor-

© tant it is to have allies by your :
© side.”

Burnham, on his first trip to

Ukraine as prime minister, prom- :
ised to keep up the pressure on :

5, <

Russia despite Moscow’s “outra- :

geous threats”, the BBC reported
on August 25
Burnham met with Zelensky

. and chaired his first meeting of
the “coalition of the willing”, set
up by the UK and France under
. his predecessor Sir Keir Starmer.
“This 1s the moment to keep
up the pressure on Russia, the
moment to squeeze their ability
to fund this illegal war,” Burn-
. ham said, praising the “strength”
- of the Ukrainian people.
© “Ukraine has been Europe’s
: protector, not a drain on our
* security but the front line in keep-
. ing Europe safe,” the UK prime
* minister said.
: In related news, Major Arch-
¢ bishop Sviatoslav ~Shevchuk
: of the Ukrainian Greek Cath-
. olic Church, told Vatican News,
:“Today in Ukraine, we see that
the national unity that led us
toward national independence
can be defended only through
. mercy: the capacity to empathise
. with those who suffer, the capac-
ity to show mercy toward those
who make mistakes, but also our
capacity to do good to our neigh-
. bour. Therefore, we must not for-
¢ get that the greatest experience
of freedom comes when we love
. God and our neighbour.”
The archbishop said that
:“the All-Ukrainian Council of
 Churches has issued an appeal
to the World Council of Church-
es, and has also written a letter
to Pope Leo and to all men and
: women of good will, asking them
: to observe August 24 as a day of
. prayer for peace in Ukraine.”

General hotlines for Filipino
migrant workers in Hong Kong

Philippine Consulate : 2823 8501
Consulate Hotline (after office hours) : 9155 4023
Hong Kong Immigration Department : 2824 6111
Hong Kong Labour Department : 2157 9537
Legal Aid Department : 2537 7677
Hong Kong Police (report hotline) : 2527 7177
Telephone number inquiries : 1081
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Choosing technology without losing ourselves

POPE LEO XIV’S appeal to Catholic lawmakers comes at a moment
when artificial intelligence is quietly becoming part of everyday life. It
influences the news people encounter, the products they buy, the work
they perform and even the way they understand the world. The ques-
tion is no longer whether society will use this technology, but whether
it will use it wisely.

Speaking to the International Catholic Legislators Network, Pope
Leo insisted that technological progress must serve the human person.
The world, he said, does not need artificial intelligence that diminishes
humanity. It needs human intelligence enlightened by wisdom, politi-
cal authority guided by conscience and innovation directed by charity.

This responsibility clearly belongs to lawmakers. Strong legisla-
tion is needed to protect privacy, prevent exploitation, defend work-
ers and make powerful technology companies accountable. No society
should allow algorithms to decide who is heard, who is ignored or who
receives opportunities without some form of public oversight. Poorer
countries must also be protected from becoming dependent on tech-
nologies controlled by wealthier nations and corporations.

But responsibility does not end with governments. Every person
who uses these tools also makes choices that shape the digital world.
We should ask simple but important questions. Is this service using
personal information responsibly? Is it honest about how content is
produced? Does it respect the work of writers, artists, teachers and oth-
er professionals? Is it helping people think and create, or encouraging
them to surrender their judgment?

These are not merely technical questions. They concern the kind of
people we are becoming.

Civilisations often change their dreams before they change their
laws. Technology does more than provide information. It shapes what
people notice, desire and imagine. If algorithms constantly select the
stories we read and the images we see, they may gradually determine
which futures we consider possible.

Scripture warns that “where there is no vision, the people perish”
[Proverbs 29:18]. Yet vision itself can be distorted. The modern Tower
of Babel is the belief that efficiency, prediction and control can solve
every human problem. They cannot replace wisdom, compassion,
friendship or grace.

The family therefore has a special place in Pope Leo’s message. It is
within family life that people first learn trust, generosity, patience and
responsibility. Parents, schools and parishes should help young people
use new technologies without becoming controlled by them. Children
need spaces for conversation, prayer, reading, play and friendship that
are not constantly interrupted by screens.

Artificial intelligence can support education, creativity, medicine
and communication. It can help people accomplish worthwhile things.
But it should never be treated as an unquestionable authority or a sub-
stitute for human relationships.

“The Spirit blows where it wills” [ John 3:8]. Human life will always
contain mystery, freedom and possibilities that no machine can calcu-
late. Pope Leo’s challenge is therefore both political and personal: law-
makers must govern technology with conscience, while citizens must
use it with care. Progress deserves that name only when it helps people
become more fully human. jose, CMF

SUNDAY EXAMINER mmmm

Registered according to the Control of Publication Consolidation Ordinance, 1951 and
published by the Bishop of the Roman Catholic Church of Hong Kong, 11/F, Catholic Diocese
Centre, 16 Caine Road, Hong Kong. Tel: 2522 0487 « Fax: 2521 3095 ¢ E-mail: sunday @
examiner.org.hk » Website: http://sundayex.catholic.org.hk. Printed every Wednesday.

Advertising: ad @kkp.org.hk Subscriptions: subscription @kkp.org.hk

One-year subscription rates (including postage) for 2022:

Surface Mail Check or PayPal Air Mail Check or PayPal
Transfer Transfer

Hong Kong HK$381.00 HK$ 400.00 | Asia HK$794.00 HK$834.00
Taiwan, Macau, HK$409.00 HK$432.00 | (except

China Japan)

Asia HK$496.00 HK$522.00 | Taiwan, China HK$684.00 HK$719.00
Other countries  HK$601.00 HK$632.00 Japan and HK$914.00  HK$960.00

Outside Asia

For transactions in US dollars please email: finance_ks @kkp.org.hk
To pay via PayPal please email: finance_ks @kkp.org.hk

Views expressed on these pages are not necessarily those of the diocese of
Hong Kong nor even of the editor of this paper.
Address all correspondence to the editor of the Sunday Examiner.




30 AUGUST 2026

SUNDAY EXAMINER

NEWS

Conversion of heart needed to end

(OSV  NEWS): The social and

ecological devastation wrought ° jg

by war represents not just a polit- :
ical failure, but a moral crisis : _'
rooted in a divided heart in need :
of conversion, Pope Leo XIV :
said in his message for the 2026 : |
World Day of Prayer for Crea-
tion, which will be celebrated on :

September 1.

Violence, injustice and envi- :
ronmental damage are not just :
“the result of flawed systems or : §
structures; it is ‘a symptom of the :
deeper dichotomy that is rooted :
in humanity itself,” Pope Leo :

said.

“The wounds of war and the :
degradation of the earth, then, :
are profoundly linked to the con- :
dition of the human heart,” the :

pope wrote. “The conflicts that

of interior discord and division.

When the heart is distorted, rela- :

tionships suffer, and the struc-
tures we build begin to reflect
that disorder.”

The World Day of Prayer for
Creation marks the start of the :
ecumenical Season of Creation, :
which concludes on October 4, :
the feast day of St. Francis of :

Assisi, patron saint of ecology.

The theme for 2026 is “They :
into :
ploughshares and their spears :
into pruning hooks,” based on :
the verse from the book of Isaiah. :

shall beat their swords

The Vatican said on 2 June that

the celebration’s theme ‘“high- :
lights the connection between :
armed conflict and environmen- :

tal degradation.”

The Vatican said,

destruction.”

In his message, Pope Leo said
the world is “witnessing many :

crises and much human suffer-

ing” as well as the accelerating :

“disruption to the harmonious
balance of creation.”

The pope said, “These phe- :

nomena are not unrelated; they

are a single plea for healing and :
peace arising from a wounded :

world.”

Reflecting on the day’s theme,
the pope said that although Isai- :
ah spoke of a time when nations :
transform “what destroys life into
what sustains it,” in today’s world, :

“we too often witness the very :
opposite, as efforts continue to :

be directed toward violence and

B

war.

“The
title—a passage in which Isai- :
ah prophesies the transforma- :
tion of weapons into agricultural :
tools—is an explicit invitation :
to prioritise development and :
sustainability over violence and :

grounds of the Borgo Laudato Si’ ecology centre in Castel
Gandolfo, Italy in]uly 2025. Photo: CNS/Cristian Gennari, pool

apart and forces millions to flee
. their homes, thereby deepening
. fear, injustice and division. War
also leaves behind social and eco-
- logical destruction that endures
© for generations.”

