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HONG KONG (SE): More than 
300 representatives from par-
ishes, schools, religious institutes, 
migrant communities, and youth 
groups gathered at Wah Yan 
College, Kowloon, on Septem-
ber 19 for the launch of “Jour-
neying Together in Synodality”, 
an initiative laying the ground-
work for the Diocesan Assembly 
in February 2027. The ceremony 
was organised by the Diocesan 
Ad Hoc Committee for Synodal 
Development.

Cardinal Stephen Chow, S.J., 
told participants that synodality 
is rooted in the shared baptis-
mal dignity and mission of all 
Christians—laity, religious, and 
clergy alike. “And based on this 
foundation, this identity, we come 
together to learn to listen to each 
other, learn to share and learn to 
discern,” he said.

Synodality, the cardinal clari-
fied, is neither secular democrat-
ic voting nor political lobbying, 
but a process of deep listening 
and discerning the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit. While final deci-
sions remain with hierarchical 
leadership, he said, leaders must 
respect communal discernment 
and remain mutually accounta-
ble. Guidelines from Rome serve 
as foundational principles, he 
added, which Hong Kong must 
adapt to its own local context.

The diocese has aligned itself 
with the synod’s vision of com-
munion, participation, and mis-
sion since Pope Francis convened 
the Synod on Synodality in Octo-
ber 2021. After submitting an ini-
tial synthesis report to the Holy 
See in 2022, it organised 16 focus 
groups in 2024 involving clergy, 
school leaders, pastoral councils, 
and migrant worker ministries. 
A further report in May 2024 
set out three priorities for local 
implementation: fostering synod-
al experience and understanding, 
expanding women’s roles in the 
Church’s mission, and advancing 
formation in synodal practices.

Globally, the journey has 

moved through parish and dioc-
esan consultations, continental 
assemblies, and two Vatican syn-
ods in October 2023 and Octo-
ber 2024, the latter of which 
published the Final Document. 
It has now entered a worldwide 
implementation phase, in which 
local Churches hold regional 
assemblies to translate spiritual 
discernment into pastoral action 
ahead of the universal Ecclesial 
Assembly in October 2028.

Asked during the question-
and-answer session how the dio-
cese would ensure that all voices 
are heard at the assembly, Cardi-
nal Stephen acknowledged that it 

is impossible to hear everyone in 
one or two sessions. Synodality, 
he stressed, is a long-term under-
taking rather than a one-off event, 
and further opportunities, assem-
blies, and initiatives will follow to 
sustain participation.

Progress reports from various 
ministries followed, along with 
breakout group discussions.

Parish pastoral progress
Father Timothy Wan Kwok-
kwong said eight pilot parishes, 
one in each deanery, were select-
ed in June. Formation workshops 
held between July and September 
helped integrate Conversations 

in the Spirit into parish meet-
ings as a means of discerning 
God’s will. The programme will 
be assessed in December, and 
parishes must submit three-year 
pastoral plans before Advent on 
November 28.

Representatives of St. Jude’s 
Parish described how introducing 
spiritual conversations into their 
advisory council helped members 
listen more attentively than in 
larger meetings. The parish plans 
a charity initiative in December 
that will bring elderly residents 
from care homes to the parish.

Father Wan observed that 
while spiritual conversation is not 

an instant remedy, it transforms 
participants through prayerful 
discernment, respect, and patient 
listening. Its success, he said, 
depends on effective facilitation, 
careful adherence to procedure, 
and a focus on prayerful insight 
rather than personal opinion.

A representative of Holy Cross 
Parish said that despite initial 
unfamiliarity, the method gave 
quieter members a voice. Oth-
er parishes have widened con-
sultation by involving external 
stakeholders, including Caritas, 
schools, hospital pastoral care 
teams, and district councillors.

Reflecting on the discussions, 
Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Ha Chi-
shing described synodality as a 
communal spirituality aimed at 
discovering God’s call. Commu-
nities, he said, must analyse their 
context and gather data before 
prayerful decision-making, fol-
lowed by transparent execution 
and continuous evaluation.

School engagement
Sister Christina Cheung Shuk-
yuen, a Precious Blood Sister and 
educator, outlined a three-stage 
plan running from 2026 to 2029 
to cultivate a synodal culture in 
schools through cognition, atti-
tude, and action. 

The first phase builds aware-
ness through briefings, unified 
materials, and spiritual activities; 
the second focuses on implemen-
tation in pilot schools with core 
group support; the third refines 
practices in the light of ongoing 
reviews.

Asked how synodality might 
be introduced among non-Cath-
olic staff, Sister Cheung advised 
beginning with shared values 
such as school mottos and student 
care, rather than formal Church 
terminology. Cultivating trust 
and drawing on existing good 
relationships, she said, creates the 
foundation needed before formal 
concepts are introduced.

Diocese launches synodal journey 
ahead of February assembly

Continued on page 2

Above: Participants per-
form the prayerful hands 
gesture symbolizing the 

diocesan synodal emblem 
at the conclusion of the 
"Journeying Together in 
Synodality" launching 
ceremony at Wah Yan 

College on September 19. 

Right: during the Q & A, 
from left to right Father 

Flandez, Bishop Ha, Cardi-
nal Stephen, Father Wan, 
Sister Cheung, Paulette 

Fong.



 2 HONG KONG SUNDAY EXAMINER 27 SEPTEMBER 2026

Youth formation
Youth ministry representative 
Paulette Fong highlighted young 
people’s active role in producing 
social media content on synodali-
ty. Youth leaders also plan to inte-
grate Conversations in the Spirit 
into secondary school leadership 
camps, student fellowship work-
shops, and parish group training 
this year, equipping peers to facil-
itate dialogue.

Later discussions underlined 
that synodality is lived discern-
ment rather than abstract theory, 
calling believers of every back-
ground to carry their faith into 
daily life and share responsibility 
for the Church’s mission.

Migrant ministries 
and evangelisation
Divine Word Father Jay Flandez, 
chaplain for Filipino communi-
ties, outlined ongoing missions 
including street evangelisation, 
online Bible studies, and home 
enthronements.

Individual ministries describ-
ed their work. The Chaplaincy 
Evangelisation Team proclaims 
scripture, shares testimonies, and 
distributes rosaries on the streets 

and in boarding houses, while 
connecting non-Catholic groups 
and lapsed Catholics with the 
Church. The Thursday Litur-
gical Bible Study Group holds 

weekly online meetings to study 
the Sunday Mass readings, relate 
scripture to daily life, and organ-

ise community Bible encounters. 
The Missionary Family of Christ 
presented its “Live Christ, Share 
Christ” movement, which evan-
gelises families and young people 
across parishes.

Further needs were raised, 
including appeals for prison 
ministry volunteers and expand-
ed hospital visits. Cardinal Ste-
phen expressed appreciation for 
the way migrants in Hong Kong 
have become “missionary disci-
ples”, and spoke of forthcoming 
collaborations to provide medical 
services for migrant workers.

Regional lessons 
and next steps
Participants in synodal gather-
ings of the Federation of Asian 
Bishops’ Conferences [FABC] 
said regional experiences had 
offered Hong Kong valuable mod-

els for renewal. Watching bishops 
engage in open dialogue with lay-
people, they noted, showed how 
structured spiritual conversa-
tions can break down hierarchies. 
FABC resources, they added, 
equip local facilitators to manage 
parish discussions, navigate dif-
fering viewpoints, and implement 
pastoral plans.

Bishop Ha closed with an 
overview of the Diocesan Assem-
bly in February. The Working 
Team for the Diocesan Assembly, 
formed in August under Cardi-
nal Stephen and himself, is final-
ising discussion topics and the 
criteria for selecting representa-
tives. 

He invited those present to 
begin reflecting on what they 
considered the most critical topic 
for the local Church to address at 
the assembly.

