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Al content farms are eroding
journalism and democracy,
Vatican official warns

KIGALI (LICAS NEWS): Dr. :
Natasa Govekar, theological-pas- :
toral director of the Vatican’s :
Dicastery for Communication, :
said more than 3,800 websites
worldwide were producing news
entirely through artificial intel- :
ligence without human oversight.

Speaking during a plena- :
ry session of the SIGNIS World :

Congress in Kigali, Rwanda, on : |

August 4, Govekar said the sites :
were able to “saturate scarch
engines and social media feeds :
with thousands of articles per :
day” while capturing a grow- :
ing share of online advertising :
Investments. :
“This means that resources are :
being diverted from investiga- :
tive, constructive journalism and :
directed to algorithmic interme- :
diaries and pirate platforms,” she
said. :
Govekar said Al-driven con- :
tent farms were built to attract :
traffic rather than pursue truth.
“Clontent farms do not seek the
truth, of course. They seck traf- :
fic,” she warned. “They represent :
a threat to democratic stability.”
She described the spread of :
automated content as “Al poison- :
ing,” saying it contaminates data :
used to train artificial intelli- :
gence systems and contributes to :
“a degradation of culture, a trivi- :
alisation, a commodification.”
Govekar cited the case of :
“Nicola Andrizzi,” who was pre-
sented on a website as a journal- :
ist covering the Italian province :
of Trento. :
“The problem is that Nicola :
Andrizzi does not exist,” she said, :
adding that he is just a prompt, :
“a command line sent to the chat- :
bot by an automated system.”
The Vatican official said Al :
was also beginning to influence :
human language and thought.
She referred to a study that :
examined more than 7,000 hours :
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Dr. Govekar addresses delegates during a plenary session
of the SIGNIS World Congress in Kigali, Rwanda, on
August 4. Photo: LiCAS News/Mark Saludes

of conversations from more than :
800,000 podcast episodes and :
found that words favoured by :
: ChatGPT  had
appeared in spontaneous human -

speech.

shapes human language quietly,” :
Govekar said. “Its lexical choices :
are entering spontaneous spoken -
' communication.” :

She said the findings raised :
questions about whether patterns
of thought and association gener- :
ated by chatbots could also enter :
daily life as AI becomes more :
widely used in education, therapy, :
. and other fields. :

reduced to technical regulation.

Quoting Pope Leo XIV’s mes- :
© sage for the World Day of Social :
Communications, she said, “The :
challenge is not technological :
but anthropological. Safeguard- :
ing faces and voices ultimately :
© means safeguarding our self.”

She said digital platforms do :
more than transmit informa- :
. tion. They shape culture and the :
collective imagination by influ- :
encing how people perceive the :

increasingly

tives that direct desires and daily
choices.

is a common good and not the
property of those with power or
influence.”

Technology, she said, should

: be neither demonised nor idol-

ised but used in ways that protect
human relationships and serve
the common good.

“We must therefore promote
an ecology of communication on
the level of public policy, on all

¢ the social and cultural aspects
Govekar said the concerns :
surrounding Al could not be :

in our families and schools,” she
said.

Govekar also warned that
social media algorithms designed
to maximise engagement and
profit were weakening people’s
ability to listen and think critical-
ly while increasing polarisation.

She said Pope Leo had explic-

© itly urged people “not to renounce

our ability to think.”

Govekar said Al could pro-
duce results quickly, but human
formation required time, effort,
and experience.

grows through the strife

- gathering, Pope Leo referenced
© Magnifica Humanitas,
. that online communication is
““not simply a means of transmit-
© ting information. It also creates

. efficiency, a human face that asks

‘Algorithms offer
solutions, but wisdom

of mistake, of waiting,
even disorientation
sometimes’

: to be gazed upon remains the
- centre of our history,” she added.

In his message to the SIGNIS

recalling

© culture, shaping how people per-
: ceive the world and profound-

“Algorithms offer solutions, but :

. wisdom grows through the strife :
. of mistake, of waiting, even diso- :
" rientation sometimes,” she said.

She stressed that no techno- :

- logical system could replace the :
. conscience and capacity for self- :
. giving at the heart of human :
© communication.
world and introducing narra- :

“No computational system, :

. however sophisticated, can create :
. a heart that gives itself or a con-

Govekar called for an “ecol- :
ogy of communication” ground- :
 ed in the principle that “truth :
“These results show how AI :

science that discerns good from :
evil,” Govekar said.
“Even when machines excel in

ly influencing the collective
conscience.”
Vatican News reported that the

: pope encouraged participants to

explore practical ways of advanc-
ing the conference theme, “Digi-
tal Communication for Cultural
Harmony and Environmental

© Wellbeing.”

He expressed the hope that
their reflections would lead to
communication strategies and
tools guided by truth and rooted

: 1in respect for the dignity of every

person.

Pope Leo XIV’s August
prayer intention is ‘for
evangelisation in the city’

VATICAN (OSV NEWS): Pope Leo

XIV is inviting Catholics to pray

“for evangelisation in the city” as his August prayer intention, asking
the Lord to accompany millions searching for meaning amid the noise
and haste of urban life. In his monthly “Pray with the Pope” video,
Pope Leo expressed his hope that urban environments may provide

“fertile ground” for proclaiming the gGospel.

The pope acknowledged that while cities are meant to be places
of “freedom and opportunity,” they can also become “spaces of ano-
nymity and isolation.” With nearly 45 per cent of the world’s popula-
tion now living in urban areas, the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network
describes cities as one of today’s largest mission territories.

In his prayer, Pope Leo asked, “Make us a Church that goes forth,
able to reach out to the peripheries, to console those who are lonely,
and to sow fraternity and connection instead of giving in to indiffer-

ence.”

He also prayed, “Make us your witnesses in the city, bold and crea-
tive missionaries, who proclaim your Love with their lives— a Love

capable of overcoming haste, noise,

and anonymity.”
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Chancery Notice

I. PRIESTS JOINING OR LEADING PILGRIMAGES

Priests who have been appointed to parishes or other ecclesiastical offices under our Diocese are
reminded to observe the following diocesan regulation which took effect from 1 April 2018:

They may join or lead pilgrimages outside Hong Kong not more than twice a year (including pilgrimages which
happen to take place during their annual or long leaves). Exceptional cases (i.e., pilgrimages more than twice) are
to be referred to the Bishop through the Chancery Office. The Bishop, at his discretion and taking into considera-
tion pastoral needs, will decide whether or not to grant such requests.

II. LITURGICAL NORMS TO BE OBSERVED BY PASTORS AND THE FAITHFUL

All priests who celebrated Masses privately or public in our Diocese are reminded to pay particular
attention to the canonical and diocesan liturgical norms as reiterated in the Chancery Notice “Latur-
gical Norms to be Observed by Pastors and the Faithful”, dated 2 February 2026. (Please refer to the website

link: https://catholic.org.hk/en/chancery-notice/liturgical-norms-to-be-observed-by-pastors-and-
the-faithful.) Altar servers and other members of the faithful are to abide by those same regulations

and may not introduce other practices on their own initiatives.

III. PARTICIPATING IN THE TRIDENTINE LATIN MASS

It has been reported that the Tridentine Latin Mass has for a long time been celebrated regularly
at a rented venue in Hong Kong by a visiting priest who belongs to the Priestly Fraternity of St. Pius X.

Some members of our faithful might have been participating in that Mass. Out of pastoral solici-
tude, Cardinal Stephen Chow, S.J., exhorts them to refrain from doing so in the future, so as to avoid
any contact with the above-mentioned Priestly Fraternity which rejects the teachings of Vatican II and
is up to now not in Communion with the Universal Catholic Church.

Members of our faithful who, accepting the teaching of Vatican II, find it spiritually beneficial to
attend the Tridentine Mass, can attend, instead, a similar Mass arranged by the Tridentine Liturgy
Community which is officially recognized by our Diocese. That Community celebrates a Triden-
tine Latin Mass officiated by priests duly assigned by the Cardinal, on every Sunday at 12:30 p.m.,
at Mary Help of the Christian Church (16 Tin Kwong Road, To Kwa Wan, Kowloon). Sunday
Evening Prayer and Benediction, both in Latin, are held at the same church on the first Sunday of
every month, at 3:30p.m..

IV. WORKING TEAM FOR THE DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY

Chairperson.
Cardinal Stephen CHOW, S J.

Members:
Ciardinal Stephen CHOW, S J., has appointed the following to be members of the newly formed
Working Team for the Diocesan Assembly, for the period from 15 August 2026 to 14 August 2027:

Bishop Joseph HA, OFM, VG, Co-Chairperson
Rev. Peter CHOY, VG

Rev. Paul KAM, VG

Rev. Joseph CHAN, VG

Rev. David CHAN

Rev. Dominic CHAN

Rev. Johnson DHOS, SVD
Rev. Lawrence LEE

Rev. Peter LO

Rev. Dominique MUKONDA KANANGA, CICM
Rev. Giorgio PASINI, PIME
Rev. Francis Xavier WONG
Rev. Deacon Louis WONG

Sr. Christina CHEUNG, SPB
Sr. Shinoby THOMAS, PIME
Ms. Vania CHENG

Ms. Ada CHOW

Ms. Alix LAT Wai-wa

Ms Doris LAU So-ying

Ms. Bridget LEE Yuet Wah
Ms. Terry LEUNG

Ms. LI Toi-wah

Ms. Cynthia PON

Given at the Chancery Office,
3 August 2026.

Z@aru.uu. aQD_,

Rev. Lawrence LEE
Chancellor
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SEFU launches new

Master’s

in ethics

and religion

Professor Chan Sin-wai. Photo supplicd

© HONG KONG (SE): Saint Francis :
- University has officially launched :
©its new Master of Arts in Eth-
- ics and Religion through the Ip :
© Ying To Lee Yu Yee School of :
- Humanities and Languages. The :
© programme is designed to help :
. professionals and community :
- leaders navigate complex moral :
© issues in a rapidly changing world
. while deepening their faith and
* service to society.

The curriculum combines

. general ethical reasoning with :
. Christian, Buddhist, Daoist, and
- Confucian traditions, tailoring its
- approach to Hong Kong’s multi- :
- cultural context. Moving beyond
* traditional Western models, the :
. course examines pressing con-
© temporary issues such as artificial
* intelligence ethics, healthcare bio-
© ethics, and environmental stew-
* ardship. Students can explore :
. practical applications, including
© using religious cthics to support
* thelonely or guide end-of-life care :
: decisions.

Programme leader and senior :

© lecturer, Chiu Tze-ming, empha-
- sised this broader approach, stat-
ing, “The MAER Programme :
: will always emphasise the need °
© to assess ethical issues from differ- :
© ent perspectives, including views
* services, or for further academic
© research locally and abroad.