© Armed conflicts, coupled with
environmental degradation, he
added, create a “vicious cycle”
that “destroys ecosystems, con-
taminates essential resources,
. such as air and water, and under-
© mines food security,” thus creat-
ing further conflicts.

The pope noted that war not
only creates wounds that damage
individual people and commu-
nities, but also the bonds of the
. human family, revealing “a deep-
er failure to live in God’s image
and likeness, to respect life and to
care for the earth entrusted to us.”

Pope Leo wrote, “This is not
only a political failure, but also a
moral and spiritual one. Rooted
in distorted desires and the mis-
use of human freedom and power,
war stands as a counter-witness
to the gospel of peace.”

The building of a peaceful
society, he continued, requires
not just a reform of structures but
also a renewal of hearts that are
© facing “an ethical and cultural
crisis”, evidenced by the desire
““for domination, the pursuit of
¢ immediate profit, and the inabil-
ity to recognise the God-given
. dignity of each human person.”

Isaiah’s prophetic call to “beat
swords into ploughshares” is a
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He wrote, “War leaves wounds  :
that extend far beyond the battle-
- field. It claims lives, tears families :
torment humanity are in many
ways the outward expression :

call for both individuals and :
nations to “transform harm into :
life,” not just through external :

wars, heal Earth, pope says

‘But where hearts
are renewed, new
possibilities begin
to open. What
has been used for
destruction can be
redirected toward
life, toward the
care of the poor...”

 will remain fragile and short-
: lived”.

He wrote, “But where hearts

: are renewed, new possibilities
. begin to open. What has been
: used for destruction can be redi-
: rected toward life, toward the
© care of the poor, the nourishment
. of the hungry, and the safeguard-
. ing of creation.”

The pope wrote, “The true

: tools for building peace are not
weapons of destruction; instead,
: they are truth, dialogue, patience,
. goodness, justice, mercy, under-
: © standing, care and love. These
. changes, but through a return :
 to God “who will reorder our :
. desires, heal our wounds and :
help us grow in virtue,” he wrote.

Pope Leo warned that without
an “inner transformation, peace :

flow from hearts shaped by the
gospel and sustained by God’s
grace. Only these qualities pos-
sess the power to transform indi-
viduals, renew communities and
heal the wounds of our world.”

Pope Leo XIV meets Lebanese president
amid worries over border deal

VATICAN (OSV NEWS): Pope :
Leo XIV met with the Leba- :
nese president, Joseph Aoun, as :
the Vatican expressed concerns :
over stalled efforts to implement :
a US-backed border agreement :

between Lebanon and Israel.

After meeting with the pope :
on August 20, Aoun met with :
Pictro Cardinal Parolin, the :
Vatican secretary of state, and :
Archbishop Paul Gallagher, the :
Vatican foreign minister, to dis- :
cuss “the Trilateral Framework :
Agreement, signed by the United
States, Israel, and Lebanon, and :
aimed at stabilising the southern :
borders of the Republic of Leba- :
non and achieving a just and last- :
ing peace,” the Vatican said in a :

statement.

“While expressing satisfaction
with the signing of the document, :
the Holy See voiced serious con- :
cerns over the difficulties being :
experienced in its implementa- :
tion and assured its support for :
efforts directed toward this end,” :

the statement read.

The 14-point agreement, bro- :
kered by the United States on :
June 26, outlines a phased road- :
map to end hostilities in southern :
Lebanon by disarming the Iran- :
backed Hezbollah militant group :
and ensuring the withdrawal of :

Israeli forces.

The conflict began on March :
2, after Hezbollah fired rockets :
at Israel in response to the US- :

Israeli attack on Iran.

Despite the ceasefire, Israe-
li airstrikes have continued in :
southern Lebanon, whichitsaysis :
in response to attacks by Hezbol- :

Pope Leo and Lebanese president, Joseph Aoun, exchange

gifts at the Vatican on August 20. Photo: OSV News/Simone Risoluti,
Vatican Media

lah, who rejected the agreement’s :
© statement read.
According to an August 19 :
. report released by Lebanon’s :
health ministry, more than 4,300 :
people have been killed and more :
than 12,300 wounded since the :
: Pontiff’s last visit to Lebanon,” it

In a separate statement pub- :
lished on August 20, the Leba- :
nese president’s office said that :
. during his 30-minute meeting :
with Pope Leo, Aoun express- :
ed his gratitude to the pope “for :
all the efforts he exerts to sup- :
port Lebanon in achieving its :
demands to end the Israeli occu- :
pation and attacks onts territory.” :

Aoun also called for Pope :
: Leo’s continued support in com- :
pelling Israel “to implement the :
provisions of the framework :
© ing the Lebanese state’s authority

In his meeting with Cardi- :
nal Parolin and Archbishop Gal- :
lagher, Aoun delivered an update :
on Lebanon and Israel’s “repeat- :
ed attacks on Lebanese villages, :

call for the group’s disarmament.

start of the conflict.

agreement.”

infrastructure, and civilians,” the

“During both meetings, Presi-
dent Aoun conveyed Lebanon’s
appreciation to the Vatican for all
the efforts it has made to support
the country since the Supreme

read.

“President Aoun also called
on the Holy Father and the
Holy See to support Lebanon
in achieving a complete Israe-
li withdrawal from occupied
Lebanese territories, paving the
way for rebuilding what Isra-
el destroyed and returning dis-
placed persons to their lands and
villages,” the president’s office
said.

He also stressed that “these
steps must coincide with extend-

over its entire territory and con-
fining the decision of war and
peace solely to its hands, as the
only path to achieving security
and stability along the borders.”
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Church in Mongolia
honours legacy of
Father Goessens

Father Robert Goessens, right with, Father Gilbert Sales,
left, and Father Wenceslao Padilla, centre following their

arrival in Mongolia in 1992.
File photo: UCAN/Apostolic Prefecture of Ulaanbaatar

ULAANBAATAR (UCAN):

August 20.

Catholic Church in Mongolia
after the end of communist rule
in the 1990s.

carly development of the con-

baatar in July 1992.

Together with Father [later :
bishop] Wenceslao Padilla, a Fili- :
pino missionary who became the :
first apostolic prefect of Ulaan- :
baatar, and Father Gilbert Sales, :
he was entrusted with establish- :
ing the mission that had withered

due to communist suppression.
The Apostolic

Catholic Church in Mongolia.

The statement recalled his :
faithful service alongside his con- :
freres and his commitment to :
sowing “faith, hope, compassion :
and love” among the Mongolian :
: welfare

“May the seeds of faith he :
planted in Mongolia, the love of :
Christ he shared and the hope :
to which he bore witness contin- :
ue to bear fruit in the life of the :
. respect for local cultures, became
© a distinctive feature of his min-

His funeral was held in the :
presence of his CICM confreres :
. in Mongolia celebrated two dec-

Following their arrival in :
Mongolia on 10 July 1992, the :
three missionaries learnt the :
Mongolian language, met a pop- :
ulation that knew little or noth- :
ing about the Catholic faith, and :
patiently laid the foundations of :

people.

Catholic Church in Mongolia,”
the statement read.

in Japan on August 18.

The :
Catholic Church in Mongolia :
paid tribute to Belgian mission- :
ary Father Robert Goessens, of :
the Congregation of the Immac- :
ulate Heart of Mary [CICM], :
who died in Japan on August 15 :
at the age of 97, Fides reported on
: 1928. He joined the CICM con-
Father Goessens was among :
the pioneers who revived the :
. Verbists—founded by Father
Théophile Verbistin Scheut, near
. Brussels.
He was a key figure in the :
, : Among other initiatives,
temporary Catholic presence :
in Mongolia, as a member of :
the first group of three CICM :
missionaries to arrive in Ulaan- :

Prefecture
of Ulaanbaatar paid tribute to :
Father Goessens, describing him :
as one of the first missionaries to :
help lay the foundations of the :
 in the Diocese of Osaka and in

an ecclesial community, Fides
reported.

There are about 1,500 Cath-
olics in Mongolia according to
Church sources. Pope Francis
was the first pope to visit between
31 Aug and 4 September 2023.

Father Goessens was born in

gregation—popularly  known
as the Scheut Missionaries and

he founded the
Junshinkai social
welfare organisation,
under whose auspices
several kindergartens
and childcare centres
were established

He arrived in Japan as a mis-
sionary in 1955, shortly after his
ordination, and worked there for
37 years before moving to Mon-
golia.