Continued from page 1

Hong Kong Catholic Church

Sunday Mass Schedule
You can obtain the Mass times and 

whereabouts of churches from the Hong Kong 
Catholic Church’s website
http://www.catholic.org.hk

Canossian sisters celebrate diamond 
and platinum jubilees of religious life

HONG KONG (SE): The Canos-
sian Daughters of Charity held a 
Thanksgiving Mass on Septem-
ber 12 to honour Sister Dorothy 
Cheng’s 60th anniversary and Sis-
ter Catherine Wu and Sister Rita 
Pedretti’s 70th anniversary of reli-
gious life, in the Canossian Mis-
sions Chapel, Caine Road.

The Mass was presided over by 
Jesuit Father Robert Ng and con-
celebrated by Father Joseph Chan, 
vicar general, Father Francesco 
and Father Piero. In attendance 
were Sisters of the congregation, 
Lay Canossians, as well as many 
former students and friends of the 
jubilarians. 

In a touching gesture, Sis-
ter Cheng’s family travelled from 
the United States and Sister Wu’s 
family from Singapore to join the 
celebration and offered their bless-
ings—a precious demonstration of 
enduring support.

In his homily, Father Ng 
encouraged the Sisters to imitate 
the obedience and humility of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, to follow 
faithfully Christ on the Cross, and 
to live out the spirit of service and 
sacrifice. 

After the homily, the three jubi-
larians, with hearts full of grat-
itude, once again renewed their 
vows of chastity, poverty, and 
obedience in the presence of the 
Church’s clergy and the Provin-
cial Superior, Sister Virginia 
Wong, reaffirming their unwaver-
ing commitment.

During the thanksgiving rite, 
Sister Cheng expressed her grati-
tude for the gift of vocation from 

God, the formation she received 
from the congregation, the sup-
port of her community Sisters, 
and the love and encouragement 
of family and friends.

The Canossian Daughters of 
Charity thank all relatives and 
friends for their presence and ask 
for continued prayers for the sis-
ters’ faithful service to the Lord, 
as well as prayers for vocations to 
religious life.

First row, left to right, starting third from left: Sister 
Pedretti, Sister Wu and Sister Cheng. Photo supplied

Sharing experiences of journeying together in synodality in 
the youth discussion group, below left and above left, and 

Cardinal Stephen interacting with the migrant and English-
speaking discussion group, above.
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HONG KONG (SE): The Indone-
sian Catholic Youth [ICY] gath-
ered at Holy Family Church in 
Choi Hung on Saturday, Septem-
ber 19, for its annual Welcoming 
Mass, embracing a new cohort of 
students and marking the begin-
ning of the academic year. The 
liturgy was offered in thanksgiv-
ing for God’s grace and guidance 
over the past year, while entrust-
ing the journey ahead into his 
hands.

Fostering a true “home away 
from home”, the Mass welcomed 
newcomers into the fellowship 
and offered both students and 
young workers a deep sense of 
community.

The Eucharistic celebration 
brought together a vibrant gath-
ering of over 170 young Catholics 
living in Hong Kong, includ-
ing nearly 100 incoming fresh-
men. Mass was concelebrated 
by Divine Word priests, Father 
Natalius Suryanto and Father 
Ryan Dajong.

Reflecting on the Parable of 

the Workers in the Vineyard 
[Matthew 20:1–16], Father Sury-
anto noted that student life abroad 
brings both highs and lows, aca-
demic pressures, and moments 
when things may seem unfair or 
overwhelming. He encouraged 
the youth not to measure their 
worth by worldly standards, but 
to rest in God’s generous grace 
and trust in his plan for each of 
them.

Building on this message, 
Father Dajong gently reminded 
attendees how easy it is to become 
absorbed by modern “gods”—
such as academic achievements, 
financial success, or popular-
ity—that can gradually push 
faith aside and leave one feel-
ing isolated. To remain spiritu-
ally grounded, he highlighted the 
gift of Christian fellowship, invit-
ing new arrivals to make ICY 
their “second home” in Hong 
Kong, and encouraging seniors 
and alumni to accompany them 
with open hearts.

The gathering brought togeth-

er incoming students from ter-
tiary institutions across Hong 

Kong and Macau—including 
The University of Hong Kong, 
The Hong Kong University of 
Science and Technology, The 
Chinese University of Hong 
Kong, The Hong Kong Polytech-
nic University, City University of 
Hong Kong, Hong Kong Bap-
tist University, and HKU School 
of Professional and Continuing 
Education. For many, this was 
their first opportunity to meet 
fellow Indonesian Catholic peers 
and to be welcomed into the com-
munity.

The event continued with fel-
lowship over a shared Indonesian 
meal. To break the ice, the group 
played a game of “Human Bin-
go”, where participants sought 
peers who matched a checklist 
of traits and characteristics. This 

provided a fun and easy way for 
everyone to connect, exchange 
tips about living in Hong Kong, 
and begin forming friendships.

ICY serves as a key youth min-
istry under the Indonesian Cath-
olic Community in Hong Kong 
Chaplaincy, supporting a wider 
network of approximately 500 
Indonesian students and young 
working adults in Hong Kong.

To keep the community spir-
itually rooted and closely con-
nected throughout the year, ICY 
organises weekly Indonesian 
Masses, First Friday devotions, 
regular Bible study and sharing 
sessions, and community fellow-
ship—continuing to cultivate 
a faith-filled home away from 
home for young Catholics in 
Hong Kong. 

By Father Peter Choy Wai-man

Starting the synodal journey together

Last Saturday, the diocese held a launch event for synodality, symbolis-
ing the beginning of a journey dedicated to communion, participation, 
and evangelisation. Over 300 participants—representing parishes, Church organisations, Catholic 

groups, diocesan commissions, schools, and religious institutes—reflected the Church’s diversity and 
unity in responding to God’s call to journey together.

The ceremony was more than an official event; it reaffirmed the diocese’s commitment to a synodal 
Church. Participants reflected on the meaning of synodality, listened to diverse experiences, and rec-
ognised that synodality is not a project or procedure, but a way of being Church—inviting all to walk 
together in faith, hope, and love.

When synodality was introduced in 2021, many saw it as a consultation preparing for the 2023 Synod 
of Bishops. Dioceses, parishes, religious orders, and Catholic organisations worldwide joined consulta-
tions and listening sessions, encouraging candid speech and attentive listening to discern the Lord’s call 
in the Holy Spirit.

Because of this, some people understood synodality primarily as a consultation process leading up 
to the Synod of Bishops. They viewed it as a series of meetings, questionnaires, discussions, and reports 
that would end once the synod made its decisions. While this understanding is not entirely wrong, it is 
incomplete. Consultation, listening, dialogue, discernment, and decision-making are indeed essential 
elements of synodality. However, synodality does not begin or end with a single event; rather, it is an 
ongoing journey of the People of God walking together.

The event deepened understanding that synodality is central to the Church’s nature. The Church 
is not an institution of isolated groups, but a communion called to journey as one, listening, discerning, 
and sharing in mission. Synodality calls for a shift from working in silos to collaboration, from speaking 
alone to listening, and from passive to active co-responsibility.

During the gathering, various groups shared their experiences of walking together in a synodal way. 
These brought the meaning of synodality to life and showed how it is gradually taking root in different 
areas of Church life. These were not abstract theories, but real stories of how people are learning to lis-
ten, accompany, collaborate, and discern together.

A presentation on journeying with other Asian Churches broadened the vision of synodality. The 
Church does not journey in isolation, but belongs to a communion transcending cultures and borders. 
In Asia’s diverse context, walking together calls for humility, dialogue, and mutual support. Learning 
from others’ experiences fosters missionary awareness, creativity, and solidarity.

Through these sharings, it became clearer that synodality is not an abstract slogan, but a concrete 
way of living out the gospel. At the same time, Cardinal Stephen acknowledged that such a transforma-
tion will not happen overnight. 