ENGLISH LESSONS

Do local friends ask you
if you know any English
teachers? Refer them
to: Paul Stables MA MEd
www.tutorialfield.com.hk
WhatsApp: 6012 3236

from other major religious tradi-
tions as well as the moral theories
held by secular scholars.”

He pointed out that the course
comes at a crucial time for local
professionals such as pastoral
ministers, social workers, NGO
administrators, and secondary
school teachers. It directly sup-
ports Hong Kong’s updated
educational goals and the Gov-

© ernment’s 2022 Youth Develop-

ment Blueprint, which emphasise
positive values, resilience, ethical
technology use, and respect for
pluralism.

Chiu noted that by examining
ethical issues within religious con-
texts, students develop a deeper
understanding of the challenges
facing individuals and communi-
ties, cultivating ethical awareness
and social responsibility.

Taught in English over two
years of part-time study [with a
maximum of four years|, the pro-
gramme is designed to accommo-

- date busy working adults. It offers

flexible exit options, allowing can-
didates to earn a Postgraduate
Certificate or Postgraduate Diplo-
ma along the way. Graduates will
be prepared for leadership roles in
education, social policy, Church
organisations, and community

Adding to the programme’s

. vision, Professor Chan Sin-wai,
. dean of the school, shared that
¢ learning is not just about gain-
. ing knowledge and skills, but also
- about growing in wisdom, creat-
© ing a better future, and broaden-
: ing one’s spiritual world.

Hong Kong Catholic Church
Sunday Mass Schedule

You can obtain the Mass times and
whereabouts of churches from the Hong Kong
Catholic Church’s website
http://www.catholic.org.hk
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Diocese celebrates 30 years of
permanent diaconate commission

HONG KONG (SE): On July 26, a

thanksgiving Mass was celebrat- :
ed at the Cathedral of the Immac- *
ulate Coonception, Caine Road, :
to mark the 30th anniversary of :
the Diocesan Commission for the :
Permanent Diaconate. The mile- :
stone highlighted the deacon’s :
core identity: humble service and
charitable witness, bringing the :

gospel to the marginalised.

The Mass was celebrated by :
vicar general, Father Joseph Chan -
Wing-chiu, and concelebrated by
Father Dominic Chan Chi-ming, :
chairperson of the commission, :
together with Father Christo- :
pher Chor Yuk-wah, Father Ben- :
edict Lam Cho-ming, and Father
Francis Xavier Wong Kwan-yau, :
assisted by over 30 permanent :

deacons.

In his homily, Father Chan :
expressed his appreciation for :
the various services the deacons :
have provided for the marginal- :
ised, and noted that—formed by :
both clergy and laity—the com- :
mission’s establishment three dec- :
ades ago already demonstrated :

the spirit of synodality.

Initiated in 1990 under John :
Baptist Cardinal Wu Cheng-:
chung, Hong Kong was among :
the first Asian dioceses to restore :
the permanent diaconate follow- :
ing the Second Vatican Council. :
An official commission was later :
set up in 1996, chaired by Father :
Chan. After years of preparation,
the first two permanent deacons :
were ordained in 1997. Today, :

Mass celebrants, permanent deacons and their families
after the Mass marking the 30th anniversary of the com-
mission. Photo: supplied
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THE BIRTHRIGHT SOCIETY

A pregnancy counselling and care service
designed to help any expectant mother with a
PREGNANCY PROBLEM

For free confidential help call:
2337 5551 or 2522 1071 (7:30p.m.— 9:30p.m.)

there are 48 deacons actively serv- :
ing across various sectors, includ-
ing hospitals, prisons, schools, :
hospice care, and parish minis- :

tries.

role.

Reflections from the vicar general

Reflecting on this 30-year :
journey, Father Chan shared that :
when the ministry was first intro- :
duced, only about 20 per cent of :
. the clergy surveyed in 1992 sup- :
ported it, due to widespread mis- :
understandings regarding their

. A joyful party after the Mass

marking the 30th
anniversary of the
commission. Photo: supplied

While permanent deacons :

- assist bishops and priests by car-

© rying out the threefold ministry

. of the Word, liturgy, and charity,

. Father Chan emphasised that the :
. diaconate was not established to :
. address a priest shortage or cre- :
 ate “secondary priests,” as dea-:
. consfulfiladistinct mission. “The :
: ministry of the deacon is main- :
© ly to represent the Church, giv-:

© ing witness within society,” Father
: Chan said. “It puts into practice

: the gospel spirit and brings the :
experience back to the parish, :
showing that the Church is not :
just a place for spiritual devotion, :

but also about caring for society.”

of the Church.

By Father Paul Kam Po-wai
HUGS 30

He added that it is a matter of :
responding to Vatican II ecclesi- :
ology by considering the mission :

Recent diocesan evaluations
show clerical support has climbed :
to 80 per cent, with lay accept- :
ance reaching 96 per cent. “This
. dramatic rise in acceptance dem- :

© onstrates a profound shift in men-
. tality in the Church,” Father
 Chan explained.

Promoting synodality

with dual identity
. Father Chan believes the per-
manent diaconate embodies

- “synodality” by fostering deeper
communion among clergy, reli-
gious, and laity as they walk
together as one Church. “Because
a permanent deacon is himself a
layperson, and also a member of
the clergy,” he noted, “he can help
the Church by serving as a bridge
. between the clergy and the faith-
© ful”

He noted that, as married
men form the vast majority of
candidates, formation emphasis-
es family spirituality and spouse
¢ accompaniment, reaffirming that
the Sacrament of Matrimony and
the Order of Deacons harmoni-
ously enrich each other.

Looking ahead, the commis-
sion plans to refine the deacon’s
distinct theological and pastoral
role, enhance ongoing formation,
and strengthen support for dea-
cons’ families.

Anniversary Celebration of the Caritas HUGS Centre. It was a

On 24 July, I had the privilege of going to Tuen Mun for the 30th

deeply moving and unforgettable experience.

Many of you might not have heard of the Caritas HUGS Centre before. Founded back in 1996, it

mainly offers counselling and support for people struggling with substance abuse. The Chinese name
“Yung Po” [Garden of Acceptance] stands for a place of acceptance, nurture, and growth. It’s also a play
on words for the English acronym “HUGS”.

The celebration had two main parts: a Light Rail tour and the “HUGS 30 Ceremony.

For the Light Rail tour, around 30 guests and friends set off happily on the “HUGS 30” tram at
2:00pm promptly. Starting from Tai Hing [North] and finishing at Pui To, the journey passed through
12 stops and took 50 minutes. It was a deeply personal and touching journey.

Along the way, a social worker and a service user shared a conversation, giving us a chance to listen to
a heartfelt story of true companionship. Since the speaker grew up in Tuen Mun, almost every stop held
memories from his life. As the event brochure put it: “Listen to the sound of the tracks, feel the warmth
of thirty years walking together.” Hearing his story and reading the brochure was truly heartwarming.

What stuck with me most was when he said: “The Light Rail has a final stop, but companionship
doesn’t. May we all stand by each other and use hugs to help keep drugs away.” It showed me just how
important and powerful the support of social workers, partners, family, and friends really is.

After the tour, we headed to the Jockey Club Theatre for the 30th anniversary ceremony. It was a
warm, emotional family gathering. Around 200 people attended—staff, service users and their families,
partners, friends, and volunteers. Several people who had fought addiction shared their stories, speak-
ing honestly about their struggles and how, after years of ups and downs with the unwavering support of
social workers and loved ones, they finally overcame addiction and turned their lives around.

Now, they have the strength and courage to help others. On top of these moving stories, a group of
parents performed an original play, vividly capturing their emotions and the tough times they weath-

ered with their children.

A huge thank you to everyone involved in organising this event which allowed us to see and feel the
incredible dedication and hard work of the centre’s team over the last thirty years. May everyone sup-
ported by the centre, along with their families and partners, continue to walk hand in hand with the
team and spread love and care across the community. Thank you again to all the staff for your wonder-

ful work!

Keep it up! Onward to 30, 60, and 100 years of “hugs”—carrying forward the love, the hope, and

the embrace!
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Newly discovered

sermons confirmed as

written

WARSAW (OSV NEWS): Two :
previously unknown sermons by :
St. Augustine have been iden- :
tified in a 12th-century manu- :
script preserved in Poland, giving
scholars a rare new window into :
the mind of one of Christianity’s :
greatest theologians more than
1,600 years after he preached :

them.

The discovery was made in :
a 12th-century manuscript pre- :
served at the diocesan library in
Pelplin in northern Poland after :
nearly two years of research by :
scholars from Germany and Aus- :
tria. The sermons, to be published :
in a critical edition by the end of :
2026, address Saul’s encounter :
with the Medium of Endor in the

Book of Samuel.

The manuscript had long been
catalogued in the library’s collec- :
tion, but no one had studied it in :

by St. Augustine

The first page
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depth before the recent collabora- |

tion with scholars from Germany :
and Austria, Father Jan Walkusz, :
director of the diocesan library in
© containing St. Augustine’s ser-

“Only the recent research :
by scholars from Bad Doberan, :
Wiirzburg and Vienna showed :
that the manuscript contains two
previously unknown sermons :

by the Bishop of Hippo,” Father :

Pelplin, explained.

Walkusz said.

In 2024, Christian Tornau, a :
Latin scholar at Julius-Maximil- :
ians-Universitdt Wiirzburg, was :
approached by Paul Nebauer of
Bad Doberan, who had discov- :
ered a medieval manuscript with :
sermons attributed to Augustine :
in the diocesan library of Pelp- :
lin. Nebauer, a member of the :
Bad Doberan Monastery Asso- :

ciation, has spent years tracing

Years’ War.

During research visits to Pelp- :
linin 2024 and 2025, he identified :
six manuscripts from Bad Dober- :
an—one of which contained :
intriguing references to the hibli- :

cal story of the Witch [Medium|
of Endor.

Abbey.

o texts. Their verdict: “Our final
© verdict that they are indeed :

Nebauer found the text unu- :
sual and, recognising the need for -
expert analysis, contacted Tor- :
nau. The 12th-century manu- :
script was copied at Bad Doberan
and likely derived from a now- :
lost manuscript at Amelungsborn
© not enough to prove Augustine’s

Father Walkusz explained :
that Cistercian monks from Bad :
Doberan brought such works to :
Pelplin when founding a daugh- :
ter abbey there in the 13th cen- :

tury: “That is how this volume :

mons, together with other manu- :
scripts from Bad Doberan, came
to Pelplin.”

anonymous ‘pupil’ or
“follower’,” said Tor-
nau. “No disciple, no
author of later times
would have been so familiar with
Augustine’s style and thinking,”

: Weidmann added.

“The discovery of these ser-

© mons proves beyond doubt that

‘Our final verdict :
that they are indeed
authentic...” ;

: the carefully preserved collec-
: tions in Pelplin conceal enor-

mous cultural and religious
riches, accessible to researchers

. from around the world,” Father

Walkusz said.