In Japan, he was based mostly

the parish of Sakai. He is credit-
ed with pioneering work in social
services and child welfare.
Among other initiatives, he
founded the Junshinkai social
organisation, under
whose auspices several kinder-
gartens and childcare centres
were established. His concern for
the most vulnerable and for chil-
dren, combined with a profound

istry.
In 2012, the Catholic Church

ades of revival. Father Goessens
returned to take part in celebra-
tions and to reunite with the peo-
ple with whom he had shared
the founding years of the mis-
sion. That was his last visit to the
country.
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Philippine bishops press
government to revoke
Sibuyan mlnmg pact

MANILA (LICAS NEWS): “Sibuy- :

an is not a sacrifice zone,

declared Catholic bishops from :
dioceses surrounding Sibuyan :
Island, the Philippines, as they :
urged the Marcos administration
to begin proceedings to cancel :
Altai Philippines Mining Corp.s
mining agreement if a govern- :
ment review validates concerns -
raised by affected communities :

and authorities.

In a joint pastoral statement, :
the bishops called on the presi- :
dent, Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and :
acting Environment secretary,é
Juan Miguel Cuna to commis- :
sion an independent review of :
APMC’s compliance with mining

and environmental laws.

They warned that large-scale
metallic mining threatens Sibuy- :
biodi- :

an’s forests, watersheds,
versity, communities, livelihoods,
and surrounding seas.

Bishop Narciso Abellana :
of Romblon led the statement, :
joined by bishops from neigh- :
bouring dioceses and Caritas :

Philippines.

Capiz, Kalibo, Calapan, Boac,

San Pablo, Lucena, Gumaca, and :

San Jose de Antique. ‘
They called for an “immedi- :
ate, comprehensive, independ-f

ent, transparent, science-based,

and participatory review” of :
production :
sharing agreement, environmen-
tal permits, compliance history, :
social acceptability, and cumu- :
lative environmental and social :

APMC’s

mineral

impacts.

If the review confirms legal,
environmental, contractual, or :
regulatory issues already raised :
by affected communities and :
competent authorities, the bish- :
ops requested the government to
“initiate without delay the pro- :
ceedings for the cancellation of :
MPSA No. 304-2009-IVB, with :

full observance of due process.”

The mining agreement, grant- :
ed in 2009, covers approximately :
1,580.80 hectares in San Fernan- :
do on Sibuyan Island. The project :
has faced regulatory interven- :
tions and environmental com- :
including a :
cease-and-desist order imposed :

pliance disputes,

in 2011 and lifted in 2021.
The bishops also

environmental concerns.

They noted that the court itself :

reject- :
ed claims that a 2025 Supreme :
Court ruling denying a Writ :
of Kalikasan petition against :
APMC cleared the project of :

A resident joins a protest rally against mining operations
in Sibuyan Island in the central Philippine province of

Romblon in this photo taken on June 28, 2022.
Photo LiCAS News/Mark Saludes

said its decision “does not mean...

Department

exist for administrative action.

concerns are not addressed.

ty Area.

Earth.”

ance of their children.”

The bishops called for mean- :
- ingful participation, access to :
transparen- :

information, and

. municipal

The ruling also does not :
remove the authority of the :
of Environment :
. and Natural Resources and oth- :
- er agencies to review APMC’s :
agreement, enforce environmen- :
- tal laws, or determine if grounds :

© ¢y throughout the lifecycle of
that We condone the environ- :
mental issues hounding San :
. Fernando, Sibuyan Island, Rom- :
* blon.”

They emphasised that the rul- :
ing should not be interpreted as :
confirming the environmental :
. safety of large-scale metallic min- :
- ing on Sibuyan.

Among the signatories was :
Bishop Gerardo Alminaza of San :
Carlos, president of Caritas Phil-
ippines, along with bishops from :

any project. Where Indigenous
Peoples and ancestral domains
are affected, rights under Phil-

. ippine law, including free, prior,

and informed consent, must be
respected.

The Church leaders recalled
the killing of San Fernando
councillor  Armin
Marin during an anti-mining
protest in Barangay Espana on 3
October 2007.

Marin was an environmen-
tal advocate and president of the
Parish Council of the Laity of
the Parish of Our Lady of Rem-

© edies. The bishops stated, “never

The bishops cited a separate
Supreme Court ruling recognis- :
ing that local governments may :
evaluate mining applications, °
raise concerns or objections, and
withhold approval when their :
- clergy, civil society, and public
Sibuyan’s long geological iso- :
- lation has produced high levels of :
endemism. Its forests, watersheds, :
rivers, mangroves, reefs, and sur- :
rounding seas comprise an inter-
connected ecosystem. Mount :
Guiting-Guiting Natural Park is :
recognised as a Key Biodiversi- :

again should the defence of crea-
tion cost another human life.”
They called for protection of
environmental defenders, Indig-
enous Peoples, local communities,
fisherfolk, farmers, lay leaders,

officials who peacefully partici-
pate in environmental govern-
ance.

The bishops argued that pro-
tecting Sibuyan does not mean
rejecting development. Authen-
tic development, they said, can-
not force communities to choose

“between jobs and water, invest-

The bishops warned that habi- :
tat loss on an island with unique :
. species could have irreversible :
© consequences. “If a species found
only in Sibuyan disappears from :
Sibuyan, it disappears from the :

ment and food security, revenues
and biodiversity, or short-term
economic promises and the rights
of generations yet unborn.”

They pledged support for sus-
tainable agriculture and fisher-

. ies, community-based ecotourism,

They stressed that Sibuyan :
residents should not be treated :
merely as stakeholders consult- :
ed after major decisions, but as :
- “rights-holders and indispensable :
participants in determining the :
future of their island, their liveli- :
hoods, and the ecological inherit- f

renewable energy, ecosystem res-
toration, and responsible local
enterprise.

“The wealth of Sibuyan cannot
be measured solely by the min-
erals beneath its soil,” the state-
ment read, describing its forests,
rivers, watersheds, biodiversity,
¢ farms, fisheries, culture, commu-
nities, and surrounding seas as “a
living inheritance whose loss may
be irreversible.”
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Singapore’s Catholic
nurses told bedside care
can become ‘hturgy

SUNDAY EXAMINER

Catholic nurses and health care professionals during the Catholic Nurses Guild’s annual

Nurses’ Day Mass at the Church of St. Alphonsus, Singapore, on August 2.
Photo credit: LICAS News/Clatholic News Singapore

SINGAPORE  (LICAS NEWS): :

Early in August, Father Victorino : :

Cueto, vice-provincial superior of

the Redemptorists in Malaysia :
and Singapore, addressed around
230 Catholic nurses and health-
care professionals during the :
Catholic Nurses’ Guild’s annual :
Nurses’ Day Mass and blessing at
the Church of St. Alphonsus, also

known as Novena Church.

Father Cueto told the nurs- :
es that their presence with :
patients should go beyond sim- :
ply being physically present and :
should reflect Christ’s compas- :
sion, according to Catholic News -

Singapore.

“Every day at work, you are at :

somebody’s bedside,” he said.

“Think of it not just as being
there physically, but from the per- :
spective that it is a ‘liturgy’,” he :

added.
Reflecting on

that Jesus responded to the needs

of the crowds, despite having :
withdrawn after learning of John :

the Baptist’s death.

Drawing a parallel with the :
Eucharist, the priest said nurses :
lift up those entrusted to their
care, accompany people whose :

lives have been broken by illness,
and share in their suffering.

The nurses later recited the :
Prayer and :
received the Blessing of Healing :
Hands, entrusting their ministry :

Catholic Nurses’

to God.

‘My faith reminds me

with compassion and
dignity. Every time |
care for a patient, |
think about Christ
and how I would
show care for him’

Doreen Tay, a guild member
who has worked as a nurse for :
- six decades, said her faith shaped :
the way she regarded those under :
. her care. :
She said she learned to see :
“not simply as a :
diagnosis, but as someone with :

© dignity, deserving respect, com- :
the gospel :
account of the multiplication of :
the loaves, Father Cueto noted :

every patient

passion, and hope”.

Tay, who works in paediatric
oncology, said the guild’s faith :
. formation and fellowship sustain :
her through the emotional and :
: ident,
“Nursing is not a task but a :

spiritual demands of nursing.

i3

healing ministry. It is a calling,
she said.