This paradigm shift takes time and perseverance. Old habits—such as working in isolation, mak-
ing decisions without sufficient consultation, or limiting participation to a select few—will not disappear 
quickly. Nevertheless, the launch marks an important beginning and a sign of hope for moving forward 
together.

The ceremony marks the start of a long-term renewal. The diocese now looks to the assembly next 
February for clear direction and practical roadmaps.

These roadmaps will help guide the practice of synodality across various levels of Church life and pro-
vide concrete steps to strengthen participation, collaboration, and mission in the years ahead.

Reflections from the vicar general

Indonesian Catholic Youth holds annual 
welcoming Mass for new academic year

Photo supplied

Photo supplied
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Golden flowers of the elderly

JULY 26 IS the memorial of Ss. Joachim and Anne, the grandparents 
of Jesus. This date is near the World Day for Grandparents and the 
Elderly, which is celebrated on the fourth Sunday of July. Respond-
ing to the pastoral needs of local communities, Pope Leo XIV has 
authorised national bishops’ conferences to designate an alternative 
date for this celebration, mindful of their particular circumstances.

Therefore, as many Hong Kong families travel abroad during 
July and August, Cardinal Stephen Chow, S.J., directed that the 
local celebration of the 6th World Day for Grandparents and the 
Elderly be celebrated on September 20 so that more families may 
gather with their grandparents and elderly relatives, united in faith 
and love.

This year’s celebrations centre on the theme of cultural herit-
age, co-organised by the Diocesan Commission for Integral Human 
Development and the Diocesan Pastoral Commission for Marriage 
and the Family, through the Flavours of Heritage Recipe Preserva-
tion Project. 

This initiative invites children and young Catholics into the kitch-
en, encouraging them to preserve their elders’ cherished recipes and 
stories through messages or videos. This shared experience enables 
young and old alike to interact and exchange insights, passing on the 
unique “flavour of home” while preparing food together. In doing so, 
families foster deeper intergenerational bonds.

Organisers also shared the fruits of this project in a moment of 
intergenerational communion filled with warmth and laughter.

In his message for World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly, 
Pope Leo reminded us that God never forgets any of His children, 
especially the helpless and those enduring suffering and war—”I will 
never forget you” [cf. Isaiah 49:15]. Yet, far too often, our elders are 
relegated to the peripheries of society, despite having dedicated their 
years and wisdom to the service of community and family.

As our elders enter their twilight years, they can too easily be for-
gotten by society. Meanwhile, their adult children, preoccupied with 
family responsibilities or demanding careers, may find themselves 
unable to devote the necessary time to their elderly parents. As a 
result, many seniors experience isolation and loneliness.

By marking the World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly, the 
Church seeks to remind the faithful of her vocation to be a mother 
to all, nurturing in each of us the knowledge that we are children of 
God.

Through this observance, we hope to encourage all, especially 
the young, to honour the tradition of visiting their grandparents, par-
ents, and elderly relatives, and to remember those in care homes who 
have long awaited a visitor. Such gestures bring warmth and com-
fort, reflecting the Christian call to charity.

As people grow older, physical abilities may diminish, yet human 
life retains its dignity and value. The late Pope Francis often remind-
ed us that old age is a blessing, not a cause for concern. 

The elderly offer hard-won experience and wisdom that can 
guide younger generations. Their presence is a gentle testament to 
the value of every stage of life, and society has a responsibility to 
offer them respect and care. SE
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HONG KONG (SE): A two-day 
academic symposium marking 
the 80th anniversary of the Dio-
cese of Hong Kong, held from 
September 11 to 12 at Saint Fran-
cis University, examined how the 
Church serves as a “messenger of 
hope” across key social domains, 
including labour, family, bio-
ethics, social reconciliation, and 
ecology. Standing as living testi-
mony to that mission, the parallel 
sessions under the theme “Word 
Made Flesh” complemented the 
academic sessions by showing 
how frontline initiatives translate 
Catholic social teaching into tan-
gible social impact.

MercyHK: hope 
through service
By employing people who have 
overcome drug addiction, Mer-
cyHK builds a kind of empathet-
ic trust needed to guide current 
clients through outreach, coun-
selling, housing assistance, and 
detox referrals.

Ah Ming, who has recovered 
from addiction, told the sym-
posium that encountering Jesus 
through Christians brought him 
inner peace after decades of 
hopelessness, and that he is now 
able to help others walking the 
same path at MercyHK.

Ah Bee, also in recov-
ery, expressed gratitude for her 
employment at the Mercy Can-
teen, recalling how MercyHK 
staff supported her through a 
relapse and guided her back 
towards recovery. To mark the 
milestone of her successful reha-
bilitation, caseworker Lucia 
Leung has promised her a trip 
to Japan.

Founded in 2016 during the 
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy 
by Oblate Father John Wother-
spoon, MercyHK offers physi-
cal, mental, and spiritual care to 
marginalised groups. It operates 
three centres, six shelters, and a 
canteen, serving homeless people, 
refugees, asylum seekers, and for-
eign domestic workers through 
temporary housing, food allow-
ances, medical care, and legal 
accompaniment.

Dignity for the unborn
Established by the diocese in 2017 
at Holy Cross Catholic Cem-
etery in Chai Wan, the Angel 
Garden provides dignified burial 
for infants miscarried before 24 
weeks of gestation—a group pre-
viously classified in law as medi-
cal waste. Father Dominic Chan 
Chi-ming, former chairperson of 
the Diocesan Board of Catho-
lic Cemeteries, said the project 
had advocated for crucial pol-
icy changes that inspired other 

religious groups and government 
bodies to open dedicated burial 
grounds and cremation services.

Building on that foundation, 
the diocese later established the 
Garden of Hope to offer Catho-
lics a permanent and dignified 
alternative for the burial of ashes.

To promote further respect for 
human life, Father Chan and a 
group of concerned individuals 
are petitioning government offi-
cials to establish statutory miscar-
riage leave for grieving mothers 
and their husbands. They have 
also undertaken extensive out-
reach in schools and medical cir-
cles, including sharing sessions 
with medical students at the Chi-
nese University of Hong Kong, 
encouraging future doctors to 
adopt a more compassionate 
approach towards parents who 
have suffered pregnancy loss.

Illuminating futures 
for young people
Led by vicar general, Father Paul 
Kam Po-wai, the Light Up Edu-
cation Fund assists incarcerat-
ed young people aged 35 and 
under through structured group 
therapy, education subsidies, and 
reintegration planning. The fund 
operates independently of dioc-
esan finances, relying entirely 
on donations. Expressing grati-
tude to donors, team members, 
and supporting parishes, Father 
Kam said the initiative’s survival 
depends heavily on the collective 
participation of the local com-
munity.

Social worker Marcus Sun 
noted that the rigid routines of 
incarceration often leave young 
people feeling detached, stagnant, 
and burdened by past mistakes. 
The project responds with nar-
rative approaches that encour-
age participants to re-examine 
their life stories and identify over-

looked strengths. By shifting their 
outlook from inevitable failure to 
genuine choice, it helps them rec-
ognise that they are not defined 
solely by their past.

Sparking hope for 
environmental care
Parishes and environmental 
groups are turning faith val-
ues into ecological action. At St. 
Thomas the Apostle Parish, Tsing 
Yi, volunteers have installed roof-
top solar panels to conserve elec-
tricity and introduced beverage 
carton recycling at parish gather-
ings. The parish also works with 
Green@Kwai Tsing on joint eco-
events.

The environmental group of 
St. John the Baptist Parish, Kwun 
Tong—formed in 2016 and guid-
ed by the encyclical, Laudato 
Si’—promotes ecological respon-
sibility through nature trips, 
beach clean-ups, film screenings, 
vegetarian food tastings, and bi-
monthly educational articles.

To broaden these efforts, a 
regional network links the Dioc-
esan Commission for Integral 
Human Development with par-
ish eco-groups, encouraging 
resource sharing, joint events 
such as the Ecological Way of the 
Cross, and media promotion in 
the spirit of loving God, neigh-
bour, and the Earth.

Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Ha 
Chi-shing told participants that 
lay people hoping to form a par-
ish environmental group should 
first establish a structured work-
ing team, since parish priests 
are far more inclined to approve 
environmental projects backed 
by a united group of parishioners.

Taken together, these initia-
tives show how hope and trans-
formative mercy are being passed 
on across the Hong Kong com-
munity.

Parallel sessions show mercy 
at work across Hong Kong

Ah Bee, right, shares her journey of recovery from  
drug addiction, accompanied by MercyHK caseworker  

Lucia Leung.
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(OSV NEWS): The much-antici-
pated beatification of Blessed Ful-
ton Sheen on September 24 in St. 
Louis, Missouri, the United States 
marked a historic moment for the 
Catholic Church in the United 
States. He is the first television 
host and the first American-born 
bishop to be formally recognised 
as “blessed” by the Church.

Blessed Sheen “knew Jesus 
Christ, our Lord” and under-
stood that “the gospel always 
sends us outward” to share God’s 
love with the world, said Father 
Peter James Alindogan, pastor 
of St. Veronica in Howell, New 
Jersey, who delivered the homily 
at a Mass—presided by Bishop 
Louis Tylka of Peoria—marking 
the anniversary of Archbishop 
Sheen’s priestly ordination before 
his beatification on September 24. 

The Mass was celebrated at 
the Cathedral of St. Mary of the 
Immaculate Conception, where 
Archbishop Sheen’s remains are 
entombed.

Father Alindogan, a native of 
the Philippines, noted that Bless-
ed Sheen was a master commu-
nicator, and “could stand before 
a television camera with a black-
board and chalk and explain 
theology to America without 
PowerPoint. That alone may 
qualify as a miracle.”

However he noted that “the 

secret of Fulton Sheen” wasn’t tel-
evision or microphones, but “the 
Blessed Sacrament” whom he 
adored in his “daily Holy Hour.”

Father Alindogan said, 
“Before Sheen spoke to millions, 
he sat silently before our bless-
ed Lord. Before he stood beneath 
studio lights, he knelt before the 
sanctuary lamp. Perhaps that is 
why people listened. They sense 
that he was not merely speak-
ing about Christ. He knew Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. That may be 
one of the most important lessons 
his priesthood leaves us.”

He emphasised that the arch-
bishop “deeply” understood that 

“we are one in the mystical body 
of Christ.”

Father Alindogan said, “The 
Eucharist sends us out.”

For many US bishops, Bless-
ed Sheen’s beatification is more 
than a historical milestone. They 
emphasise that his influence as 
an evangelist and communicator 
was grounded in a deep spiritual 
life and continues to offer guid-
ance for the Church’s mission.

As auxiliary bishop of New 
York from 1951 to 1966, Sheen 
made a lasting impact on the 
Church. Even before then, he had 
spent years travelling to NBC stu-
dios to broadcast his widely pop-
ular radio programme, all while 
teaching at The Catholic Univer-

sity of America. In New York, he 
directed the Society for the Prop-
agation of the Faith [one of The 
Pontifical Mission Societies], con-
necting US Catholics to global 
missionary work.

Archbishop Ronald Hicks of 
New York said Sheen’s ministry 
demonstrates that evangelisa-
tion must draw people into the 
Church’s mission.

“He was able to connect evan-
gelisation with mission,” Arch-
bishop Hicks said. “We oftentimes 
focus only on his efforts to be on 
the radio or in front of television, 
and he did an extraordinary job 
at all of that. And at the same time, 

he used that platform to con-
nect people to the mission of the 
Church, helping us to go deeper 
in our journey to know, love and 
serve Jesus.”

Archbishop Hicks stressed that 
his extraordinary public ministry 
flowed from the depth of his own 
Catholic life.

He pointed to Sheen’s devo-
tion to the Eucharist, Scripture 
and prayer as central to his life 
and ministry.

Blessed Sheen, the archbish-
op noted, encouraged the Church 
to remain outward-looking and 
missionary, dedicating much of 
his work to supporting emerging 
Churches worldwide.

But what inspires Archbishop 
Hicks most is his willingness to 
serve wherever he was needed.

“Sheen always answered with 
a ‘Yes, send me where you need 
me, Lord,’ and I will go and I 
will respond and I will give it my 
best,” he said. “And his example 
inspires me.”

Bishop John Barres of Rock-
ville Centre called Sheen “our 
American St Paul”, highlighting 
how Sheen’s contemplative life 
and missionary zeal reflect the 
qualities of true sainthood.

Bishop Barres linked the vital-
ity of mission at home and abroad 
to Catholics’ willingness to pray, 
sacrifice and witness to their faith 
in all parts of life.

The bishop, who now chairs 
the Pontifical Mission Societies 
once led by Sheen and was bap-

tised by him, sees the beatification 
as a call to continue Sheen’s mis-
sionary legacy in the 21st century.

He points to Blessed Sheen’s 
gifts as a teacher and model for 
bishops, particularly his convic-
tion “that the truth claims of the 
Catholic Church are liberating 
to all human beings because they 
are objectively true for all human 
beings.”

Archbishop James Golka of 
Denver remarked that Archbish-
op Sheen’s legacy as a teacher of 
the faith is equally compelling.

Archbishop Golka recalled 
Sheen’s iconic television lessons 
as an example for all bishops to 
teach the faith to the wider world, 
not just their own communities.

He said that Blessed Sheen’s 
“clear, unambiguous teachings” 
demonstrate how “truth leads to 
beauty and to wonder and to love.” 
In a culture increasingly marked 
by division and anxiety, he sees 
Blessed Sheen’s insistence on put-
ting Christ at the centre of every-
thing as an enduring message.

“Our culture and world are 
divided and anxious, and we 
know the only remedy to that is 
Christ,” he said.

Archbishop Paul Coakley of 
Oklahoma City, president of the 
US Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops, described Blessed Sheen as 
one of the nation’s premier evan-
gelists and a key model for the 
Church’s task of evangelisation 
today.

Archbishop Coakley sees his 
example as “prophetic and pro-
found,” saying, “He was, in a cer-
tain sense, all things to all people 
in his day. I think that’s going to 
be his lasting legacy as an evange-
list, really.”

He also called the beatifica-
tion a source of pride for the US 
bishops, as recognition of Blessed 
Sheen’s historic role as evangelist 
and leader.

For many bishops, Bless-
ed Sheen’s legacy as missionary, 
teacher and evangelist—atten-
tive to the poor and grounded in 
prayer—offers a model of epis-
copal ministry rooted in personal 
holiness.

“In a certain sense, Sheen’s 
beatification is evidence that the 
Church in the United States is 
coming of age and maturing in 
many ways,” Archbishop Croak-
ley said. “The full flowering of our 
baptismal grace is a life of holiness, 
and to have some of our ecclesi-
astical figures, priests and bish-
ops, who are being acknowledged 
and recognised by the Church for 
their holiness is, I think, a sign of 
great hope.” 

Blessed Fulton Sheen. File photo: OSV News

US Church marks historic 
beatification of Fulton Sheen

(OSV NEWS): Hate speech “con-
tradicts the commandment to 
love one’s neighbour,” said Arch-
bishop Christophe el-Kassis, 
apostolic nuncio and the Holy 
See’s permanent observer to the 
United Nations.

Archbishop el-Kassis shared 
his thoughts in a statement dur-
ing the September 17 “Glob-
al Conference on Promoting 
Interreligious and Intercultur-
al Dialogue and Tolerance in 
Countering Hate Speech” which 
took place at the UN’s New York 
headquarters, and was sponsored 
by the organisation’s Alliance of 
Civilisations.

In his address—which came 
one day after three Vatican dicas-
teries released a new note on the 
importance of interreligious and 
ecumenical dialogue—the arch-
bishop said hate speech “poisons 
public discourse, inflames divi-
sion, and too often prepares the 
ground for violence and perse-
cution.”