Of six sermons in the manu- :
script, four were known to schol- :
ars, while two were previously :
unidentified. “We were fasci- :
nated, of course, by the idea of
having found new sermons of :

. Augustine,” Tornau said, “but :
manuscripts from the former :
Cistercian abbey, whose library :
was destroyed during the Thirty :

soon turned sceptical because at :
some places the sermons did not :
seem to read like Augustine.”

The team—joined by Doro- :
thea Weber and Clemens Wei- :
dmann [Corpus Scriptorum
Ecclesiasticorum  Latinorum, :
CSEL]—spent nearly two years
transcribing and analysing the

authentic is the result of continu- :
ous philological work over almost
two years.”

The conclusion was based on
liturgical, linguistic, and theo- :
logical evidence. As Weidmann
noted, “This alone, however, is

authorship because many inau- :
thentic sermons are attributed
in manuscripts to him falsely.” :
However, “as the preacher is thus
indistinguishable from Augus- :

The sermons focus on the
debated episode in 1 Samuel 28,
where King Saul consults a medi-
um. Augustine explores both tra-
ditional interpretations—God
permitting Samuel’s appearance
or Saul being deceived by an evil
spirit—without insisting on a
single view: “This openness for
divergent interpretations of scrip-

© ture is characteristic of Augustine

in general,” said Tornau.
Weber noted, “Augustine aims

: notat prescribing a single ‘correct’

interpretation, but at exploring

© possible interpretations within
¢ the framework of Church doc-
: trine.”

The most remarkable insight,
according to Tornau, is the sug-
gestion that Saul, after hearing

© Samuel’s prophecy, may have
- repented and been redeemed: “It

1s indicative of Augustine’s inde-

. pendence of mind and his will-
. ingness to think of everyone, even
. those who appear most evil, as

capable of salvation through the

grace of God. This combines

intellectual honesty and episco-

pal humility in a remarkable and

very Augustinian way.”

SUNDAY
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Statutes for a Church that listens and cares

WHEN THE FEDERATION of Asian Bishops’ Conferences [FABC]
approved the revised Statutes at its 12th Plenary Assembly in Jakarta,
it did more than just change its structure. This decision shows how the
Church in Asia wants to live, discern, and serve today. The bishops
have connected structure with spirituality and administration with
witness by strengthening synodal governance and officially making
care for creation part of the FABC’s mission.

The assembly’s final message helps us understand this reform. It
says synodality is “not merely a method of working together” but “a
path of conversion that is directed towards mission.” Real change
starts with transformed hearts before changing structures, and
with renewed relationships before renewing institutions. New rules
will only make a difference if they encourage listening, shared dis-
cernment, co-responsibility, and servant leadership throughout the
Church.

This challenge is especially urgent in Asia. The continent’s great
cultural and religious diversity comes with polarisation, migration,
growing inequality, technological change, and less democratic space.
Clericalism can also limit the participation of all baptised people. In
this situation, better governance is not just about centralisation or
efficiency. It should help bishops, clergy, religious, and lay people—
including women and young people—see each other as partners in
mission.

Including care for creation in the Statutes is just as important. Eco-
logical damage is not a minor issue for experts or something to address
only now and then. It affects the poor first and most, causes displace-
ment, threatens jobs, and puts future generations at risk. Making care
for creation central to the FABC’s mission means recognising that our
unity includes how we relate to the earth, our shared home.

The assembly urged the Church to “embrace the urgent call to
ecological conversion” so future generations can inherit a world that
reflects the Creator’s goodness. Now, these words must lead to tangi-
ble action. Synodal governance should consider who bears the cost of
development, whose voices are excluded from environmental deci-
sions, and how dioceses can serve as examples in caring for land, ener-
gy, and resources. Ecological responsibility should guide formation,
pastoral planning, investment, and advocacy.

Cardinal Stephen Chow, S]J., was part of the committee that
drafted the final message titled, “You Will See Greater Things”. The
document portrays the Church as a bridge-builder, which is a com-
pelling image. Asia needs bridges between different peoples and reli-
gions, between authority and participation, and between humanity
and creation. The revised Statutes can help establish these bridges,
but only if people accept their guidance with humility and courage.

The FABC has taken an important step, but now the real work
begins. Statutes can establish offices, define roles, and enhance
accountability, but they cannot listen, repent, or act. That responsi-
bility lies with people. This reform will only be meaningful if local
Churches share responsibility, support the vulnerable, and safeguard
our common home.

Asia will see “greater things” when synodality becomes part of
daily life and ecological conversion becomes a shared mission at every
level of the Church. jose, cyr
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Pope Leo XIV to offer public Masses and
audiences every week of August

ROME (OSV NEWS): Pope Leo :
XIV will celebrate a public Mass  :
every week of August after taking :
time to rest in Castel Gandolfo :
during the month of July. :

The Vatican published the :
pope’s liturgical schedule for : |
August on July 30. It includes :
Masses in of Assisi and Rimini, :
along with celebrations for the :
liturgical feasts of the Transﬁg-i
uration and the Assumption of :
Mary. :
Pope Leo will also resume his :
weekly Wednesday general audi- :
ences in August, after suspending
them for the month of July, and

will lead five Angelus addresses -
during the month when many :
Europeans are on vacation.
Here is a look at the pope’s
schedule for the rest of the sum- :
mer.
© be offered for participants in the

Celebrating the Year of S“Gol
St. Francis in Assisi
Pope Leo will celebrate Mass in :
Assisi on August 6 for the feast of

Israeli strike damages
Christian-run hospital in Gaza

GAZA CITY (OSV NEWS): The Catholic Near East Welfare Associ-
ation [CNEWA]-Pontifical Mission in Lebanon and Syria reported
that an Israeli airstrike on a residential apartment directly adjacent to
CNEWA-supported Al-Ahli Arab Hospital in the centre of Gaza City
damaged hospital facilities late on July 29.

The strike shattered windows and doors inside the hospital and
damaged an elevator serving the diagnostic centre. Although the
hospital was not directly hit, staff said the strike caused fear among
patients and medical workers.

“There was also a significant psychological impact on our medical
teams,” said Mousa Ayad, a manager at the Hospital.

Ayad said the hospital is located 1.6 kilometres from the so-called
“Yellow Line,” the Israeli-controlled area inside Gaza established after
the October 2025 ceasefire.

“The repeated explosions create confusion among medical staff and
place additional psychological pressure on patients,” he said adding
that no one can anticipate where the next strike will fall.

“This is war, and no one knows where the next danger will be. But
given the hospital’s humanitarian and medical role, we do not believe
that the hospital is the intended target,” Ayad added.

He said despite the ceasefire, Gaza’s health sector has seen little
recovery.

“The situation has not improved significantly. Hospitals continue to
face shortages of medical supplies, equipment and essential consuma-
bles,” he said. “Thousands of patients remain on waiting lists for sur-
gery, while many others still need to travel outside Gaza for specialized
treatment.”

The strike near Al-Ahli Arab Hospital comes as local emergency
officials report a noticeable increase in attacks on multistory residen-
tial buildings.

Mahmoud Basal, spokesperson for Gaza’s Civil Defense, said the
July 29 strike was especially dangerous because it occurred next to
both a functioning hospital and a site sheltering displaced people.

The Isracli military has been ordering residents to leave entire resi-
dential areas before airstrikes, without Gazans being told which build-
ing will be targeted.

“When entire residential blocks receive evacuation orders, peo-
ple leave in fear without knowing which building will be targeted. In
many cases, a single strike destroys not only the intended building but
also neighboring homes as a result of Israel’s use of high-explosive mis-
siles, leaving dozens of families without shelter,” Basal said.

Europe.

<

the Transfiguration of the Lord. :
The 10:30am liturgy in the Basil- :
: ica of St. Mary of the Angels will :

_ Franciscan Youth Meet- :
© ing,” a four-day meeting of young :
people ages 18 to 33 from across :

Pope Leo greets visitors at the conclusion of the Angelus in
Castel Gandolfo on 20 July 2025. Photo: CNS/Vatican Media

The pope is scheduled to travel :
to Assisi by helicopter that morn- :
ing, where he will meet with :
. young people in the Piazza San- :
ta Maria degli Angeli and greet :

representatives of the Franciscan

orders before celebrating Mass in -
. the basilica.
The visit to the birthplace of :
Rimini and San Marino
Since May, Pope Leo has made a :
series of pastoral visits to Italian :
cities, from Naples to Pavia. The
final stop in this round of domes- :
tic visits will take him to San :

St. Francis is part of the Church’s

celebration of a special jubilee :
year marking the 800th anniver- :
sary of St. Francis’ death. It also :
coincides with the annual cele- :
bration for the Basilica of Santa :

© Maria degli Angeli, a 16th- Cen-é
. tury church built over the small :
© chapel where St. Francis founded
- the Franciscan order. :
: Each year during the first week -
. of August, pilgrims to the basilica :
: can receive a plenary indulgence, :
© under the usual conditions, recall- :
| © ing St. Francis’ mystical experi- :
| © ence therein 1216, when he asked
. Christ to grant complete remis- :
. sion of sins to all who, having :
© repented and confessed, prayed :
: within the church. '

. Solemnity of the
. Assumption in

. Castel Gandolfo :
. Pope Leo will return to Castel :
- Gandolfo, where he spent much
of July, to celebrate Mass for the :
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin :
Mary on Aug. 15, at 10:30am in
the parish of St. Thomas of Vil- :
lanova. He will also lead a special
: Angelus address at noon to mark :
: the city’s port.

the Marian feast.

Travelling north to

Marino and Rimini on August 22.
The pope will begin the day
with a pastoral visit to the Repub-

. lic of San Marino, a landlocked

microstate on the Italian Penin-
sula and the third-smallest inde-
pendent state in Europe after
Vatican City and Monaco. Its
capital sits atop a mountain and
traces its origins to a settlement
founded by St. Marinus in the 4th
century.

In the afternoon, Pope Leo

. will travel to the seaside town of
- Rimini, where he will take part
©in the Meeting for Friendship
: Amongst Peoples, an annual gath-
© ering organised by Communion

and Liberation, a Catholic lay
movement with roots in Italy. He
will be the first pope to attend the
event, known informally as the
Rimini Meeting.

Pope Leo will celebrate Mass
with Catholics of the Diocese of
Rimini at 6:30pm local time in

A return to Castel Gandolfo
© Pope Leo will return to Castel

Gandolfo once more at the end of
the month to celebrate Mass and
lead a procession at the Church of
Our Lady of the Lake on August
29, at 6:00pm.

Father Sergio Chavira returns to the Lord

HONG KONG (SE): The faithful
in Hong Kong and the Guadalu- :
pe Missioners mourn the passing :
of Father Sergio Arturo Chavi-
ra Alvarez, MG, who returned to :
the Lord on August 2 in Mexico,

aged 75.