Jennifer Andaya, a Filipino :
. nurse who moved to Singapore :
- in 2003, said her work in gynae- :
: cological oncology and palliative :
care had shaped her understand- :

ing of healing.

“My faith reminds me to care :
for my patients with compassion :
© and dignity. Every time I care :

for a patient, I think about Christ :
: and how I would show care for :

- to care for my patlents

him,” Andaya said.

: Andaya also volunteers in
. caregiver training for domestic
: workers through the Archdioc-
. csan Commission for the Pasto- :
: ral Care of Migrants & Itinerant :
: People.
: She recalled a patient who ini- :
© tially doubted her, as she was then
: a new nurse, but later came to
- trust her during repeated hospi- :
. tal admissions for chemotherapy :
- and treatment-related side effects. :

Over the next two or three :
years, the two developed a close :

therapeutic relationship. Andaya

attended the patient’s funeral
. after she died, and several years :
later, the woman’s son sought her :
out while on a house officer post- :

ing at the hospital.

passion”.

Catholic Nurses Guild pres-
thanked :
healthcare professionals for their :
. dedication, resilience, and service
. to patients and their families. '

“Through your hands and :
hearts, you bring comfort, hope, :
and healing to countless patients :

Yvonne Lew,

and their families,” Lew said.

“May we always recognise :
© Christ in those we care for and :
continue to be a living witnesses
of His compassion and mercy, :

Lew added.

S7i Lankans march with a portrait of Father Thiruchchel-
van Nihal Jim Brown at Allaipitty in Jaffna on the 20th
anniversary of his disappearance. Photo: UCAN/supplied

Two decades on, still
seeking answers

for Sri Lanka’s
disappeared clergy

© ALLAIPITTY (UCAN): Two dec- :
| : ades after Father Thiruchchel- :
“ van Nihal Jim Brown and his
© companion Wenceslaus Vinces :
. Vimalathas disappeared during :
© the civil war in Sri Lanka, Cath- :
- olics in Allaipitty, Jaffna, joined :
‘" a memorial programme and
. demanded truth and justice for :
- the priest and his companion.
: mostly
. Catholics, paid tribute to Father :
* Brown and Vimalathas on
: August 20. The priest had been :
parish priest of St. Philip Neri :
Church in Allaipitty and was :
. engaged in humanitarian work :
for people displaced by the con- :
. flict between the military and :
Tamil separatist rebels before he
disappeared on 20 August 2006 :
. [Sunday Examiner, 3 September :
©2006].
It was three years before the :
- war officially ended in 2009, :
leaving more than 100,000 peo- :
ple dead, thousands injured and :
: Brown at the age of 33 is

Both sides have been accused :
of crimes against humanity dur- :
ing the conflict, such as extra- :
© judicial killings, abductions and :
enforced disappearances, accord-
. father has since become serious-

About 200 people,

tens of thousands displaced.

ing to rights groups.

Catholic priests were among
those disappeared during the :
: conflict, according to Church :
Andaya said such encounters : :
. remind her that “every patient is :
an opportunity to show Christ’s :
love through kindness and com- :

sources.

The people who joined the
commemoration also marched :
on the streets with banners :
. demanding truth and justice for :
Father Brown, his companions :
and others who disappeared dur- :
¢ added.

ing the war.

Father Leo Armstrong, the
current parish priest of St. Philip
Neri Church, said people deserve
to know the truth about the
priest and his companion who
dedicated their lives to the ser-
vice of the people.

He also called for the truth
about other people who went

. missing during the conflict.

“In our village alone, at least
21 persons have been report-
ed missing since 1990. There
are eyewitnesses for such events,
including those who had seen
Father Brown on his motorcycle
going towards the church to help
war-affected people. Nobody
knows what happened to them,”
the priest explained.

He regretted that despite the
war ending 17 years ago, succes-

- sive governments failed to reveal

the truth and deliver justice for

many people who became vic-

tims of enforced disappearance.
The disappearance of Father

believed to have taken a toll on
his family.

His mother died as a result
of the profound grief caused by
her son’s disappearance, and his

ly ill, according to a statement
from the Justice and Peace Com-
mission of the Diocese of Jaffna.

Despite repeated requests
by the Church, human rights
organisations, and concerned
individuals, nearly twenty years
have passed without a satisfac-
tory investigation or a clear offi-
cial explanation, the statement

Sexual Violence Victims’ Helplines

In an emergency dial 999 police response within 30 minutes
Rain Lily : 2375 5322 (will also come to meet you)
Bethune House Refuge 2522 8264 — Emergency 9488 9044
Christian Action : 2739 6193
St. John’s Cathedral : 2522 8264
Helpers for Domestic Workers : 2523 4020
Equal Opportunities Commission : 2511 8211
Police Hotline : 2527 7177
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Mary’s crown reveals what

every person is worth

. The ones the feast
. is actually about

By John Singarayar svD

very August 22, Catholics
Emark a strange feast: a peas- :
ant girl from a town nobody :
respected gets crowned above :
every angel and saint in exist-
ence. Say that out loud, and it :
sounds almost absurd. No army :
behind her. No fortune, no title, :
no scat at any table that mat- :
tered by first century standards. :
And yet the Tradition places her :
at the top of everything.
The Queenship of Mary is :
not really a story about royalty. :
It is a story about where dignity :
actually comes from — and it
lands like a challenge to a world :
still deciding who gets to count.

A crown earned
by saying yes

Mary’s queenship traces back :
to one moment: a young wom- :
an, alone in a room, agreeing to
something that would upend her :
entire life. No negotiation, no
guarantee of how it would turn
out. Just a yes, followed by dec- :
ades of quiet, unglamorous faith-
fulness that most people at the

{Unsplash

* time never noticed. :
We have built a culture that :
: hands out worth like a score- :
: card—output,
. dentials, and whatever counts
© as visibility this decade. Mary :

followers,

never had any of that. What

she had was consent and follow
© through. The tradition says that
is enough to outrank everyone, :
 and it means the claim under- :
© neath is a real one: dignity is :
not a prize you win. It is already :

there, and it shows itself through

cre-

: you accumulate.

Think of the mother who :
wakes before dawn to pack two :
tiffins [meals], one for her child
: and one for the husband who :
barely speaks to her anymore. :
. Think of the night-shift nurse :
whose name no patient remems- :
bers, who holds a stranger’s hand
while the monitor beeps. None :
of them will ever trend. None of :
. them will be invited to speak on :
a panel. But the feast says, “This :
©is where the real crowns are :
. how you love, not through what :

forged.”

New Oxford handbook charts evolving
trends in Asian Christian theologies

he completion of the Oxford :
THandbook of Asian Christian -

Theologies took more than
five years. The project endured
significant interruptions, includ- :
ing the global Covid-19 pan- :
demic, the tragic passing g
of contributor Divine
Word Father John Pri-
or—a renowned specialist
in Islam—and the subse-
quent withdrawal of sev-
eral other authors.

The editor, Peter Phan,
undertook the considera-
ble task of sourcing new
contributors from across
the diverse fields of Asian
theologies. Unfortunate-
ly, two more contributors
passed away shortly before the
volume went to press. The book
is respectfully dedicated to the
memory of these three distin- :
guished theologians: Father Pri- :
or, Jesuit Father Thomas Michel, :
and Michael Demetrius H. Asis. :

It has been more than 10
years since the publication of :
The Oxford Handbook of Christian-
ity in Asia, edited by Felix Wil- :
fred [OUP, 2014]. While there is
some overlap between that vol- :
ume and the present work, this
handbook updates the material, :
surveying what Asian theolo- :

i

gians and Churches have writ- :
: an-Seng Song, Uchimura Kan-
: zo, Raimon Panikkar, Michael
. Amaladoss, Kwok Pui Lan, and
© many others. Given its broad
: and comprehensive scope, this
. volume will serve as an essential
of 40 chapters, :
this handbook :
1 © logical movements influencing
. Christianity in Asia today.