The damage is inf licted 

regardless of whether hate speech 
is “directed against individuals or 
communities on the basis of their 
religion, ethnicity, nationality, or 
any other characteristic,” he said.

While “freedom of expression 
is a fundamental right that must 
be protected, freedom carries 
corresponding responsibilities,” 
Archbishop el-Kassis said.

“Speech that deliberately 
incites hatred or violence cannot 
claim the protection of liberty,” 
he said, since “it erodes the very 
conditions in which genuine free-
dom can flourish.”

The Holy See “reaffirms that 
every human person is creat-
ed in the image and likeness of 
God and possesses an inviola-
ble dignity that no ideology of 
hatred, or expression of contempt 
may diminish,” the archbishop 
stressed.

That “foundational truth” 
creates “the moral imperative to 
reject every form of intolerance, 
discrimination, and hate speech 
that wounds the human family 

and undermines the conditions 
for peaceful coexistence,” Arch-
bishop el-Kassis said.

He quoted Pope Leo XIV’s 
12 May 2025, address to media 
representatives, during which the 
pope said, “Let us disarm words 
and we will help to disarm the 
world.”

Archbishop el-Kassis also not-
ed that “peace cannot be woven 
by words alone,” clarifying that 

“true tolerance is not indifference 
or relativism,” but rather “the 
active recognition of the equal 
dignity of every person and 
the freedom of conscience that 
belongs to each.”

Authentic tolerance “requires 
the patient effort of dialogue, 
mutual understanding, and the 
rejection of stereotypes,” Arch-
bishop el-Kassis said.

He added, “In this spirit the 
Holy See promotes interreligious 
and intercultural dialogue as an 
essential path toward overcom-
ing prejudice and building a bet-
ter world for all.”

Hate speech violates command to love 
one’s neighbour, says Vatican’s UN envoy
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‘Yes, send me where 
you need me, Lord’ 

and I will go …
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MANILA (LICAS NEWS): The 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of 
the Philippines [CBCP] urged 
leaders in the Bangsamoro 
Autonomous Region in Muslim 
Mindanao [BARMM] to pro-
tect human dignity, rights, and 
religious freedom following the 
parliamentary elections held on 
September 14.

“As the BARMM enters a new 
chapter, we appeal especially to 
its leaders: make the Bangsamoro 
a home for everyone,” the bish-
ops said in a pastoral message.

“Let governance protect the 
dignity, rights, and religious free-
dom of every person and commu-
nity,” they added.

The bishops described the 
elections in the Bangsamoro 
Autonomous Region as another 
milestone in the region’s ongoing 
journey towards “lasting peace, 
justice, reconciliation, and genu-
ine self-governance.”

They congratulated all who 
participated peacefully in the 
elections and prayed for those 
entrusted with public office.

“May they govern not for per-
sonal or partisan interests, but 
for the common good of all—
Muslims, Christians, Indigenous 
Peoples, and every communi-
ty within the Bangsamoro,” the 
bishops’ conference said.

The CBCP also called for 
deeper cooperation among 
Muslim and Christian religious 
leaders, as well as Indigenous 
communities, highlighting Mind-
anao’s history of conflict, dis-
placement, and injustice.

“Our history bears wounds of 
conflict, displacement, prejudice, 

and historical injustice,” the bish-
ops said. “We must acknowledge 
and heal these wounds, but they 
need not determine our future.”

Citing the Document on 
Human Fraternity, signed by 
Pope Francis and the Grand 
Imam of Al-Azhar, the bishops 
emphasised that different reli-
gious traditions “should nev-
er divide us from our common 
humanity.”

They said, “We therefore 
encourage Muslim and Chris-
tian religious leaders, together 
with Indigenous communities, to 
deepen dialogue and strength-
en structures of cooperation for 
peace.”

The statement also cited the 
experience of a CBCP dele-
gation of five bishops and five 
priests who participated in a pro-
gramme on interreligious dia-
logue and peaceful coexistence 
in Cairo from August 29 to Sep-
tember 7.

The programme was spon-
sored by Egypt’s Ministry of Reli-
gious Endowments.

The delegates returned with 
what the statement described as 
a renewed conviction that “peace 
is neither a naïve hope nor merely 
the absence of war; instead, it is 
always possible as the fruit of jus-
tice and charity.”

The Church leaders said, “It 
requires that we know one anoth-
er, respect one another, and learn 
to walk together.”

The bishops urged Mindan-
ao communities to move beyond 
mere tolerance and to work 
together for the common good.

 “May the peoples of Mind-
anao move forward togeth-
er—not merely tolerating one 
another, but knowing one anoth-
er, respecting one another, and 
working side by side for the com-
mon good,” they said.

Archbishop Gilbert Garcera 
of Lipa, president of the CBCP, 
signed the statement on behalf of 
the bishops’ conference.

Philippine bishops urge 
Bangsamoro leaders to 

govern for common good

Mujiv Hataman, the governor of Basilan, leads the signing 
of the Pledge of Commitment on September 7 in support of 

a peaceful, credible, honest, and orderly Bangsamoro 
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao parliamentary 

polls. Photo: UCAN/courtesy of Richard Falcatan/pna.gov.ph

HO CHI MINH CITY (RVA 
NEWS): Catholic Design, a cre-
ative collective established by 
young Vietnamese Catholics, has 
spent over a decade employing 
graphic design, media, and tech-
nology to support Church com-
munication and engage young 
people through digital platforms.

The collective began in 2013 
in Ho Chi Minh City, southern 
Vietnam, when a young graphic 
designer sought to use his skills in 
service of the Church. Inspired 
by the words of St. Paul, “The 
love of Christ impels us” [2 Cor-
inthians 5:14], the initiative has 
grown into a multidisciplinary 
team of nearly 50 members.

The group works across four 
main areas: content, design, 
media, and technology. Its mem-
bers produce articles and educa-
tional materials, develop visual 
identities and publications, cre-
ate photographs and videos, and 
offer technical support for digital 
projects.

Much of its work involves 
practical support for Church 
communities. Catholic Design 
has produced Mass presentation 
slides, scripture graphics, log-
os, and promotional materials 
for youth and family ministries, 
social communications initiatives, 
and events of the Catholic Bish-
ops’ Conference of Vietnam.

Its projects have also includ-
ed resources designed to make 
Catholic teaching accessible to 
younger audiences. The group 
has developed infographics on 
the faith and lives of saints, Cath-
olic calendars, and publications 
covering subjects such as Viet-
namese Catholic churches, Mar-
ian pilgrimage sites, the Joy of 
Love, healing with the saints, 

and Asian martyrs.
One of its technology initia-

tives, HOJO [Holy Journey 4.0], 
helped establish a Catholic infor-
mation-technology community. 
The group has also produced 
music videos and other digital 
media projects related to Catho-
lic life and ministry.

Catholic Design has placed 
particular emphasis on nurturing 
young Catholic talent. Its Cath-
olic Design Awards series has 
organised competitions in pho-
tography, visual art, and digital 
media around themes connected 
with Christ, the saints, Mary, the 
Church, and youth.

The competitions have includ-
ed Christus Vivit, With Carlo, St. 
Joseph’s Strokes, Notre-Dame—A 
Legacy of Peace, Films about Our 
Mother, and Youth in Tune with the 
Church Across Digital Media. The 
organisers regard these initiatives 
as opportunities for young Cath-
olics to develop professional skills 
while contributing their creativ-
ity to the Church.

The collective has also provid-
ed visual support for major Cath-
olic gatherings. Its work has been 
associated with World Youth Day 
in Lisbon in 2023, the Jubilee in 
Rome in 2025, Catholic youth 

events in Thailand and the Phil-
ippines, and the first Asian Cath-
olic Digital Missionary Assembly 
in Manila in 2026.