Born in Chihuahua, northern
Mexico, in 1951, Father Chavira :
was raised in a Catholic family :
with five children. He attend- :
ed Jesuit primary and secondary :
schools, drawing early inspira- :
tion from saints such as Ignatius :
of Loyola and Francis Xavier. :
Before answering his religious
vocation, he built a distinguished

career as a civil engineer.

His life took a pivotal turn :

during a tour of Asia in 1985,

when he visited St Teresa of Cal-
cutta in India. Touched by her :
compassion, he asked how he :
could assist her mission. Look- :
ing straight into his eyes, Moth- :
er Teresa told him he should be :
working with them—a moment :
Father Chavira felt was God call- :

ing him to the priesthood.

His path to ordination was :
marked by deep perseverance. :
Entering seminary in Tijuana at :
the age of 38, he was asked to :
leave two-and-a-half years later :
as his superiors felt it was too dif- :

ficult for him to adapt at his age.

.“"I

a8

Father Chavira.
Photo: Facebook page of Holy Cross
Parish

find peace.”

at the age of 46.

* love you, but Cantonese does not
: seem to love me.”

Following his arrival, Father

© Chavira served at Star of the Sea
- Parish in Chai Wan while learn-
© ing Cantonese, later ministering
© in Sheung Shui, Tai Wai, San Po
- Kong, and Tsim Sha Tsui. He lat-
© er became assistant parish priest
. at Annunciation Church, Tsuen
© Wan until August 2016, when he
. transferred to Our Lady of the
- Rosary Church, Kennedy Town.
: He concluded his Hong Kong
- ministry at Holy Cross Church in
© Shau Kei Wan.

Comforting him, Mother :
- Teresa, who visited the seminary,
assured him: “The Holy Spirit :
- will guide you to another port. :
You will be happy, and you will :
Her words proved :
prophetic. He joined the Guada-
lupe Missioners, completed his :
theology studies in Mexico City, :
and was ordained on 19 July 1997, :
: Mexico for care and rest, leaving
Assigned to Hong Kong short- :
. ly after his ordination, Father :
Chavira faithfully served thelocal :
Church for over 25 years. Learn- :
ing Cantonese was a formidable :
challenge, but he approached it :
with warmth and humour. Dur- :
ing an interview on his silver jubi-

© lee, he recalled praying: “Jesus, T :

Known for his humility and
commitment to the marginalised,
Father Chavira actively support-
ed pandemic relief efforts, such as
the “Manna Movement” at Holy
Cross Church, which provided
essential support to unemployed
workers and vulnerable families.

In August 2023, declining
health saw him returning to

behind a lasting legacy of gentle
pastoral care, profound charity,
and missionary zeal.

Father Chavira’s family in
Mexico expressed gratitude to
all who accompanied him dur-
ing his sickness in Hong Kong
and followed up on his condition
in Mexico.
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Pax Silica hub promise and peril:
Cardinal David calls for prudence

MANILA (LICAS NEWS): Pab- :
lo Virgilio Cardinal David of :
Kalookan, the Philippines, :
warned that the Pax Silica tech- :
nological hub could result in the
Philippines supplying land, natu-
ral resources, and cheap labour, °
while other nations secure the :
Initiative’s strategic and techno- :
logical gains.

The proposed 1,619-hectare
semiconductor and Al hub in °
New Clark City, Capas, Tarlac,
planned as part of the Luzon :
Economic Corridor, is expected
to consume around 130 million :
litres of water per day and three :
gigawatts of electricity. ‘

In a reflection posted on his :
social media account, Cardinal :
David said the key question for :
the country is whether the initia- :
tive will strengthen Filipino sci-
entific and industrial capacity, or :
primarily serve foreign interests.
“Will Pax Silica help build Fili- :
pino scientific capability, techno- :
logical innovation, and industrial
resilience?” the cardinal asked. :

‘She does not ask
nations to abandon
their legitimate
interests, but to
place them at the
service of the .
common good of the
entire human family” :

““Or will it mainly serve the stra-

tegic interests of others while :
Filipinos provide the land, natu- :

. ral resources, water, energy, tax :

incentives, and labour?” :

The vice-president of the Fed- :
eration of Asian Bishops’ Con- :
ferences said nations naturally :
pursue their own interests, citing
the United States’ efforts under :
the “America First” agenda of :
its president, Donald Trump to :
strengthen American leadership :
in artificial intelligence, semi- :
conductors, and critical supply :

Cardinal David speaks to the media during the recent 12th
Federation of Asian Bishops’ Conferences Plenary Assem-
bly held in Jakarta. Photo: FABC

chains.

“That is the reality of interna- :
tional politics,” the cardinal said. :
He stressed that raising questions  :
about Pax Silica does not mean :
. parency,

“These arc legitimate ques- :
tions—not because we oppose :

opposing foreign investment.

Church in Thailand calls for protection
of human dignity in Al age

CHIANG MAI (LICAS NEWS): :
The Catholic Church in Thai- :
land urged Christians and media :
practitioners to defend human :
dignity, personal identity, and :
authentic relationships as arti- :
ficial intelligence and synthetic :
media increasingly reshape com-
munication. :

The appeal was made during :
the country’s observance of the :
World Day of Social Commu- :
nications at the Sacred Heart of :
Jesus Cathedral in Chiang Mai
on August 2.

Centred on the theme, “Pre-:
serving Human Voices and Fac- :
es,” the observance featured a :
special Sunday Mass followed :
by an educational media semi- :
nar. While dioceses worldwide :
observe World Communications :
Day on the Sunday before Pente-
cost, the Church in Thailand tra- :
ditionally marks the occasion on :
the first Sunday of August. :

Jointly organised by the :
Media Office of the Diocese of
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Chiang Mai and Catholic Social :
Communications Thailand, or :
CSCT, the event brought togeth- :
er members of the faithful and :
media practitioners to examine °
the ethical challenges posed by :
rapid technological changes.

The day’s activities included a -

: panel discussion titled “Challeng- :

es and Advancements in Media
and Human Confrontation.”

The panel brought togeth-:
er Bishop Peter Suphot Roeksu- :

jarit, who was newly ordained
* on July 29 and has a background :

in social communications, and
Father Joseph Anucha Chaiyadej, :
executive director of GSCT. :

“No matter how advanced :
communication tools become, °
humans must remain central, and :
technology should serve humani- :
ty, not place humans under the :
control of technology,” Bishop :
Suphot said.

The bishop said the rap-:
id growth of AI and synthetic :
media should lead people to val- :

: ue what technology cannot truly :
- replicate, including physical pres-
: ence, vocal nuance, innate crea- :
- tivity, and authentic face-to-face :
© communion. :

He said that communication :

" must remain an instrument for :
. truth, hope, peace, unity, and :
. love.

His remarks reflected the mes-

sage of Pope Leo XIV for the :
60th World Day of Social Coom-
munications, which called on :
the global community to recog- :
nise human “faces and voices” as
expressions of personal identity :
* and dignity in an age of deep- : :
raw materials and cheap labour,”

Father Anucha warned that :
data saturation and Al-generat- :
. ed content could blur the line :

fakes and automated interaction.

between reality and fabrication.

“Media users therefore need :
the ability to think critically, ana- :
lyse, verify sources, and exercise :
: judgment before believing or

sharing information,” he said.

He said genuine communica- :
tion goes beyond the transmission :
of information and should involve
building relationships, active lis- :
tening, and recognising the dig- :

nity of others.

that ‘everyone is a communica- :
tor’ through words, actions, social :
media, and the way we listen to :
and interact with those around :

us,” he said.

Father Anucha added that pro- :
gress in communication should :
be measured not by technologi- :
cal reach, but by how deeply tech- :
. nology helps people connect and :

grow in shared humanity.

© environmental
- and measures that would help
. the Philippines develop higher- :
- value industries.
“Prudence therefore requires :
© transparency, technology trans-
fer, meaningful participation of :

. foreign investment, but because
should :
strengthen the nation that hosts :

genuine partnership

it,” Cardinal David said.

The cardinal called for trans- :
transfer,

technology
meaningful participation of Fil-

ipino scientists and industries, :
responsibility, :

Filipino scientists and industries,
responsible stewardship of the

environment, and a clear com- :

mitment to moving our country

up the value chain, rather than :

remaining merely a source of

he said.

He added that the debate :

should go beyond the economic

- and technological benefits of the
initiative to examine its effects on

people and society.

“In Magnifica Humanitas, Pope :
Leo XIV reminds us that the :
© decisive issue is not what arti—é
ficial intelligence can do, but :
what kind of human beings we :
are becoming,” Cardinal David :

said. “Technology must remain

the servant of humanity, never :
© its master.”
“This year’s 60th World Day :
© did not focus only on media pro- :
fessionals, but served as an invita- :
tion to all Christians to recognize :

The cardinal also cited Pope

Francis’ Frateli Tutti, warning :
geopolitical :
competition to turn the digital :

against allowing

© revolution into another instru-
. ment of domination.

© “The return of the logic of
. ‘might makes right’ has repeat-
. edly led humanity to conflict and
© war,” he said. “The digital revo-
© lution must not become another
 arena where technological pow-
© er is used for domination rather
. than cooperation.”

© The cardinal said the Catholic
. Church, as a communion of local
* Churches across national borders,
. could offer a moral vision that
. rises above geopolitical rivalries.

© “She does not ask nations to
. abandon their legitimate inter-
* ests, but to place them at the ser-
© vice of the common good of the
. entire human family,” he said.

' Cardinal David said Pax Sil-
ica should ultimately be judged
not only by whether it strength-
ens economies or expands the
. reach of artificial intelligence.

“The real question is wheth-
. er it will help build what Pope
: Leo calls a civilisation of love
rather than a culture of pow-
er—a future in which techno-
- logical progress serves human
dignity, social fraternity, care for
: our common home, and peace
among nations,” he said.

According to an August 2
report on CBCP News, the Catho-
- lic Educational Association of the
- Philippines said public skepticism
: about the project reflects lessons
¢ from past extractive industries
that promised economic progress
: but often left communities with
environmental damage, weak
© oversight and few lasting benefits.
“These concerns should not
© be dismissed as opposition to
development but recognized as
important questions about inter-
: generational equity, environmen-
tal sustainability, and national
economic strategy,” CEAP said
in a statement.

The association said many
Filipinos have seen extrac-
tive projects promise prosperity
© but leave behind environmen-
tal degradation, weak regulatory
- enforcement, limited community
. benefits and little local industri-
al development, making public
skepticism “both understandable
and legitimate.”