The :
term
: Asia, Fast Asia, Southeast Asia,
and movements, :
including incul- :
: “Christian”
. Orthodox,
. tant, Evangelical, and Pentecos-
: tal theological traditions. It is
. Hinduism, Buddhism, Daoism, :
: and Islam. It also discusses post- :
: colonial, Dalit, tribal, minjung,
feminist, ecological, Pentecostal, :
: worked in Asia. The 40 chapters
. from different Christian tradi-
second section exam- :
" ines key theological themes
such as biblical hermeneutics, :
the Trinity, sin and wounded- :
ness, anthropology, Christolo- :
: gy, pneumatology, ecclesiology, :
© liturgy, spirituality, missiology, :
. and eschatology.

ten about various themes. The

: Oxford Handbook of Asian Christian
. Theologies provides an excellent

mtroduction to the theological
currents across Asia.
With a total

18 organised
into three main
sections.
first  explores
major  trends

turation and
interreligious
dialogue with
Confucianism,

Sino-Christian, ecumenical, and
migration theologies.
The

The final section

including T. C. Chao, Cho-

text for scholars and students
seeking to understand the theo-

this
“Asian”

In handbook, the

includes South

and the Asian diaspora, but
excludes Central and West Asia.
includes Catholic,
Anglican, Protes-

essentially an ecumenical project,
contributed by an international
group of scholars and practition-
ers who are either Asian or have

tions represent a rich variety of

¢ viewpoints.

Of the 42 contributors, four
are from Hong Kong—two
Protestants, Lai Pan-chiu and
Simon Kwan, and two Catholics,
Mary Yuen and Father Ambro-

. se Mong.
exam- :
ines important Asian thinkers, :

Ambrose Mong

. Why this cuts against
. the grain right now

© T think about this every time I :
. watch how quickly people get :
. sorted
© count, by job title, by whatever :
: metric happens to be trending :
- this month. Even our language :
. around human rights has start- :
- ed to sound transactional, like :
- dignity is something you have to :
. prove rather than something you :
- already have simply by existing.

: an accusation.

online—by follower :

Mary’s queenship refuses that :

. logic completely. Her exaltationis :
. not about achievement. Itis about :
- fidelity through suffering; nobody  :
- was filming. If the most honoured :

figure in the entire Tradition got :
there through humility rather :
than hustle, that should unsettle :
anyone who has built their sense
of worth on a resume.

In a city like Mumbai, where :
your pin code can say more :
about your future than your tal- :
ent, where a nurse, a house help- :
er, and a street vendor keep the :
place running while their own :
children study under streetlights, :
this feast is not a nice idea. It is

Mary was exalted precise-
ly because every earthly meas-
ure had already written her off.
Poor. Unmarried when it mat-
tered most. From Nazareth—a
town so beside the point that one
gospel has someone ask, half as
a joke, whether anything good
could even come from it.

That is not an incidental

* detail. It is the argument. A the-

ology that puts the most over-
looked person at the very top has
no honest way to also excuse a
world that ranks people by pass-
port, credit score, or diagnosis.
I think of the woman who does
intake at the parish food pan-
try on Tuesdays — not because
she is owed thanks, but because

: nobody asks her name before

asking what she can do for them.
That is the sorting this feast was
written against. Not metaphori-
cally. Specifically.

Think of the construction
worker who sends most of his pay
home and sleeps six to a room;
the Dalit woman who sweeps

. the temple steps before anyone

* else arrives; and the mother in a

Where it gets
uncomfortable
will not pretend this feast is :
I free of contradiction, because :
it is not. Elevating one woman
to the highest honour imagina- :
ble, while women in plenty of :
parishes still cannot get a vote
on the parish council, is a real :
tension, and I would rather name
it than tiptoe around it. Mar- :
1an devotion has, at points in its :
history, been used to sell a nar-
row, decorative version of femi- :
ninity—quiet, ornamental, easy
to admire and easier to ignore. :
That is a genuine failure inside :
the Tradition, not a misreading
by outsiders. :
Saying yes to something that :
would bring public shame and :
danger and eventually watching :
your own son executed—that
is not passivity. It is a deci-:
sion made with more nerve than :
most of us will ever be asked to
find.
Read her fiat that way, and
the queenship stops being about :
hierarchy. It becomes evidence :
that the people who pay real :
costs for love are the ones actu- :
ally holding things together, even
when the credit goes elsewhere.
I have sat in parish meetings :
where the women who clean the :
church, cook for feasts, and calm :
every crisis are spoken over by :
men who cannot find the broom
closet. Mary’s crown does not :
erase that. It exposes it. :

: chawl [tenement] who stretches
. one kilogramme of rice into three

days. The feast says, “These are
not background characters.” In
the economy of God, they are
the ones wearing the crowns.

. A claim that doesn’t

wrap up neatly

This does not resolve the tension
I raised earlier, and I do not trust
writing that pretends it does. The
Church still has real work ahead
on how it treats women, and
one feast day does not settle that
account. What it does is leave a
marker on record: the highest
model of human dignity the tra-

. dition offers is a poor, unmarried

teenager who said yes to some-
thing terrifying, with nothing to
gain from it that the world could
recognise.

Whether the rest of the insti-
tution lives up to that marker is
a separate question, and a harder

. one. But the marker itselfis worth

keeping—if only because it keeps
asking who else we have stopped
noticing.

Next time you walk past some-
one you do not quite see—secu-
rity guard who knows your name

: when you do not know theirs, the

woman who mops the floor after
your event, or the relative who
holds the family together with-
out ever being thanked—remem-
ber: in the logic of this feast, their
crown is already in place. The

: question is whether we will.
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A testament
of God’s grace

eflecting on the miracle of the loaves and fishes in John 6, | am always
Qstruck by Andrew’s hesitant question: “There is a boy here who has
five barley loaves and two fish; but what good are these for so many?”

Itis a question many of us ask when facing overwhelming odds. Yet, when
we walk with Jesus, our perceived inadequacy ceases to be an obstacle. |
We enter this world with nothing, and apart from God, we remain empty.
But when surrendered to him, our small offerings are always enough. \

I experienced this truth deeply during my son’s recent graduation. =
Attending this milestone is a dream for any parent, and | had saved diligent-
ly for it. However, God’s timeline proved different from my own. Stranded
at the airport during a fierce typhoon, watching the clock tick closer to the
ceremony, anxiety threatened to overwhelm me.

In that moment of chaos, scripture anchored my heart. | recalled Jesus’
instruction in John 6:10: “Make the people sit down.” | surrendered my pan-
ic to the storm and prayed, "Thy will be done," placing the day completely
into his hands.

Though | missed the formal ceremony, God brought me to my son’s side
immediately afterward. It was a poignant reminder that God operates on a
far grander schedule than our own. ‘

Looking at him holding his degree, John 6:12 came to mind: “Gather up
the fragments left over, that nothing may be lost.” Every hardship, eve-
ry tear, and every sacrifice we shared felt like those gathered fragments.
In God’s hands, none of it was wasted. He took the broken pieces of our
struggles and multiplied them into a future rich with promise.

His love for us will always be greater than our deepest fears.

—
ks

Carotjh Tapai.

Tapel with
her son,
Khenette,
after the
graduation
ceremony at
Pangasinan
State
University on

July 28.

As his blacke QoW swajihg...

Across the screen, miles away from home,

Her tears fall softly on a phone screen bright.
Years of lonely shifts in distant lands,

Through weary dawns and heavy, silent nights.

She watches him walk up to take his prize,

A black gown swaying, smile so proud and clear.
Her sacrifices bloom before her eyes,

Erasing every ache and distant year.

She holds her chest, her heart overflowing now—
Her boy, a graduate, her greatest dream.

Though oceans lie between them for a time,

Her love shines brightest in that golden beam.

Grloria Ruiz

L -

Meaning of
happimess Or We
as a Chriskian

%o

- As a Christian, happiness to me is not just about temporary

y feelings of joy or pleasure, but a deep sense of peace and
o contentment that comes from knowing and following God’s
will. It is about finding joy in serving others, showing love and
compassion, and living a life that reflects Christ’s teachings.
In this context, happiness is rooted in faith, hope, and trust in
God'’s plan—even amid challenges and difficulties. It is find-
ing fulfillment in spiritual growth, healthy relationships, and
living out our purpose in alignment with God’s Word. Ultimately, true happi-
ness as a Christian is anchored in our relationship with God, our faith, and our
commitment to living a life that honors him. — Anne Allera

p—
As a Christian, happiness to me is being grateful despite all
trials and unanswered prayers. It means recognising bless-
ings amid suffering and believing that everything will be
okay, knowing that an almighty God is in control of all things.
= :Ji.v\k'-j Bawnsa

For me, as a Christian, happiness is contentment rooted in
knowing God. It is an eternal gift of joy from the Holy Spir-
it, strengthened by faith in Jesus’ teachings and lived out
through wise, responsible living under God’s command-
ments. When we dedicate our lives to the Word of God rather
than to the temporary pleasures of this world, we cultivate a
steady faith that leads to true, lasting fulfillment.
— Rubilyn B, Cadao

No matter what you achieve or possess, there will always be
a void inside that only Christ can fill. Nothing in this world—
neither fame, fortune, career, family, nor worldly pleasures—
can fully satisfy the human soul. Only through a personal,
life-giving relationship with Jesus Christ and walking in obedi-
ence to him do we find true happiness and deep satisfaction.
In the quiet space of my heart, daily surrendered to him, | find
that lasting peace. — Mariz Di.cmy

| once believed that temporary pleasures were the source of
my happiness, but the longer | lived for them, the more dis-
appointment and misery they brought. Everything changed
when | decided to surrender my life to God. He led me to true
happiness—something only he can provide. It is the peace of
knowing that | am unconditionally loved and forgiven.
— Anavel Permato

As a Christian, true happiness flows from staying close to

God—trusting his love and living according to his Word. Hap-

piness begins in the heart, and when God is at the centre of
it, that joy overflows to the people around us. Living a life that
pleases him and sharing that divine love with others is what
happiness truly means to me.