For Catholic Design, dig-
ital communication is not dis-
tinct from the Church’s pastoral 
work. Its members seek to pre-
sent the Catholic faith and tra-
dition through contemporary 
visual forms, while maintaining 
a strong connection with Church 
teaching and liturgical traditions.

The group describes its mem-
bers as “pencils in his hands 
to write love songs for today’s 
youth”, expressing its under-
standing of creativity as a form 
of service.

As Catholic communication 
increasingly moves into digital 
spaces, Catholic Design is seek-
ing to help dioceses, parishes, 
ministries, and young Catholics 
communicate faith through plat-
forms and visual languages famil-
iar to a new generation.

Its guiding slogan, “Our Crea-
tivity, Our Mission”, summarises 
the approach: using profession-
al skills not simply to produce 
attractive content, but to sup-
port the Church’s communica-
tion, formation, and outreach in 
an increasingly digital Asia. 

Young Vietnamese have been seeking to help dioceses, parishes, ministries and young 
Catholics communicate faith through the platforms and visual languages familiar to a 

new generation. Photo: RVA News

Vietnam’s youth use digital 
creativity to support Church 

communication in Asia
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(LICAS NEWS): Religious lead-
ers from different faith traditions 
across the Asia-Pacific joined in 
an online prayer service. They 
called for stronger action on cli-
mate justice following devastating 
floods and landslides in Nepal’s 
Himalayan region.

The interfaith online prayer, 
titled “With Nepal: A Prayer of 
Solidarity, Healing and Hope”, 
was held on September 15 and 
brought together Catholics, Mus-
lims, Buddhists, members of the 
Bahá’í faith, and representatives 
of Nepal’s Indigenous Kirat spir-
itual tradition.

Organised by the Laudato 
Si’ Movement, the Federation 
of Asian Bishops’ Conferences–
Office of Human Development 
[FABC-OHD] and Radio Veritas 
Asia, the event gathered religious 
leaders, environmental activists 
and civil society representatives 
from Indonesia, Myanmar, South 
Korea, the Philippines, Timor-
Leste and Nepal.

The gathering followed devas-
tating floods and landslides that 

struck the Nepal-Tibet Himala-
yan region on August 26. The 
disaster damaged infrastructure, 
disrupted transport and econom-
ic links, and caused deaths and 
disappearances in Nepal and in 
downstream areas of India.

Religious leaders said the 
tragedy also pointed to a deep-
er ecological crisis affecting the 
Himalayan region, known as the 
world’s “Third Pole” because it 
contains the largest concentration 
of ice outside the Arctic and Ant-
arctic.

Himalayan crisis
The Hindu Kush Himalaya 
region is experiencing rapid envi-
ronmental changes, including gla-
cier retreat, melting permafrost, 
and increasing geological insta-
bility. These changes increase the 
risk of cascading disasters, such 
as glacial lake outburst floods and 
landslides.

The region is also crucial to 
Asia’s water security. Himalayan 
glaciers feed major river systems 
on which more than two billion 

people depend for water, agricul-
ture, and food security.

The disaster raises questions 
of climate justice, organisers said, 
because vulnerable mountain 
communities contribute relatively 
little to global carbon emissions 
while facing severe consequences 

from a changing climate.

Prayer across faith 
traditions
During the online prayer gath-
ering, participants from different 
religious traditions expressed soli-
darity with victims and survivors.

Representing the Muslim 
community in Indonesia, Swary 
Utami Dewi recited the Al-Fati-
hah and prayed for protection 
for those affected by the disaster, 
strength for grieving families, and 
safety for humanitarian workers.

Desytia Nawris of the Bahá’í 
International Community 
offered a prayer asking God to 
protect people facing suffering 
and disaster.

Venerable Ashin Nandasara, 
representing Theravada Bud-
dhism from Myanmar, invoked 
the blessings of the Buddha, 
Dhamma and Sangha for all 
beings, praying that they might 
live in peace and be freed from 
suffering.

Nepali spiritual leader, Nabin 
Lingden, from the Indigenous 
Kirat tradition, offered a prayer 
invoking the Creator of the sky, 
wind, fire, water, and earth. He 
prayed for the protection of peo-
ple and nature from earthquakes, 
f loods, and landslides, and 
remembered those who died in 
the disaster.

The prayers differed in lan-
guage and religious tradition, but 
shared a common concern for 
people suffering and the vulner-
ability of the natural world.

‘Not only sympathy’
For the Catholic Church, the dis-
aster is also a call to ecological 
conversion.

Bishop Allwyn D’Silva, chair-
person of the FABC Office of 
Human Development and emeri-
tus bishop of Mumbai, linked the 

tragedy to the Catholic Church’s 
observance of the Season of Cre-
ation.

The floods, he said, should 
serve as a reminder that human-
ity has pushed nature beyond its 
limits.

“We are called not only to give 
sympathy, but to take concrete 
prophetic action”, said Bishop 
D’Silva, referring to the need for 
renewable energy, greater energy 
efficiency, and serious reductions 
in carbon emissions.

Lilik Krismantoro of the 
Laudato Si’ Movement Indonesia 
echoed the appeal. “Ecological 
destruction knows no administra-
tive borders”, said Lilik.

“What affects the peaks of the 
Himalayas today directly affects 
climate stability and ecosystems 
throughout Asia”, he added.

“Our solidarity must not stop 
at prayer, but must be translated 
into transformation of lifestyles 
and advocacy for just climate poli-
cies”, Lilik urged.

From prayer to action
The interfaith gathering called for 
action in three areas:

Governments in Asia were 
urged to strengthen cross-border 
co-operation in glacier monitor-
ing, and to develop early-warning 
systems involving local commu-
nities.

Countries with high carbon 
emissions and policymakers were 
also urged to accelerate the transi-
tion away from fossil fuels towards 
renewable energy.

Post-disaster assistance, the 
gathering said, should go beyond 
rebuilding physical infrastructure 
and address the long-term social, 
economic and psychological 
recovery of affected communities.

Organisers said the prayer 
gathering was intended not sim-
ply as an expression of grief, but 
as a shared moral response to the 
ecological crisis.

They stressed that the Hima-
layan disaster showed how close-
ly communities across Asia are 
interconnected.

For the participants, solidarity 
across religious traditions meant 
prayer for those who suffer, pro-
tection for vulnerable communi-
ties, and concrete action to care 
for the Earth.

Interfaith gathering for Nepal urges 
stronger action on climate crisis

Destroyed buildings in Nepal’s Nuwakot region on Septem-
ber 2 following the deadly August 26 flash floods and 

mudslides. Photo: OSV News/courtesy Benny Manser, Catholic Relief Services

ISLAMABAD (SE): The Catholic 
Diocese of Islamabad–Rawalpin-
di celebrated its young students at 
the High Achievers Scholarship 
Programme on September 19 at 
the Catholic Institute Hall, Raw-
alpindi. Over 150 people, includ-
ing priests, religious, catechists, 
and high achievers, attended and 
warmly welcomed Archbishop 
Joseph Arshad.

The event recognized 56 stu-
dents from various parishes for 
their outstanding matriculation 
examination results, celebrat-
ing their dedication and inspiring 
them for the future.

Father Amer Yaqub wel-
comed guests and emphasized 
the diocese’s commitment to sup-
porting and encouraging its stu-
dents. He expressed hope that 
students would continue to excel 
and thanked Archbishop Arshad 
for promoting education and 
skills-based learning.

Sanwar Gill, general secretary 
of the Diocesan Board of Edu-
cation, noted the archbishop’s 
positive influence on Christian 
students.

He said, “Before apprecia-
tion, we need motivation”, and 
explained that the archbishop 
motivated students to use their 
time wisely. He also spoke about 
the archbishop’s significant pas-

toral letters, including the let-
ter on education in 2022 and the 
letter for the Year of Children in 
2026, which highlights Christian 
faith education for children and 
encourages students to strive for 
success.