General hotlines for Filipino
migrant workers in Hong Kong

Philippine Consulate : 2823 8501
Consulate Hotline (after office hours) : 9155 4023
Hong Kong Immigration Department : 2824 6111
Hong Kong Labour Department : 2157 9537
Legal Aid Department : 2537 7677
Hong Kong Police (report hotline) : 2527 7177
Telephone number inquiries : 1081
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Sri Lanka court sentences ex-ofhicials
to death over 2019 Easter bombings

COLOMBO (UCAN): In a major- |
ity decision, a three-judge bench :
of the Colombo High Court in :

Sri Lanka sentenced two for-
mer security officials to death

on July 31 for failing to prevent : |
the 21 April 2019 Easter Sunday :
bombings, which killed 279 peo- :
ple, including 45 foreigners, and :

injured 500 more.

The suicide bombings tar- :
geted three luxury hotels in :

Colombo, two Roman Catho-
lic churches, and an evangeli-

cal Protestant church outside the :

capital.

Former police chief, Pujith, :
and former defence ministry sec- :
retary Hemasiri Fernando were :
found to have failed in their duty :

' oy

to stop the deadly attacks, which

were attributed to a homegrown :

Islamist extremist group.

Sri Lanka has not carried out :
the death sentence since 1976, :
maintaining an unofficial mora- :

torium on capital punishment.

The Straits Times reported on
August 1 that their lawyer stat- :
ed the 66-year-old Jayasundara :

and 77-year-old Fernando would

appeal the conviction.

According to government fig- :
ures shared with parliament in :
February, there are at least 800 :
people on death row, with sen- :
* tences usually commuted to life :

imprisonment.

Japanese

Catholics

rally to help victims of
Kumamoto earthquake

TOKYO (RVA NEWS): The Arch-
diocese of Tokyo has appealed for

prayers and financial support fol- :

lowing the magnitude 7.1 earth-
quake that struck Kumamoto

Prefecture on Japan’s southern :

island of Kyushu on July 29, leav-
ing dozens dead, thousands dis-
placed, and causing widespread
damage across the region.

Isao Cardinal Kikuchi, arch- :
bishop of Tokyo, called on the :
faithful to support relief efforts :

through Caritas Japan and the

Catholic Diocese of Fukuoka,§
which are coordinating assistance :

for affected communities.

“As continued support is expect- :

ed to be needed going forward,

Caritas Japan has begun accept- :
ing donations,” Cardinal Kikuchi :
said. “Additionally, fundraising :
activities by the Catholic Diocese
of Fukuoka are being conducted :

in parallel.”

The cardinal explained that :
donations made through Caritas :
Japan will assist disaster victims :

and support long-term recovery

efforts, while contributions to the :
Diocese of Fukuoka will provide :

aid to parishioners affected by the

disaster and help repair damaged :

church properties.

According to Japanese author- :

ities, as of August 9, the official

: death toll remains at 36, with two
. fatalities still under investigation
to determine whether they were
. directly related to the earthquake.
* Over 3,400 homes have been
reported damaged, and around
: 9,000 people are still displaced.
© Approximately 60,000 house-
. holds and businesses in Kuma-
* moto Prefecture remain without
running water, though restoration
efforts are ongoing.

Bishop Josep Abella of Fukuo-
. ka encouraged the faithful to join
volunteer groups that will organ-
ise and oversee disaster relief oper-
. ations.
Bishop Abella reported that
¢ Yatsushiro Church sustained sig-
nificant damage, but that damage
to other churches, religious hous-
es, and church facilities in the dio-
cese appeared minimal.

He also recalled that Kuma-
. moto was devastated by two major
earthquakes in April 2016, which
claimed 277 lives and caused
extensive destruction across the
. prefecture.

“We remember those who lost
their lives and join their bereaved
: families in praying for the repose
- of their souls,” Bishop Abella said.
- “We also offer our heartfelt sympa-
thies to the many people who have
: been affected by the earthquake.”

Officials look over the damaged St. Sebastian Catholic _
Church on 22 April 2019, following a bomb blast in Negom- :
bo, Sri Lanka. Photo: CNS/Athit Perawongmetha, Reuters

The July 31 judgement came
. after the state appealed against a :
2022 decision that acquitted the :

© two men. The court heard dur- :
ing proceedings that an Indian :
intelligence agency had alerted :
Sri Lanka on 4 April 2019 to a -
possible suicide attack by Islamist
extremists, but authorities failed :
© to take action. :
Fernando and Jayasundara :

~ ‘What we need is
. the truth behind
the Easter attacks.
We want to see
Justice for all
the victims’

© es to survivors of the attack.

5

against them.

- were arrested in 2019 and held :
© in custody for four months before
S . being released on bail. Under a :
: previous civil action, they were :
ordered to pay 125 million rupees
. [around US§$372,464] as damag- :

Prosecutors had carlier told :
the high court that “negligence” :
by the two top officials amounted
to “grave crimes against human- :
ity” and brought murder charges :

Both men were eventually
convicted of negligence leading :

to the deaths of 279 people.

Jayasundara and Fernan-

" do testified to a parliamenta-
: ry inquiry that then-president,
: Maithripala Sirisena, failed to
© follow established protocols in
: assessing national security threats

- ahead of the bombings.

They also alleged that Siri-

- sena—who was defence minister
: as well as law and order minis-
: ter at the time—did not take the

. threats seriously.

In February, Sri Lanka’s
Church leaders called for truth
after investigators arrested for-
mer State Intelligence Service
chief, retired Major General
Suresh Sallay [Sunday Examiner,
March 8.

“What we need is the truth
behind the Easter attacks. We
want to see justice for all the
victims,” Church spokesperson,
Father Cyril Gamini Fernando,
said. Successive governments
. have previously been accused
of failing to identify the master-
minds behind the bombings.

Calapan Cathedral unveils renovated

sanctuary ahead of diocesan elevation

MANILA (RVA NEWS): The Sto. :
Nifo Cathedral in Calapan, on :
the island of Oriental Mindoro in :
the central Philippines, has reo- :
pened its newly renovated sanc- :
tuary, allowing the faithful a first
glimpse of the new altar ahead of :
its scheduled canonical elevation :

to a diocese on August 7.

The sanctuary was temporar- : |
ily reopened during the antici- :
pated Sunday Mass on August 1, :
marking the completion of a five- :
month renovation in preparation :
for the historic ecclesiastical cel-

ebration.

In a message to parishioners, :
cathedral officials described the :
completion of the new altar as “a
great blessing” and thanked the :
faithful for their prayers, patience

and support during the renova- :

tion.

The sanctuary was closed :
from July 28 to 31 for final con- :
struction work before two major
events: the establishment of the :
Diocese of Calapan and the host- :
ing of SOLTARE Cup XVII, the :
annual gathering of Catholic cler- :
gy from the Southern Tagalog °

region.
During the closure, Masses
and novena prayers were held at

the nearby St. John Vianney Par- :
ish Hall. Although the sanctu- :

ary has reopened, officials said

minor finishing work will contin-

ue before the formal inauguration.

After Mass, worshippers were

them to respect the altar and tab-

ernacle, and to observe silence

inside the church.
The renovated

. the August 7 celebration mark-
- ing the elevation of the Apostolic

. Vicariate of Calapan to a diocese. :
The celebration was attend- :
ed by Archbishop Charles John :

: Brown, Apostolic Nuncio to

invited to take photographs of the :
renovated sanctuary. Cathedral :
authorities, however, reminded :

sanctuary :

served as the liturgical centre for :

the Philippines; Jose Cardinal :
: Advincula of Manila; and Arch- :

The renovated sanctuary of Sto. Nijio Cathedral in
Calapan. Photo: Facebook page of Sto. Nino Cathedral, Calapan City

* bishop Gilbert Garcera of Lipa,
whose ecclesiastical province
includes the new diocese.

The occasion coincides with
: SOLTARE Cup XVII, which
- brings together priests from
. southern Luzon for fellowship,
spiritual renewal and recrea-
tional activities under the theme,
:“Strengthening  Brotherhood,
. Fortifying the Clergy.”
' For the local Church, the
renewed sanctuary stands as a
visible sign of revitalisation as
. Calapan prepares to begin a new
chapter in its pastoral mission as
a diocese.
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Caritas Philippines calls for climate-
centred reform of power sector

MANILA (LICAS NEWS): Cartias
Philippines said that the energy :
agenda of the country’s president,
Ferdinand Marcos Jr., cannot :
solve the country’s power cri- :
sis without confronting climate :
change, reducing dependence on  :
imported fossil fuels, and over- :
hauling the law governing the :
electricity sector.

Commenting on fifth State :
of the Nation Address [SONA], :
Bishop Gerardo Alminaza of San
Carlos, president of Caritas Phil- :
ippines, said “The environment :
must no longer be the empty
chair at our national table. Car- :
ing for creation is not a peripher- :
al concern. It is inseparable from
protecting life, securing justice, :
and building a future worthy of
every Filipino.” '

In his address Marcos did
not address the climate crisis, :
destructive mining, or communi-
ties threatened by the continued :
expansion of fossil fuel infrastruc- :
ture, Bishop Alminaza said.

The bishop said in his July 30
statement that omission came as
Filipino families faced some of
the highest electricity rates in

Bishop Gerardo Alminaza of San Carlos, president of Caritas Philippines. Photo: Mark Saludes

* Southeast Asia while enduring
: stronger storms, floods, droughts,
cand the loss of farms, fishing
- grounds, and livelihoods.

“For millions of Filipinos, the :

Coadjutor bishop ordained
for Bameng, China

VATICAN  (FIDES): Reverend :
Francis Xavier Duan Yongkun
was ordained coadjutor bishop of
Bameng, Inner Mongolia Auton-
omous Region, China, on July
29. He was appointed by Pope :
Leo XIV on June 15, under the :
Provisional Agreement on the :
Appointment of Bishops, which :
was reached between the Holy :
See and Beijing in 2018 during :
pontificate of Pope Francis.

He was born on 6 December :
1980 in Hangjin Hougi, Inner :
Mongolia. From 2000 to 2007 he :
attended the Hebei Theological
Seminary. From 2008 to 2013,
he studied at Peking University :
and Beijing Foreign Studies Uni-
versity. Then on 1 January 2011,
he was ordained a priest for the
diocese of Bameng.

From 2013 to 2016, he contin-

. ued his studies at Fujen Catho-
: lic University in Taiwan. Upon

returning, he served as direc-

. tor of the local formation centre

from 2016 to 2020.

He was subsequently appoint-
ed vicar general of the diocese
and parish priest of the diocesan

. cathedral.

Accroding to UCAN, Bishop

. Paul Meng Qinglu of Hohhot

presided over the ordination cer-
emony. Co-consecrators were
Bishop Joseph Yang Xiaoting

© of Yulin, Bishop Matthias Du
. Jiang of Bameng, Bishop Antho-

ny Yao Shun of Wulanchabu and

© Bishop Joseph Chang Yanfeng
. of Chifeng, who was ordained a
: week earlier, on July 22 [Sunday
. Examiner, August 2].

: environmental crisis is no longer
. merely ecological. It is economic,
- social, and deeply human,” he
: said.