— Evaloren Sumangil

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace
as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.— Romans 15:13

NOTICE BOARD
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YOUR DAILY
MASS GUIDE

AUGUST 30 - TWENTY-
SECOND SUNDAY OF
ORDINARY TIME. Mass of
the Sunday (green), Gloria, Creed,
Preface of Sundays in Ordinary
Time. Readings: Jeremiah 20:
7-9; Romans 12:1-2;

Matthew 16:21-27.

AUGUST 31 - MONDAY:
TWENTY-SECOND WEEK
IN ORDINARY TIME. Mass
of the day (green). Readings:

1 Corinthians 2:1-5;

Luke 4:16-30.

SEPTEMBER 1 - TUESDAY:
TWENTY-SECOND WEEK

IN ORDINARY TIME. Mass
of the day (green). Readings:

1 Corinthians 2:10b-16;

Luke 4:31-37.

SEPTEMBER 2 -
WEDNESDAY:
TWENTY-SECOND WEEK
IN ORDINARY TIME. Mass
of the day (green). Readings:

1 Corinthians 3:1-9;

Luke 4:38-44.

SEPTEMBER 3 -

ST. GREGORY THE GREAT.
Mass of the memorial (white).
Readings: 1 Corinthians 3:18-23;
Luke 5:1-11.

SEPTEMBER 4 - FRIDAY:
TWENTY-SECOND WEEK
IN ORDINARY TIME. Mass
of the day (green). Readings:

1 Corinthians 4:1-5;

Luke 5:33-39.

SEPTEMBER 5 - SATURDAY:
TWENTY-SECOND WEEK
IN ORDINARY TIME. Mass
of the day (green). Readings:

1 Corinthians 4:6b-15;

Luke 6:1-5.

/

~conTinually

Apostleship of
Prayer

Themes for
September 2026

For the care of water
Let us pray for a just and
sustainable management of
water, a vital resource, so that
everyone may have
equal access to it.

‘Twenty-second Sunday of the Year

Jeremiah 20: 7-9;
Readings: Romans 12:1-2;
Matthew 16:21-27

oday’s liturgy of the Word
calls us to think and live
differently from people of

our time. For centuries, we Chris-
tians have been the avant-garde of
the world in science, art, and social
life, laying the foundations of con-
temporary Western culture with its
human rights, democracy, and reli-
gious freedom. And how is it
today?

“You duped me, O Lord, and I
let myself be duped”. Who was a
prophet of Israel? A reed swaying
in the wind? A man living in palac-
es? No. He was a person whom
God showed the enormity of evil
and injustice that we commit on
earth and commanded him to
speak about it. It was an extremely
difficult vocation — Jeremiah was
tempted to quit — but through
courage and faithfulness to the
truth, the prophets of Isracl have
become the inspiration for many

Do not conform

to this age

to change the world for the better.

The will of God was that Jesus
would go to Jerusalem, die there
for the salvation of the world, and
on the third day, he would rise. But
what 1s the desire of the apostles?
In their view, the Messiah was to
defeat the Romans and not to be
killed by them. Their thinking,
conforming to “this age” and
opposing God’s plan of salvation,
Peter
“took” Jesus aside, and Satan

reveals its satanic face.
“took” Jesus to the top of the tem-
ple. Jesus rebuked both of them.
To Satan Jesus says, “go away!”,
and to Peter, “go behind me”. The
difference is that Satan cannot
repent and follow Jesus, but the
human being can.

What does it mean to think as
humans or as God do? Humans
strive for the world at the cost of
their soul; God’s way is to deny
oneself, take up the cross, and fol-
low Jesus. Life offers two choices: a
highway to perdition or a path to
eternal life, a house on sand or
rock. We often follow the majori-
ty’s that
falschood has many preachers,

opinion, forgetting
while truth has only one, and
many choose the wide gate to
doom.

“Whoever loses his life for my
sake will find 1t”. At the centre of
our faith is the mystery of Christ’s
death and resurrection. We partic-
ipate in it through the sacrament
of baptism when we die to sin and

begin a new life for God. The cross
1s a narrow gate leading to life.
Saint Maximilian Kolbe knew it
when he offered his body “as a
living sacrifice, holy and accept-
able to God”. His death became a
sign of victory over the Nazi sys-
tem of contempt for man and
God. He did not die. He gave his
life for his brother, and after a
momentary anguish, he now expe-
riences eternal happiness.

“Do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the
renewal of your mind”. Let us be
different. Let us have the courage
to stand up for the truth, to pro-
claim that only God can satisfy the
desire of our hearts, and to allow
Jesus to lead us through the cross
to the fullness of life.
® Father Josekutty [@¢ 5[

Matthew CMF

Claretian
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naanyayahan  tayo  ng
ILiturhiya ng Salita ngayon na

mag-isip at mabuhay nang iba
sa sanlibutan. Sa nakalipas na mga
dantaon, ang mga Kristiyano ang
nanguna sa agham, sining, at
lipunan, na naglatag ng pundasyon
ng modernong kultura at
karapatang  pantao.  Ngunit
kumusta tayo ngayon?

“Dinaya mo ako, O Panginoon,
at ako’y nagpadaya.” Si Jeremias
ay hindi tambo sa hangin o taong
sa palasyo.
ipinadala ng Diyos upang ibunyag
ang kasamaan. Bagamat natukso
siyang sumuko, ang katapatan ng
mga propeta ang  naging
inspirasyon upang baguhin ang
mundo.

nakatira Siya ay

Kalooban ng Diyos na mamatay
st Hesus para sa kaligtasan ng lahat

Ang pagtawag sa bago at
makabuluhang
buhay-Kristiyano

at muling mabuhay. Subalit iba ang
hangad ng mga apostol; para sa
kanila, ang Mesiyas ay dapat
lumupig sa mga Romano. Ang
kaisipang ito na sumasalungat sa
plano ng Diyos ay nagpapakita ng
anyo ni Satanas. Sinaway ni Hesus
si Pedro tulad ng pagsaway niya
kay Satanas. Ang pagkakaiba,
hindi kayang magsisi ni Satanas,
ang ay pwedeng
magbago at sumunod kay Hesus.

ngunit tao

Ang tao ay naghahangad ng
mundo kahit kapalit ang kanyang
kaluluwa; ang daan naman ng
Diyos ay ang pagtatwa sa sarili,

pagpasan ng krus, at pagsunod kay
Hesus. May dalawang
pinagpipilian: ang malapad na
daan patungong kapahamakan o
ang makipot na landas patungo sa
buhay na walang hanggan.
Madalas tayong sumusunod sa
karamihan, habang
nakakalimutang iisa lamang ang
katotohanan.

“Ang sinumang mawalan ng
kanyang buhay dahil sa akin ay
makakatagpo nito.” Sa sentro ng
ating pananampalataya ay ang
misteryo ng pagkamatay at
pagkabuhay muli ni Kristo. Ang

krus ang makipot na pintuan
patungo sa buhay. Alam ito ni San
Maximiliano Kolbe nang ialay
niya ang sarili bilang buhay na
hain. Ang kanyang kamatayan ay
naging tanda ng tagumpay laban
sa Nazismo. Ibinigay niya ang
kanyang buhay para sa kapatid at
ngayon ay nagtatamasa ng walang
hanggang kaligayahan.