Archbishop Arshad advised 
students to work diligently, set 
clear goals, and aspire to meaning-
ful professions, reminding them of 
their forebears’ contributions to 
Pakistan and encouraging them to 
serve the community and nation.

He inspired students to work 
hard and pursue education—aca-
demic and technical—so they can 
benefit their families, commu-
nities, and country. He called for 
collaboration to help more youth 
succeed.

The archbishop encouraged 

parents to understand the value 
of education and to support their 
children, noting that with fam-
ily encouragement, students can 
accomplish great things.

He outlined the diocese’s 
vision: to foster faith-filled, edu-
cated, and skilled individuals who 
witness and glorify God through 
their lives. 

The ceremony ended posi-
tively, inspiring students, par-
ents, and guests. The archbishop’s 
hopeful message emphasized that 
with hard work, faith, and fami-
ly and community support, youth 
can achieve success and serve the 
nation. 

— Rabeel Aslam, representative, 
Social Media Communication, Dio-

cese of Islamabad-Rawalpindi Diocese

Celebrating student achievement 
in Islamabad–Rawalpindi
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ISLAMABAD (SE): The Catholic 
Diocese of Islamabad–Rawalpin-
di celebrated its young students at 
the High Achievers Scholarship 
Programme on September 19 at 
the Catholic Institute Hall, Raw-
alpindi. Over 150 people, includ-
ing priests, religious, catechists, 
and high achievers, attended and 
warmly welcomed Archbishop 
Joseph Arshad.

The event recognized 56 stu-
dents from various parishes for 
their outstanding matriculation 
examination results, celebrat-
ing their dedication and inspiring 
them for the future.

Father Amer Yaqub wel-
comed guests and emphasized 
the diocese’s commitment to sup-
porting and encouraging its stu-
dents. He expressed hope that 
students would continue to excel 
and thanked Archbishop Arshad 
for promoting education and 
skills-based learning.

Sanwar Gill, general secretary 
of the Diocesan Board of Edu-
cation, noted the archbishop’s 
positive influence on Christian 
students.

He said, “Before apprecia-
tion, we need motivation”, and 
explained that the archbishop 
motivated students to use their 
time wisely. He also spoke about 
the archbishop’s significant pas-

toral letters, including the let-
ter on education in 2022 and the 
letter for the Year of Children in 
2026, which highlights Christian 
faith education for children and 
encourages students to strive for 
success.

Archbishop Arshad advised 
students to work diligently, set 
clear goals, and aspire to meaning-
ful professions, reminding them of 
their forebears’ contributions to 
Pakistan and encouraging them to 
serve the community and nation.

He inspired students to work 
hard and pursue education—aca-
demic and technical—so they can 
benefit their families, commu-
nities, and country. He called for 
collaboration to help more youth 
succeed.

The archbishop encouraged 

parents to understand the value 
of education and to support their 
children, noting that with fam-
ily encouragement, students can 
accomplish great things.

He outlined the diocese’s 
vision: to foster faith-filled, edu-
cated, and skilled individuals who 
witness and glorify God through 
their lives. 

The ceremony ended posi-
tively, inspiring students, par-
ents, and guests. The archbishop’s 
hopeful message emphasized that 
with hard work, faith, and fami-
ly and community support, youth 
can achieve success and serve the 
nation. 

— Rabeel Aslam, representative, 
Social Media Communication, Dio-

cese of Islamabad-Rawalpindi Diocese

Celebrating student achievement 
in Islamabad–Rawalpindi

Photo supplied



 8 NEWS SUNDAY EXAMINER 27 SEPTEMBER 2026

by John Singarayar SVD

In a time of record heat, van-
ishing species, and deepening 
inequality, our October Rosa-

ry must also pray for the earth. 
The Church dedicates this month 
to Mary, Queen of the Rosary, 
and this year the Season of Cre-
ation ran from September 1 to 
October 4, the feast of St. Francis 
of Assisi, patron saint of ecology. 
It is the perfect moment to intro-
duce a simple but powerful tool: 
five ecological mysteries inspired 
by Pope Francis’s Laudato Si’.

Prayer that sees what 
is happening
Laudato Si’ is unsparing about the 
state of our common home. Pope 
Francis writes that “the earth, 
our home, is beginning to look 
more and more like an immense 
pile of filth,” linking environ-
mental damage to a “throwaway 
culture” that treats both things 
and people as disposable. Species 
disappear, reefs bleach, air and 
water carry the hidden costs of 
our comfort. The poor—coast-
al villagers, smallholder farmers, 
urban children breathing pollut-
ed air—suffer first and most. 

A purely interior Rosary, 

focused only on personal piety, 
can unintentionally collude with 
this blindness. An ecological 
Rosary insists that what we con-
template in prayer is not separate 

from what is happening to forests, 
rivers, soils, and human commu-
nities. It makes space in our devo-
tion for the “cry of the earth and 
the cry of the poor,” which the 

late pope said are “one cry.” 

Five mysteries for a new 
decade of discipleship
The five mysteries—Wonder, 
Wounded Earth, Cry of the Poor, 
Conversion, and Common Home 
Restored—follow the inner logic 
of Laudato Si’ while fitting natu-
rally into the Rosary’s five-dec-
ade structure. 

- Wonder reorients us to cre-
ation as gift, not commodity. 
Before we fix, we must receive. 

- Wounded Earth names the 
damage honestly, without despair, 
asking forgiveness for complicity 
in harm. 

- Cry of the Poor refuses to 
spiritualize ecology away from 
justice; it places the displaced, 
drought-stricken, and poisoned 
at the center of our intercession. 

- Conversion moves from sen-
timent to change: simpler con-
sumption, less waste, more 
solidarity. 

- Common Home Restored 
anchors us in hope, trusting that 
God can mend what we have 
broken. 

This is not a replacement for 
the traditional Joyful, Sorrowful, 
Glorious, and Luminous myster-
ies. It is a thematic rosary for 
October—especially fitting dur-
ing the Season of Creation and 
the month dedicated to the Rosa-
ry. Parishes could use it on a Sun-
day evening, schools as part of 
ecology projects, families as a 
new way to pray together.

Not “political,” but 
deeply Catholic
Some may worry that an ecologi-
cal Rosary is “political.” But car-
ing for creation is not a partisan 

addon; it is woven into Catho-
lic faith. The Catechism teaches 
that we are stewards of God’s gift, 
called to protect and cultivate the 
earth. Laudato Si’ roots ecologi-
cal concern in scripture, tradi-
tion, and reason, insisting that “a 
true ecological approach always 
becomes a social approach.” 

Recent papal messages for 
the Season of Creation continue 
this line. Pope Leo XIV’s 2026 
message urges Christians to rec-
ognise their responsibility for pro-
tecting the environment, linking 
it with peace, poverty, and equi-
table access to water. To pray for 
creation is not to abandon doc-
trine; it is to live it more fully.

From devotion to 
discipleship
The genius of the Rosary is its 
simplicity: repeated prayers that 
allow the heart to sink into deep-
er realities. An ecological Rosary 
uses that same rhythm to form 
ecological disciples. As we move 
from bead to bead, we are invit-
ed to notice what we usually 
ignore—the plastic we discard, 
the energy we waste, the voices 
we silence. We ask for “ecological 
conversion,” which Pope Fran-
cis describes as a change of heart 
that reshapes daily life. 

This is not about grand ges-
tures alone. It is about small, 
faithful choices: turning off what 
needn’t run, buying what we 
need rather than what we want, 
supporting policies and leaders 
who defend the vulnerable and 
the planet. Prayer becomes the 
quiet engine of lasting change.

A Rosary for this moment
October has long been a month 
of Marian devotion and renewed 
prayer. In 2026, as the Church 
reflects on the tenth anniversary 
of Laudato Si’ and marks anoth-
er Season of Creation under the 
theme “Living Water,” it is fitting 
that the Rosary itself be enlist-
ed more explicitly in the work of 
healing our common home.