While Bishop Alminaza wel- :

comed Marcos’ call to remove
system loss charges from electric-
ity bills, saying consumers should
not be made to pay for losses they
did not cause, he said the pro-
posal addressed only part of the
country’s energy crisis.

“This is a demand they [pub-
lic] have raised for decades. It
cannot be presented as a suffi-
cient response to the energy cri-
sis,” the bishop said adding that
heavier burden on consumers
comes from high generation costs
and the country’s dependence on
imported coal and gas.

Under the Electric Power

RA, these costs are passed on to

‘The environment
must no longer be
the empty chair
at our national
table. Caring for
creation is not a
peripheral concern.
It is inseparable
from protecting

life, securing justice, :

and building a
future worthy of
every Filipino’

“ed only to remove systems loss
: charges. The entire policy and
‘ regulatory framework govern-
- ing electricity needs to be over- :
- hauled,” he added.

- president’s support for easier
" access to rooftop solar and bat- :
. tery storage. He said the pro-
Industry Reform Act, or EPI- : posed “Sariling Kuryente” [one’s
: own electricity] Act could help
: families and communities pro- :
- duce their own electricity, par- :
- ticularly during disasters and
. power interruptions.

: ment, regulatory reform, and
- political leadership should be
- directed,” he said.

- warned that the initiative would :
- lose its meaning if the admin- :
- istration continued to promote

© consumers while power compa- :
- nies are shielded from fuel price
" increases and supply disruptions,
- according to Bishop Alminaza.

“EPIRA must not be amend-

The bishop said the law had

However, he welcomed the :

“This is where public invest- :

However, Bishop Alminaza

¢ dirty energy sources, expand fos-
- sil gas infrastructure, and revive
* nuclear power.

“Fossil gas 1s not clean energy,”

- he stressed.

More gas terminals and pow-

- er plants would deepen depend-
“ence on imported fuel, expose
. consumers to unstable prices,
- and lock the country into dec-
- ades of fossil fuel use, the bishop
- explained said.

He also rejected nuclear pow-

©er as a practical response to the
- electricity crisis, citing its cost
- and concerns over safety, radio-
: active waste, public debt, and
© accountability.

Public concerns “should not

be dismissed as mere misunder-
. standing,” he said, adding that
- they require transparent, inde-
* pendent and participatory scru-
: tiny because the risks, costs and
: long-term
- affect generations to come.

consequences  will

Bishop Alminaza also warned
that renewable energy projects

- should not be considered just or
* sustainable simply because they
: carry the renewable label. Such

projects must not destroy for-

©ests, watersheds, and biodiver-
© sity; displace indigenous peoples,
 farmers, fisherfolk, and other

communities; or place the coun-

- try’s energy future under the con-
: - trol of a few large corporation.

- failed to deliver affordable and :
- reliable power after 25 years and
- had increasingly treated electric- :
© ity “as a commodity for private
© profit rather than as an essen-
© tial public service and a common
- good.”

“The transition to clean energy

: cannot become an excuse for sac-

rificing ancestral domains, for-

- ests, watersheds, farms, fishing
: grounds, and community rights
- through destructive mining and
: mineral extraction,” he said.

The bishop said environmen-

" tal protection could not be sepa-

rated from the struggle against

. poverty.

“For Caritas, care for creation

: is never separate from care for

the poor. The ecological crisis
and the crisis of poverty are one

- human crisis that demands an
. integral response,” he said.

“The environment must no

" longer be the empty chair at our
“ national table. Caring for crea-
: tion is not a peripheral concern.
- It is inseparable from protecting
- life, securing justice, and building

a future worthy of every Filipino,”

. he added.

General hotlines for Filipino
migrant workers in Hong Kong

Philippine Consulate : 2823 8501
Consulate Hotline (after office hours) : 9155 4023
Hong Kong Immigration Department : 2824 6111
Hong Kong Labour Department : 2157 9537
Legal Aid Department : 2537 7677
Hong Kong Police (report hotline) : 2527 7177
Telephone number inquiries : 1081
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Chasing dreams,
quided bj faibh

rust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own
Tunderstanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make
your paths straight.” (Proverbs 3:5-6 - NIV)

It has been a year since I finally decided to come home for good.
After working overseas for almost 19 years, I realised it was time to
pursue the dream I had postponed for so long—to finish my education.
Returning to school at the age of 46 has been one of the most meaning-
ful and life-changing decisions I have ever made. Today, I am a second-
year student taking up a Bachelor of Physical Education. Looking back,
I truly believe that God had his perfect timing for my life, just as Jere-
miah 29:11 reminds us: “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares
the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you
hope and a future.”

Going back to school was not easy. I had to adjust from the busy life
of being a household helper to the equally demanding life of being a
full-time student. Studying alongside classmates much younger than
me taught me that age is never a barrier to learning. Since our univer-
sity follows a trimester system, everything moves at a very fast pace.
At first, I doubted whether I could keep up with the workload and
the demands of college life. However, because earning a degree has
always been my dream, I remained determined despite the challenges.
Through hard work, perseverance, and God’s grace, I was able to adapt
and succeed. All my efforts paid off when I became a Dean's Lister,
proving to myself that dedication and perseverance truly lead to suc-
cess. During those moments of doubt, I held on to the promise of Phi-
lippians 4:13: “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”

By God's guidance, I have also continued serving him through music.
I serve as a guitarist at the Divine Mercy Chapel, where we celebrate
the Sunday Anticipated Mass every Saturday. I am also a member of
the choir in our parish, Saint Paschal Baylon Parish, as well as in our
school. Serving the Lord brings me peace, strengthens my faith, and
gives me the courage to face life’s daily challenges. Like the promise in
Isaiah 40:31, “But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary,
they will walk and never tire.” God continually renews my strength as
I pursue my dreams while serving him.

Everything I do, I offer to God. I constantly pray for his guidance,
wisdom, and protection as I continue this journey. My greatest prayer is
that one day I will proudly say, “I did it because of God! I am now a pro-
fessional teacher.” I also hope my story will inspire others who think it
is too late to pursue their dreams. No matter your age or where you are
in life, it is never too late to start again. Dreams have no age limit, espe-
cially when they are guided by faith, determination, and trust in God.

As Psalm 37:5 beautifully says, “Commit your way to the Lord; put
your trust in him and let him act.” I know that as I continue to entrust
my life to him, he will fulfill his purpose for me and use my journey to
encourage others to never stop believing in their dreams.

Sherjt o Reyes
The Philippines

Navigating family conflicts
with faith and wisdom

First,  would pray solemnly and try to stay calm. During a family E-H
quarrel, | lower my voice, slow my breathing, and listen actively E-
" to understand the underlying emotions. | address the specific
issue rather than attacking the person. | can validate their feel-
ings without automatically agreeing with their viewpoint, and |
make sure not to interrupt so they feel heard. Above all, | contin-
ue to extend love and respect.
— Mary Berango

| remain calm and refuse to let my temper take control. Argu-
ing only escalates the conflict instead of offering a resolution.
Once everyone cools down, | discuss the matter gently. | try
to be empathetic, recognizing that they might be under stress
or simply having a bad day. For me, peace comes from trust-
ing God and maintaining a steady heart through daily prayer
and faith.

— Cristine Bustos

| choose to share my feelings openly so they understand my
experience. While | cannot control how they receive it, commu-
nicating my perspective is essential. No matter the outcome, we
are still family, and | hold a lasting responsibility to respond with
love and respect.
— Lorie Ann Labolabo

The most effective response is to stay calm and temporarily
step away if emotions run too high. My primary goal is to de-
escalate tension and protect the relationship. | listen attentive-
ly to understand their perspective rather than trying to win the
argument.

— Michelle Saplam

| would ask what they believe is going wrong between us,
| especially if there are underlying misunderstandings or frustra-
tions. Approaching the situation with humility, | speak kindly and
respectfully to repair the bridge. | also rely on prayer, believing that
with God, nothing is impossible.
— Annabelle Tagara

If the conflicts are persistent and toxic, | set firm boundaries. | let

them know that while | love them, | will not tolerate disrespectful

treatment. If they want a constructive dialogue, | am open to it; if
they simply want to fight, | will walk away. We can love our family
while refusing to serve as an emotional punching bag—respect
must go both ways.

— Marissa Viudez

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly = %
loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other

5
and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance 1"‘__
against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you kg
— Colossians 3:12-13
i O TR o 3 ey :
~ Acormer for you
A "~ Express your op;_xlj(-)ns and reflections about life. Share your thoughts

with readers of the S;mdqy FExaminer in Tagalog or English.
Please give full name, address & contact number and indicate how you wish to be identified in print.

Send your articles to the Sunday Examiner, 11/F Diocese Centre,

- 16 Caine Road, Central or mabuhay@examiner.org.hk
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YOUR DAILY
MASS GUIDE

AUGUST 9 - NINETEENTH
SUNDAY OF ORDINARY
TIME. Mass of the Sunday
(green). Gloria, Creed, Preface of
Sundays in Ordinary Time.
Readings:

1 Kings 19:9a, 11-13a;

Romans 9:1-5;

Matthew 14:22-23.

AUGUST 10 - ST.
LAWRENCE. Mass of the feast,
Glona, Preface of Martyrs (red).
Readings:

2 Corithians 9:6-10;

 John 12:24-26.

AUGUST 11 - ST. CLARE.
Mass of the memorial (white).
Readings:

Ezekiel 2:8—3:4;

Matthew 18:1-5, 10, 12-14.

AUGUST 12 - WEDNESDAY:
NINETEENTH WEEK IN
ORDINARY TIME. Mass of
the day (green).

Readings:

Ezekiel 9:1-7; 10:18-22;
Matthew 18:15-20.

AUGUST 13 - THURSDAY:
NINETEENTH WEEK IN
ORDINARY TIME. Mass of
the day (green). Readings:
Ezekiel 12:1-12;

Matthew 18:21—19:1.

AUGUST 14 - ST.
MAXIMILIAN KOLBE. Mass
of the memorial (red), Glora.
Preface of Martyrs.

Readings: Ezekiel 16:1-15, 60,63;
Matthew 19:3-12.

AUGUST 15 - ASSUMPTION
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN
MARY. Mass of the solemnity
(white), Gloria, Creed. Preface of
the Assumption.

Readings:

Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab;
Luke 1:39-56.

“ConTinly
Apostleship of
Prayer

Themes for
August 2026

For evangelization
in the city
Let us pray that in large cities
often marked by anonymity and
loneliness we find new ways to
proclaim the Gospel, discovering
creative paths to build
community.