“Huwag kayong makiayon sa
mundong ito, kundi mag-iba kayo
sa pamamagitan ng pagbhabago ng
inyong pag-iisip.” Maglakas-loob

tayong  tumayo  para  sa
katotohanan, ipahayag na Tanging
ang  Diyos lamang  ang

nakakapagpuno sa ating puso, at
tulutang akayin tayo ni Hesus
patungo sa kaganapan ng buhay.

©® Claretian Publications

t. Gregory the Great was
Sborn around 540 A.D. into
Roman nobility and raised
in a household of deep faith, where
both his mother and aunt were
recognized as saints. Despite the

period’s severe turmoil — marked
by a devastating plague in 542 A.D.

and frequent barbarian invasions—he received an elite
education. His exceptional administrative talents propelled him
to the office of prefect of Rome by age 30, making him the
city’s highest civil official. However, civil prestige could not
satisfy him. Inspired by the Gospel call to relinquish worldly
possessions, Gregory converted his family’s villa on the Caelian
Hill into a monastery, resigned his political office, and became a monk

St. Gregory the great:
pope and doctor
of the Church

FAITH ALIVE!

shame of begging.

devoted to poverty and quiet prayer.

His gifts as a leader prevented him from remaining in monastic
solitude for long In 579, Pope Pelagius II appointed Gregory as the
papal ambassador to Constantinople. Upon returning to Rome six years

later, he found the city devastated by floods, famine, and influxes of

refugees. When the plague returned in 589 and took the life of Pope

Pelagius II, the desperate populace elected Gregory Pope by popular

acclaim.

As Pope, Gregory confronted these monumental crises through a

blend of spiritual leadership and

combat the plague, he organized citywide prayer processions; during
one such pilgrimage near Hadrian’s Mausoleum, he reportedly

practical humanitarian action. To

witnessed a vision of St. Michael the Archangel sheathing his sword,

signaling the end of the epidemic.

To address the widespread famine,

to know the Gospel.

he declared all Church wealth to be
the “property of the poor.”

He mobilised priests to deliver
aid across Rome, distributed
Church-grown agricultural goods
for free, and privately sent meals
from his own table to impoverished
noble families to spare them the

Gregory’s compassion also extended far beyond the borders
of Rome. Years prior to his election, he had seen fair-haired
Anglo-Saxon slaves for sale in a Roman marketplace and
remarked that they were “not Angles, but angels” who deserved

As Pope, he fulfilled his ambition to reach them by dispatching forty
monks, led by St. Augustine of Canterbury, to bring Christianity to

Britain.

Throughout his papacy, Gregory maintained a deep commitment to
spiritual renewal and humble service. He preached regularly across
Rome's churches, revised the Order of Mass, and fostered the
development of sacred music. He frequently invited the poor to dine at
his own table and meticulously tracked Church revenues solely to
maximize charitable giving. Urging all clergy to serve their flocks with
selflessness, he adopted the title Servus Servorum Der — “Servant of the
Servants of God” — which remains a standard title for the papacy

today. When he died in 604 A.D.,
him a saint, bestowing upon him
Great.

the people immediately acclaimed
the enduring title of Gregory the

o latican News
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Church in Indonesia called to walk with the
nation, protect c1v111ty, and strengthen solidarity

By Gabriel Abdi Susanto

JAKARTA (SE): The

crises.

The

in Indonesia,”

ber 2025.

toral action.

The document is structured :
around three major sections: :
thanksgiving for God’s work in :
the life of the nation and the :
Church; an examination of the :
fac- :
ing Indonesia; and the pastoral :
response of the Catholic Church, :
centred on journeying togetheras  :
a nation, nurturing public civility, :
and strengthening human soli- :

multidimensional crises

darity.

From the altar to the
heart of society

to its 500th anniversary in 2034.
From the beginning,

universities, boarding houses,

tions, cooperatives, credit unions,
farmers’ and fishermen’s groups,

workers,

initiatives.

including ecological protection,

peacebuilding.

Bishops warn of a
multidimensional crisis

the challenges that remain.

Catholic :
Bishops’ Conference of Indone- : |
sia (KWI), in its 2026 Pastoral :
Note, dated July 31 and issued :
on August 17, urged the Church :
and society to unite in address- :
ing Indonesia’s multidimensional :

document,“A  Path of :
Hope amid the Nation’s Dynam- :
ics: The Church Walking Togeth-
er to Protect Public Civility and :
Strengthen Human Solidarity :
responds to the
conclusions of the 5th National :
Socio-Pastoral Assembly [SAG- :
KI V] held in Jakarta in Novem- :

quality, corruption,
disasters,

violations, declining democrat-

. ic quality and various forms of :
The note aims to turn the :
assembly’s conclusions into pas- :

neglect and deprivation affecting :
vulnerable groups as major con- :
: cerns facing the country. :

They observed that Indonesia :
faces a multidimensional crisis :
affecting social life, technology, :
the economy, ecology, politics :
and the nation’s moral founda- :

tions.

The crisis is reflected in fragile :
public ethics, the negative effects :
of digital disruption, a crisis of :
conscience, weakened leadership,
gender inequality, and policies :
. that may marginalise vulnerable
. groups, including women, per-
: sons with disabilities,
¢ and indigenous communities.
The bishops expressed gratitude :
for Indonesia’s 81 years of inde- :
pendence and enduring societal :
values like cooperation, solidarity, :
dialogue, and community resil-
ience. They also gave thanks for :
the Catholic Church’s long his- :
tory in Indonesia, looking ahead :

children,

In the economic sphere, the
bishops point to widening ine-
quality, poverty and the exploi-
tation of informal workers who
often lack adequate social pro-
tection.

Ecologically, the weaken-
ing capacity of the environment,

. deforestation, agrarian conflicts
the :
Church in Indonesia carried out :
its mission particularly through :
education, healthcare and social :
services. These included schools, :

and climate change are con-
tributing to what the document
describes as an acute ecological
crisis.

It also speaks of a “moral

© fatigue” affecting the nation.
clinics, hospitals, social institu- :

Pragmatism, secularism, and

. religious exclusivism, it says, can
: erode the noble values of Pancasi-
as well as assistance for migrant :
women and children :
and community empowerment :

la and undermine public civility.
The bishops further linked
these challenges to a crisis of

. leadership and declining demo-

These efforts show that faith
extends beyond worship into :
daily life and public advocacy, :
. foundation, public policies risk
safeguarding indigenous com- :
munities, combating human traf- :
ficking, conflict resolution, and :

cratic quality. When politics is
understood merely as procedures
and numbers, without a moral

becoming disconnected from the
needs and daily realities of ordi-
nary people.

. Church urged to embrace

. a prophetic mission

© In response, the KWI called for a

However, the bishops said that :

the Church must acknowledge :

: al crisis involving the govern-
The Pastoral Note identified :

poverty, social and gender ine- :

holistic and integrated approach
to address the multidimension-

ment, civil society, academia, the
media, religious institutions and

ecological
social conflicts,
lence in Papua, human rights :

vio- :

other stakeholders, including the

Church.

Church.

Firstly, a reorientation of the :
: Church’s mission, with renewed :

emphasis on its prophetic com- :

mitment to justice and human E

rights.

Secondly, social and techno- :
logical advocacy, including the :
. development of social safety nets :
and stronger safeguarding mech- :

anisms for vulnerable groups.

The bishops also pointed to :
the establishment of the Papua :
Secretariat as a concrete step in

respondlng to the humanitarian :
. situation in Papua.

In the digital sphere,

The Church was

tion to renewable energy.

The Church 1is

tion of young leaders.

ters across religious boundaries.

encour- :
© aged to empower communities, :
. strengthen public policy advo- :
¢ cacy against injustice and begin :
: ecological conversion from with- :
- in. The note also called for resist- :
ance to the exploitation of nature, :
. greater solidarity in disaster miti- :
¢ gation and support for the transi-

he Pastoral Note outlined :
four major directions for the :

Church to be a critical

. partner of government
the :
. Church is called to become a :
- “field hospital” by providing crit- :
©ical digital literacy and helping :
: create a safe digital ecosystem. :
: Thirdly is economic self-reli- :
: ance and ecological conversion.

The bishops reiterated that God is

present in the struggles and hopes

of the world. The Church must

nurture hope, justice, and a cul-
ture of peace.

To fulfil this mission, the

Church cannot walk alone. The

KWI called for cooperation
with all people of goodwill while
emphasising the Church’s role as
a critical partner of the govern-
ment.