Nineteenth Sunday of the Year

1 Kings 19:9a, 11-13a;

Readings: Romans 9:1-5;

Matthew 14:22-23

oday, the Gospel presents
us with the theme of faith.
And it does so 1n a very

graphic way with an example that
we can all understand. Believing is
somehow like getting out of the
safety of the boat and jumping
into the water in the middle of the
storm. That is what Jesus asks
Peter to do. In a way he challenges
him to trust him. But Peter hesi-
tates because he feels insecure. It is
possible that we often feel like
Peter, insecure. And we seek reas-
surances that, like Peter, we will
not find.

Sometimes we wish that faith
were the result of a scientific
demonstration. Or that it had
been a miracle or something
extraordinary that had provoked

Faith

our faith. In the end, faith is sup-
posed to put us in relationship with
God. And God is considered in
these cases as a distant, powerful
and ultimately dangerous being for
people's lives. Since we do not feel
safe in front of him, we want con-
vincing proof.

The reality is that faith is the
basic attitude on which any rela-
tionship is established. A very clear
example of this can be found in
the love relationship of a couple.
Neither partner can ever say that
he or she is absolutely sure of the
other's love. He or she only has
signs: smiles, words, caresses,
phone calls... but nothing more.

These indications confirm love but
are never conclusive proof. In the
end, the person, each one, has to
step forward and trust. And trust
cach other.

It is exactly the same with God.
We have no choice but to trust
him. Because we do not have and
never will have conclusive proof of
his existence. We only have wit-
nesses. One major witness: Jesus,
who spent his life doing good,
healing the sick and loving every-
one he met along the way precisely
in the name of God. He told us
that his love was the fruit of God's
love, that he loved us with the
same love of God and that we

have to trust him. And we have
many other witnesses.

The many men and women
who have followed him, who have
trusted him and who have lived
loving and doing good. But we
have no proof of that love. We
must trust. In today's Gospel, Jesus
invites us to throw ourselves into
the water, to live without fear,
trusting in God's love. He invites us
to believe in him and trust that
with him we can overcome the
dangers of life. Because his love is
always with us.

® Father Josekutty
Mathew CMF
Claretian
Publications

uwag kayong matakot; si
Hesus ito!” At nagsalita
si Pedro, “Panginoon,

kung talagang kayo 1iyan,
papariyanin ninyo ako sa ibabaw
ng tubig.” Sumagot siya, “Halika.”
Kaya’t lumunsad si Pedro sa
bangka at lumakad sa ibabaw ng
tubig, palapit kay Hesus. Ngunit
nang mapansin niya ang hangin,
siya’y natakot at nagsimulang
“Sagipin ninyo ako,
Panginoon!” sigaw niya. Agad
siyang inabot ni Hesus.” (Matthew
14:27-31).

Kaakibat na sa ating buhay ang
mga problema, ang mga pagsubok

lumubog.

sa ating paglalakbay. Ang “buhay”
ay kung
humaharap tayo ng mga pagsubok

ating mararanasan

sa ating pamumuhay. Noong si
Pedro ay inaanyayahan ni Hesus
na lumapit sa kanya sa
pagmamagitan ng paglakad sa
ibabaw ng tubig, si Pedro’y napuno
ng takot at dahandahang lumubog:
Takot st Pedro sa kanyang buhay at
S’yay sumigaw; “Sagipin mo ako

Pananampalataya na

nagbibigay buhay!

Panginoon.” Ipinakita ni Pedro na
ang tunay na buhay ay kay Hesus
lamang. Ang ating pagnanam-
palataya ay nagbibigay buhay sa
ating paglalakbay. Dahil sa
panganib na naranasan ni Pedro,
natuklasan N’ya, na si Hesus ang
ating buhay:

Ang may tunay
pananampalataya ay handang
sa kanyang buhay na
maginhawa o “comfort zone”.
Kalimitan tayo ay masyadong
panatag na sa ating buhay na
pananampalataya na hanggang sa
loob lamang ng simbahan. Sa
paglabas ng simbahan upang
harapin ang buhay nakalimutan na
natin ang ating pananampalataya.
Tulad ni Pedro noong S’yang
umalis sa bangka, sa kanyang
“comfort zone” at lumakad sa

na

umalis

tubig, napuno ng takot si Pedro. Sa
paglabas natin sa bahay pana-
langinan dala-dala natin ang
grasya na natanggap natin sa
Eukaristiya. Maraming mga
pagsubok sa buhay pero hawak
natin ang ating pananampalataya
na nagbibigay buhay at direksyon
sa ating paglalakabay.

Bilang katawan ni Kristo, sikapin
natin na magbigay buhay sa ating
kapwa sa pamamagitan ng ating
pagtulong sa mga kababayan natin
na humihingi ng tulong, sa
pamamagitan ng atin pag-
papatawad sa mga nagkasala atin.
Ang pagtulong at pagpapatawad
ay nagbibigay buhay bilang
katawan ni Kiristo.

Kung minsan nakalimot tayo
kay Hesus sa ating paglalakbay
dahil naka “focus” na lang tayo sa

mga makamundong bagay, na
akala natin ito ang magbibigay
buhay sa atin. Hindi ang mundo
ang magbibigay buhay atin hindi si
Hesus lamang. Ibig sabihin bilang
binyagan, ang ating mundo sa
ating buhay ay st Hesus. St Hesus
sa atin upang
magkaroon tayo ng buhay na

ang nagligtas

walang hanggan. Si Hesus ang
ating gabay at lakas kung may mga
pagsubok man sa ating buhay.
Tumawag palagi kay Hesus, hindi
lamang sa panahon ng kasiyahan o
kagipitan. Kung gusto natin na
kasama natin palagi si Hesus sa
ating pamumuhay, maglaan ng
oras o panahon upang kausapin si
upang patuloy tayong
gabayan sa ating paglalakbay.
Kung kasama natin si Hesus sa
hindi tayo
mawawala sa ating paglalakbay,

Hesus

ating pamumuhay,

dahil si Hesus ang ating daan
tungo
hanggan.

sa  buhay na walang

® Father Jay Flandez svD

t. Lawrence, a martyr for
SChrist, is the patron saint of
deacons, chefs, and
firefighters. His feast day on August
10 coincides with the annual
Perseid meteor shower — a swarm

of meteorites traditionally viewed

stars” or the tears Lawrence shed during his martyrdom.
Born in Spain during the first half of the third century, St.
Lawrence was known for his piety and charity. Upon his

election, Pope Sixtus II appointed

for the charitable activities of the archdiocese of Rome. In this

St. Lawrence:

from martyrdom to glory

in folk culture as “falling

him as deacon responsible

FALTH ALIVE!

overcome the charity of

role, Lawrence administered Church goods and cared for

orphans, widows, and the poor.

During the persecution of Christians under Emperor Valerian in
AD 258, an edict ordered the execution of all clergy. Pope Sixtus IT and
several deacons were apprehended, and the Pope was executed on

August 6. The emperor offered to

over the “treasures of the Church.

spare Lawrence’s life if he handed
” Instead, Lawrence presented the

emperor with Rome’s sick, needy, and marginalised, declaring them to
be the true treasures of the Church. Four days later, on August 10,

Lawrence was executed.

According to an ancient Pussio recorded by St. Ambrose, Lawrence
was martyred by being burnt on a gridiron. In De Officiis Ministrorum
(On the Duties of Clergy), St. Ambrose recounts an imagined dialogue
between Lawrence and Pope Sixtus II as the Pope led the way to

martyrdom. Lawrence asked:
“Where are you going, Father,
without your son? Whither do you
hasten, O holy bishop, without
your deacon? You have never had
the habit of offering sacrifice

without your minister... Try me, see if you have chosen an
unworthy minister for the distribution of the Lord’s blood.”
St. Lawrence’s death served as a powerful testament to
Christian love. In a homily, Pope St. Leo the Great reflected
on his condemnation, stating that “the flames could not

Christ; and the fire burning him

without was weaker than the one he had burning within him.”

St. Leo

added that through Lawrence, the same glory that touched

Jerusalem through St. Stephen reached Rome, radiating across the

world.

The Basilica and San Lorenzo in Panisperna
Following his martyrdom, St. Lawrence was buried in a tomb on the
Via ‘Tiburtina, an ancient Roman road leading east from Rome.

Emperor Constantine later built

a basilica at the site, which was

restored in the 20th century following Allied bombardment damage on
19 July 1943. At the site of his execution stands the church of San

Lorenzo in Panisperna. The name

Panisperna is believed to originate

from the custom of local Franciscan friars and Poor Clares distributing
bread and ham (panis et perna) to the poor every August 10 in honor of

the saint’s feast day.

o Vatican News
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Full-scale preparations underway

for World Youth Day 2027

SEOUL (LICAS NEWS): With :
World Youth Day 2027 in Seoul, :
South Korea, only a year away, :
the Local Organising Commit- :
tee reported that preparations :
were moving from groundwork :
to full implementation, with work :
underway on pilgrim services,
accommodation, transportation, :
safety, medical care, and com- :
munications.

The main events will be held :

in Seoul from 3 to 8, August o

2027, bringing Poep Leo XIV :
and hundreds of thousands of
young people from around the :
world to the event. :

International pilgrims will
first take part in the Days in the :
Dioceses from 29 July to 2 August
2027 in 15 dioceses across the
country and will stay with local :
communities to experience the :
faith and culture of the Church :
in Korea. :

“Over the past three years, we :
have concentrated on laying the :
foundations for the event,” said :
Archbishop Peter Soon-taick :
Chung of Seoul, president of the :
organising committee. :

“The year ahead will be the :
time to complete our prepara- :
tions and welcome young peo- :
ple from every part of the world. :
We will do everything possible :
to make WYD Seoul 2027 a cel- :
ebration of hope and a witness to
the hospitality and solidarity of :
Korea and Seoul,” he said.

The one-year countdown will :
be marked by the release of the :
official theme song, “Confidite,
Ego Vici Mundum,” or “Take :
courage! 1 have overcome the :
world”, written by Korean com- :
poser, Francis Jiyoon Kim, which -
was sclected from 434 entries, :
including 294 from outside South
Korea.

Organisers will also launch :
the Breath of Life Global Tree- :
Planting Campaign with the :
Laudato S1” Movement. The ini- :
tiative will invite young people to
plant trees in their countries and :
share their participation online.

The campaign aims to involve :
future pilgrims in ecological :
action, reduce the carbon foot- :
print of their participation, and :

'1':1|1I'!'!
SERIARTINNEY

World Youth Day Seoul 2027 volunteers take part in fellowship activities during the WYD

Volunteer Fellowship Day at the Myeongdong Spirituality Centre in Seoul.
Photo: LiCAS News/courtesy of the WYD Seoul 2027 Organising Committee.

leave a legacy beyond the 2027 .

gathering.

The Archdiocese of Seoul is :
preparing a large-scale homes- :
. tay programme involving about :
230 parishes. Guidelines on host :
eligibility, safeguarding, train- :
ing, and pilgrim allocation have :
been distributed, while parishes
have begun recruiting host fam- :
ilies. Organisers said the home- :
stay programme would allow :
pilgrims to experience Korean :
¢ family life, parish communities,

and local hospitality.

Public facilities may also be
used as supplementary accom- :

modation.
The

archdiocese.

A total of 378 volunteers, :
including foreign residents and :
international long-term volun- :
© teers, are already involved in the :
Recruitment of :
short-term volunteers from South :
Korea and abroad will begin :
when pilgrim registration opens :

preparations.

Sexual Violence Victims’ Helplines

In an emergency dial 999 police response within 30 minutes
Rain Lily : 2375 5322 (will also come to meet you)
Bethune House Refuge 2522 8264 — Emergency 9488 9044
Christian Action : 2739 6193
St. John’s Cathedral : 2522 8264
Helpers for Domestic Workers : 2523 4020
Equal Opportunities Commission : 2511 8211
Police Hotline : 2527 7177

committee plans to
deploy about 30,000 volunteers. :
Some 10,000 will serve in cen- :
tral operations, including pilgrim :
assistance, interpretation, event :
© management, medical support, :
and safety, while another 20,000 :
will serve in parishes across the :

in October.

Registration for international :
pilgrims is scheduled to open in :
October. Pilgrims will be able to :
choose from 11 packages based :
on the length of their stay and the :

events they plan to attend.

The packages will include :
accommodation, meals, trans- :
portation, insurance and an offi- :
cial pilgrim kit. Contributions are :
© expected to range from about :
- US$80 to US$310.
Organisers are also develop-

. ‘The Archdiocese of
- Seoul is preparing a
- large-scale homestay
- programme involving
. about 230 parishes’

. ing an integrated logistics system,
. a pilgrim application and a pre-
© paid card for public transporta-
: tion and purchases.

About 250 youth ministry rep-
. resentatives from bishops’ con-
¢ ferences worldwide will meet in
- South Korea from September 14

' to 17 for the Second International

. Preparatory Meeting.

© The meeting will review prep-
. arations, discuss the needs of
© international delegations, and
© strengthen coordination with
- local Churches. Delegates will
© also be introduced to Korean cul-
ture and plans for the Days in the
Dioceses.

The South Korean govern-
ment, National Assembly, Seoul
Metropolitan Government and
. the city’s education authorities
are supporting the preparations.

The spirituality we

by John Singarayar SVD

¢ have made a quiet
deal with God: you :
stay spectacular, we :

will stay distant. We will show :
up for the burning bushes and :

angelic announcements, but :
please do not interrupt our :
Thursday mornings. This :

arrangement protects us from :
what terrifies us most—that :
divine presence might actually :
demand something of our ordi-:

nary lives.

God does not avoid the mun-:
dane, we do. We have convinced :
ourselves that spirituality lives :
somewhere else—in cathedrals :
and mountaintops, in crisis :
prayers and deathbed conver-:
sions. Anywhere but here, in the :
relentless nowness of homework :
and dishes and the same damn :

arguments we had last week.

What the Incarnation
actually costs

Jesus did not theorise about God
in everyday life—he insisted :
on it. Bread, seeds, fishing nets. :

actually want

He chose the texture of human
existence deliberately, almost
stubbornly. The Incarnation
was not God visiting humanity,
it was God refusing to be any-
where else.

Yet we keep trying to extract

him. We want spiritual experi- :

ences we can schedule and con-
trol, moments that feel sacred
enough to count. We have
turned faith into a category we
can manage rather than a pres-
ence we must encounter. This
is not theology—it is avoidance
dressed in religious language.

The question nobody wants
But here is the uncomfortable
truth: if God shows up every-
where, how do we distinguish
encounter from self-decep-
tion? Not every feeling is divine
inspiration. Not every coinci-
dence carries meaning. Some
moments are just moments—
empty, frustrating, void of rev-
elation.

This matters because bad dis-

cernment causes real damage. :
People mistake their prejudic- :

“es for God’s voice. They bap-
: tise their anger, their greed, and
* their fear, calling it righteous-
: ness. “God in everything” can
. become the most dangerous the-
- ology if it means “whatever I
: want is holy.”

And what about absence? Not
. the pregnant silence that pre-
- cedes revelation, but the crush-
© ing void that follows unanswered
: prayers? What about suffering
: that teaches nothing, grief that
: transforms no one, and pain that
- simply destroys? Presence in suf-
. fering’ sounds profound until
: you are the one suffering,

: What survives scrutiny

- Still, something remains. Not
: easy answers, but an invita-
: tion: pay attention anyway. Not
: because every moment con-
. tains God, but because inatten-
- tion guarantees we will miss the
. moments that do. The practice
:isn’t finding God everywhere—
‘it is staying awake enough to
. recognise when we actually
encounter him. That is the dif-
ference that matters.
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love, reﬁlge, and hope

HONG KONG (SE): Strolling :

through Central on a Sunday :
afternoon, one can see paved ° |
walkways beneath skyscrapers :
burst into life with warm laugh- :
ter, shared meals, and music as :
foreign domestic workers gather :

on their day off.
When  Sister

she could serve them.
That prayer

remarkable ministry.

ment to the underprivileged.

A house with open doors
Born into a large,

same spirit of boundless welcome

became the cornerstone of her :

service.

In Hong Kong, behind the
bright Sunday smiles of the :
migrant community, she recog- :

nised deep, hidden heartbreaks: :

sudden contract terminations,

severe illnesses, wage theft, and :
workplace abuse. Listening to :
these painful stories was heavy °
work, but Sister Demetillo drew :
strength from prayers and the :
She mar- :
velled at their resilience—how, :
despite overwhelming pressure :
and stress, they could still sing, :
dance, and offer thanksgiving to :

workers themselves.

God.

for help.

Sister Demetillo could not :
stand idly by. With zero initial :
funding and no extra staff, she :
reached out to the diocese and :

Corazon :
Demetillo first stepped onto those -
streets nearly nine years ago, she :
saw more than a bustling crowd. :

“They looked like sheep withouta
shepherd,” the Good Shepherd :
sister recalled, asking God how

launched a :
Taking
over as director of the Diocesan :
Pastoral Centre for Filipinos in :
January 2018, Sister Demetillo :
opened its doors to migrants of :
all nationalities, including Indo-
nesians and Vietnamese. Now, at :
77, she is preparing to step down :
in September, leaving a legacy
marked by unwavering commit- :

generous
family in Bulacan, the Philip- :

pines, Sister Demetillo grew up Jrom Caritas at the peak of -

in a home where the door was | the Covid pandemic in 2022. :
always open and no guest ever :
left hungry. Her parents lived out
a simple but profound theology: :
everything we have is a gift from :

God, meant to be shared. That :

SUNDAY EXAMINER

Above: Sister Demetillo will

leave Hong Kong in
September.

Right: Sister Demetillo with

her successor Sister Victo-
ria Victorino, with staff
member Normy Wong
(right) and welfare officer
Rowena Barattini, whom
she regards as family.

Belwo right: The sister
receives donated goods

secured permission to open a
temporary quarantine shelter in :
- Tsing Yi. :
What followed was a mod- :
: ern miracle. Generosity poured :
in from every corner of the city. :
Food, beds, supplies, and mon- :
etary donations flooded the shel- :
ter. Volunteer mission partners
: stepped up to care for the sick, :
offer counselling, and host uplift-
ing daily activities—from artand :
drum therapy to scripture reflec- :

tions.

Over six months, the shelter :
provided a safe, dignity-affirm- :
ing refuge for hundreds of recov- :
ering workers. Astonishingly, not :
a single volunteer or staff mem- :
ber contracted the virus during :
- their service.

One of her most memora- :
ble experiences in Hong Kong :
came during the darkest days of
the Covid-19 pandemic in early :
2022. As infections soared, many :
migrant workers who tested posi- :
tive were abruptly turned out °
onto the streets by employers. :
With hospitals overflowing, vul- :
nerable women found themselves -
sleeping in cold parks, desperate :

Dignity of migrants
and the displaced
For Sister Demetillo,

more value than the world.”
She worked to

annual events,

serving :
migrants was never just about :
providing emergency relief; it :
was about honouring the deep :
human dignity of every individ- :
ual, guided by her congregation’s :
core principle—"a person is of :

transform :
like the World :
Day of Migrants and Refugees, :
into vibrant, multinational festi- :
vals where locals, migrants, and :

asylum seekers gathered as one :

family.

As the spiritual adviser of Sim- :
delib- :
competitive :
judging from community talent :
showcases, choosing instead to :
celebrate the unique gifts of each :
group. Sister Demetillo described :
. the jubilee concert in 2025 as a :
: challenging yet meaningful jour- :
. ney of community-building.
© The Filipino communities :

. A grateful farewell
of hope” and wrote lyrics captur- :
ing their shared faith. Jesuit com- :
poser Father Manuel Francisco :
set these unifying words to music
for the theme song “With Hearts :
and each communi- :
© ty uniquely interpreted the song, :
resulting in a powerful, collabo- :

bayanan-Kammpi, she

erately removed

reflected on being “missionaries

Inflamed”,

rative witness of faith.

In recent years, her service :
expanded further to the plight :
of asylum seckers and refugees. :
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formed in November 2023,

the ultimate doorway to hope.

Her team recently worked :
with Catholic schools to admit :
students facing rejection, bully- :
ing, or isolation, uniting various :
NGOs and committed lay mem- :
bers who have acted as one fam- :
- ily of carers. :

time of spiritual renewal.

Sister Demetillo’s nine-year legacy of
in Hong Kong

o

Generosity poured
in from every corner
of the city. Food,
beds, supplies, and
monetary donations
flooded the shelter.
Volunteer mission
partners stepped up
to care for the sick...

: the centre for a year. Her parting
Serving as coordinator of Pas-:
- toral Care for Displaced People :
she :
believes firmly that education is :

advice to incoming leadership is
as wise as it 1s simple: first listen
to and observe the community
before making changes with love.

While leaving Hong Kong is
bittersweet—especially as she
says goodbye to the elderly and
frail sisters in her local commu-
nity—Sister Demetillo looks back
with a heart overflowing with
gratitude.

She emphasised that her mis-

- sion could not have borne such
© rich fruit without God’s love, the
As a 23-year cancer survivor, Sis- :
ter Demetillo regards life as a :
blessing and is ready to embrace :
whatever new mission awaits
her back in the Philippines after :
a well-deserved sabbatical and :
© out the gospel calling:
She leaves the pastoral cen- :
* tre in the capable hands of her :
successor, Sister Victoria Victori- :
no of the Sister Disciples of the :
Divine Master, who has served at :

bishops’ guidance, the dedication
of mission partners and volun-
teers, and the joyful cooperation
of the migrant communities.

Through nine years of service
and quiet miracles, she has lived
“What-
ever you did for one of the least
of these brothers and sisters of
mine, you did for me” [Matthew
25:40], trusting entirely in God
who leads.