The KWI encouraged Catho-
lic communities across Indonesia
to ensure that Christian values
do not remain merely theological

: principles or pastoral documents,
Fourth is political and charac- :
¢ ter education.

but become relevant and visible

: responses to the challenges facing
called to :
encourage ethical, non-partisan :
political education and the forma- :
: ing together with hope and

The KWI also called for the :
establishment of expert groups or :
think tanks to monitor and engage °
with public policy. At the same :
time, the family is reaffirmed as :
. the first school of faith, supported :
by character formation rooted in :
Pancasila and stronger encoun- :

the nation.
The Pastoral Note conclud-
ed with a call to continue walk-

creative courage amid the chang-
ing dynamics of Indonesia, for the
sake of the common good.

It was signed by the praesidi-
um of the Catholic Bishops’ Coon-
ference of Indonesia: president
Bishop Antonius Subianto Bunja-
min, and secretary general Bishop

Adrianus Sunarko.

FABC to host online Asian interfaith
course on mtegral ecology

(RVA NEWS):

The Federation

of Asian Bishops’ Conferences : | = f

[FABC] will host an online inter- :
faith course on integral ecolo- :
gy bringing together participants : |
from across Asia from September

5 to November 21, via Zoom.
Titled “Online

examine ecological

ticed across Asia.

Bishop Allwyn D’Silva, chair- :
person of the FABC Office of :
Human Development [OHD] :
and its Climate Change Desk, :
observed that Asia’s religious :
diversity makes an interfaith :
approach to ecology particularly :

important.

“Asia is a continent of many :
faiths. We also live in a deeply :
religious environment. Religion :
plays an important part in our :
lives. Hence, every issue, espe—i
cially ecology, has to be seen :
through the multifaith lens,”:

Bishop D’Silva said.

ogy. Do join us,” he added.

The course is organized by the :

Interfaith :
Course for Integral Ecology,”:
the 10 session programme will :
concerns :
and eco-spirituality through the :
perspectives and wisdom of the :
diverse religious traditions prac- :

Bishop D’Silva.

FABC Office of Human Devel- :
opment, Climate Change Desk :
- and Office of Ecumenical and :
Interreligious Affairs [OEIA], in :
collaboration with other partners. :

According to the organisers, :
the programme aims to promote :
interfaith harmony and encour- :
age ecological action by deepen- :
ing participants’ understanding :
: of eco-justice and eco-spirituali-f
ty across Asia’s diverse faith tra- :

ditions.

communities, culture,

glons.

The remaining sessions, on :
October 17, 24, 31, November 14 :
- and 21, will explore Indic reli- :
gions, East Asian religions, Indig- :

Photo: RVA News

enous traditions and irreligion,
followed by sessions on pathways
for collective ecological action.

The course will be conducted
in English from 8:30-10:30am
UTC [GMT], corresponding to
different times across Asia.

The course fee 1s US$20.
Interested participants can reg-
ister through the QR code on
the course poster or contact the
organisers at ecofaithcourse@gmail.

: com.

The first five sessions, sched- :
uled for September 5, 12, 19, 26 :
and October 10, will examine :
the ecological crisis, vulnerable :
ecology :
. and justice, and West Asian reli- :

“From this perspective, OHD : :
and OEIA have organised an :
interfaith course for integral ecol- :
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Walking together: Cardinal Kikuchrt’s

ties

visit highlights regional

HONG KONG (SE): Tarcisio Isao :
Cardinal Kikuchi, archbishop of :
Tokyo, spent seven days in Hong
Kong in mid-August at the invi- :
tation of his own religious congre- :
gation, the Society of the Divine :
Word [SVD]. He preached a five- :
day retreat for missionaries and
later found time to engage in a :
set of encounters that touched on
vowed life, youth ministry, and :
the growing relationship across :

Asian dioceses.

A retreat with an edge
From August 17 to 21, Cardinal

Kikuchi led a retreat for near- :

ly 30 Divine Word missionaries

serving in Hong Kong, Macau :
and Taiwan, gathered at St. :
Paul’s House of Prayer in Sheung :
Shui. His message did not flat- :
ter the vocation. Religious life, :

Religious life, he
told the group, runs
against the grain
of ordinary human
wants—comfort,
security, ease...

in practice, every day.

" not a ceremony to get through °
: but a chance to choose, again, :
 what was already chosen once.

Speaking to the Sunday Exam- :

- iner on August 23, the cardinal
* said the invitation carried par- '
- ticular weight for him. He had :
* been to Hong Kong on several
: previous occasions—as president :
: of Caritas Internationalis and for :
© regional meetings—but had nev- :
. er preached a retreat for his own
: © confreres there.
. he told the group, runs against :
¢ the grain of ordinary human :
: wants—comfort, security, case— :
and final vows do not settle that :
© tension once and for all. The :
commitment has to be renewed, :
© he said, is precisely why the Hong
The vow renewal ceremony at :
the close of the retreat is far more :
than a formal ritual, he said, it is :

He pointed to what he called :
the defining trait of the SVD: :
a congregation built from many :
nationalities and cultures, united :
by a shared task of proclaiming :
the gospel. That global identity, :

Kong and Macau district thought :
to bring in a bishop from Japan to :
lead them.
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Above left : Cardinal Kikuchi after a youth

discussion in Tai O on August 22.
Left: Cardinal Kikuchi with young people and fel-
low Divine Word missionaries visiting Tai O.
Above: With the Divine Word mis-

sionaries after their retreat.

Photos supplied

. After the retreat, he travelled :
. briefly to Macau with district :
- superior, Father Franz Gassner. :
. Father Gassner said the cardinal :
. had pushed the missionaries to :
© set aside their own agendas and :
. listen instead for where the Holy :
| © Spirit was already leading—dis- :
: cernment over planning.
: He added that the mission- :
© aries could see the cardinal was :
. not simply offering advice from a :
¢ distance: Cardinal Kikuchi had
. served as a Caritas chaplain in :
- refugee camps in Rwanda and :
© was the first Japanese mission- :
~ : arysent to Africa. Father Gassner
- called him a man who practices :
. what he preaches. :

. An afternoon in Tai O

n August 22, the cardi-g
: nal travelled to Tai O, :
the fishing village on :

. Lantau Island and a Mass centre :
© of Epiphany Parish where the :
SVD missionaries have served for
over a decade, to meet more than
: 50 young Catholics from Holy :
Family Parish, Visitation Parish, :
St. Teresa Parish and the local :
youth community. The day’s :
theme, “Walk Together, Talk :
- Together,” set the tone. . Tokyo to Hong Kong to build

The group met at Our Lady :
of Perpetual Help Chapel, where
Claretian Father Jojo Peter :
- Ancheril opened with icebreakers
. before lunch. :

At Mass, Cardinal Kikuchi :
preached on synodality—a word,
he said, that gets misread as an :
administrative system, a form of :
Church politics, or an idea hand- :
ed down from Rome. It is none :
of those things, he told the young :
people. It is simply what it means  :
to be Church: people holding :
. each other up, because no one :

survives the life of faith alone.
Questions from the floor
ranged from how the Church is
governed, to how a papal con-
clave works, to how young peo-
ple today might actually go about
spreading the gospel. Cardi-
nal Kikuchi said their mission-

: ary instincts left him genuinely

encouraged.

He reminded them that Jesus
sent his disciples out in pairs, not
alone—a detail he returned to
when he said that meeting Christ
has never been a private affair
but something realised in com-
munity and in real relationships
with other people. The afternoon

. closed with a walk through the
. village, snacks, and conversation.

Building the road between
Tokyo and Hong Kong

On August 22, Cardinal Kikuchi
also met Cardinal Stephen Chow,
SJ., at the Diocesan Centre,
Caine Road. Cardinal Kikuchi
recalled that Cardinal Stephen
had raised the idea of more
exchange between the two dio-
ceses—an idea he said he took to
readily, floating the prospect of
encouraging lay Catholics from

shared experience and mutual
growth.

On August 23, his last day in
the city, the cardinal celebrated

 Mass at St. Teresa’s Church and

a separate Mass for the Japanese-
speaking community at St. Mar-
garet Mary’s Church.

The visit further strength-
ened Cardinal Kikuchi’s ties with
the Hong Kong Church: he was
in the city to join the opening
Mass for the Diocese of Hong
Kong’s 80th anniversary this past
December.