The “Five Mysteries of Ecol-
ogy” offer a concrete, accessible 
way to do this. They are short 
enough for a bulletin or handout, 
deep enough for serious medita-
tion, and open enough for indi-
viduals and groups to adapt. 
Most importantly, they help us 
pray with eyes open: seeing cre-
ation as gift and wound, hearing 
the cry of the poor, committing 
to conversion, and daring to hope 
for restoration.

If we take this Rosary serious-
ly, October could become more 
than a devotional tradition. It 
could become a school of ecologi-
cal holiness—where Mary teach-
es us, once again, how to say yes 
to God’s world, and how to stand 
with it in love.

Why October needs an ecological Rosary
Five new mysteries to pray for our 
wounded, hopeful common home
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MANILA (LICAS NEWS): Leaders 
from several Protestant denom-
inations in the Philippines have 
renewed calls for the resumption 
of peace negotiations between 
the government and the Nation-
al Democratic Front of the Phil-
ippines [NDFP] amid ongoing 
concerns over human rights and 
democratic freedoms. Their 
appeals come ahead of the 54th 
anniversary of the declaration of 
Martial Law on 21 September.

In a statement dated 17 Sep-
tember, the Council of Bishops 
of the United Church of Christ in 
the Philippines [UCCP] called 
for “meaningful, inclusive, and 
sustained” talks with the NDFP. 
Separately, on September 21, 
the Ecumenical Bishops Forum 
[EBF] urged both sides to resume 

“formal, sincere, and meaningful” 
negotiations.

The UCCP warned of a 
“continuing hostile and violent 
impasse” causing suffering, dis-
placement, and loss, especially 
amongst the poor and vulnerable.

They emphasised the need for 
dialogue, listening, and a search 
for peaceful solutions to the roots of 
the conflict.

Both groups urged all parties 
to lay down hostilities, protect 
civilians, uphold human rights, 
and return to negotiations.

They stressed that peace 
means addressing the root caus-
es of conflict and creating path-
ways to justice and reconciliation, 
not ignoring injustice or excusing 
violence.

The EBF echoed concerns 
about continuing hostilities, say-
ing the conflict affects poor com-
munities, farmers, Indigenous 
peoples, and other vulnerable 
sectors.

“Genuine peace cannot be 
built upon fear, violence, or the 
suppression of legitimate griev-
ances,” the EBF said.

It called for negotiations that 
address fundamental causes such 
as poverty, inequality, injustice, 
and lack of rights.

The forum said, “We urge all 
parties to recommit to dialogue, 
respect human rights and inter-
national humanitarian law, and 
protect civilians.”

Both groups linked their 
appeals to the anniversary of 
Martial Law declared in 1972 
under the late dictator, Ferdi-
nand Marcos, father of the cur-
rent president.

The UCCP bishops remem-
bered victims of Martial Law 
and their families, saying, “We 
remember not to reopen wounds, 
but to prevent their repetition.”

“We remember not to reopen 

wounds, but to prevent their repe-
tition. We remember so that truth 
may lead us toward healing, and 
healing toward peace anchored 
in justice,” they said.

They called for resistance to 
any revival of authoritarian rule, 
abuse of power, or violation of 
human rights.

The EBF cited ongoing threats 
such as human rights violations, 
red-tagging, political persecution, 
corruption, militarisation, impu-
nity, and distortion of truth.

It emphasised that criticism 
of government is not treason, 
defending human rights is not ter-
rorism, and organising for justice 
is not a crime.

The EBF also warned against 
fake news and historical revi-
sionism, which can erase victims’ 
experiences and distort history.

“We cannot build a just future 
upon a falsified past,” it said.

The forum urged Churches 
to teach the truth about Martial 
Law, defend human rights and 
dignity, support victims, resist 
disinformation, and demand 
accountability.

“Our remembrance must 
become a continuing commit-
ment,” the EBF said, adding that 

“’Never again’ must mean vigi-
lance, truth, justice, and defence 
of human dignity.”

Philippine Protesant leaders urge renewed 
peace talks on anniversary of Martial Law 
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Maintain privacy and avoid public posts 
online. Document the debt, meet directly, 
and propose a repayment plan with frequent 
follow-ups. Alternatively, seek assistance 
from the borrower’s business partner. Pur-
sue legal action for substantial, unresolved 
amounts, but write off minor debts while per-

manently refusing future loans.
— Alona Sol Auron

Remain patient, empathetic, and polite, rec-
ognizing that borrowers may genuinely lack 
funds rather than intentionally refusing to 
pay. Wait until their financial situation stabi-
lizes, as showing a good heart during hard 
times ultimately leads to better resolutions.
— Wilma Sumalpong Catian

Investigate why the borrower cannot pay and 
carefully assess how they spent the money. If 
funds went toward genuine emergencies like 
hospital bills, consider forgiving the debt as 
charity. However, if spent on luxuries, cut the 
borrower off from future financial aid.
— Richyl Cristobal

Approach the borrower politely to understand 
their situation while clearly explaining your 
own financial needs. Build mutual trust, then 
establish a formal repayment agreement with 
the explicit understanding that non-compliance 
will trigger a legal process.
— Marian Joco

Evaluate the debt's magnitude—forgive 
small amounts, but analyze large ones care-
fully. Offer understanding for valid personal 
issues, but directly confront the debtor if no 
excuse exists. Use a third-party mediator or 
proceed to formal legal steps if necessary.
— Mahalyn Virata Santos

Gather clear proof such as messages, agree-
ments, or receipts, then send polite remind-
ers. If ignored, issue a formal demand letter or 
file a small claims court case. Accommodate 
borrowers facing genuine hardship as long as 
they maintain complete honesty.
— Lalyn Camat Velasco

?
?

?
What do you 
reckon?

How to handle  
unpaid debts

carefully

and propose a repayment plan with frequent 
follow-ups. Alternatively, seek assistance 
from the borrower’s business partner. Pur
sue legal action for substantial, unresolved 
amounts, but write off minor debts while per
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  HONG KONG (SE): On September 8, the newly completed Chapel of Illumination at St. Paul’s 
Church’s Jesus Christ Centre opened its doors to the public for the inaugural “Central Midday 
Music Oasis.” Co-hosted by St. Paul’s Church and the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, 
the ecumenical lunchtime gathering drew a full house of over one hundred Catholic and Prot-
estant faithful, alongside Central office workers seeking a peaceful pause during their workday.

Reverend Lam Chun-wai, vicar of St. Paul’s Church, welcomed guests to the new venue, 
expressing his hope that the chapel would serve as a sanctuary for quiet rest on weekdays and 
allow people to worship God through music. Father Dominic Chan Chi-ming, parish priest of the 
cathedral, added that the initiative grew out of a desire to support busy professionals in Central. 
He noted that the cathedral will continue collaborating with St. Paul’s Church to care for vulner-
able community members in the Central and Western District, including elderly individuals liv-
ing alone and the unhoused.

The landmark session featured internationally renowned handbell soloist, conductor, and com-
poser Emily Li, accompanied on piano by Ng Mo-suet. The program featured sacred classics such 
as "Ave Maria," "Via Dolorosa" (Way of Suffering), "O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus," "Be Still, 
My Soul," and "Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing." Flutist Jay Liu joined for the final piece, 
"What a Wonderful World."

Sharing her forty-year journey with the handbell, Li reflected that she felt chosen by the instru-
ment to carry out the mission of promoting it. She highlighted how the handbell relies on uni-
ty and ensemble collaboration to create connections deeper than words, describing its sound as 
heavenly. She reflected that through his journey along the Via Dolorosa, the Lord Jesus brought 
redemption and a deep, boundless love to humanity—a love that surrounds everyone like the air 
we breathe and transforms into a gift of peace and joy, reminding us of God’s constant presence.

Ng praised the chapel’s aesthetics and acoustics, noting that performing there felt vastly dif-
ferent from playing at home or in a concert hall. She cherished the rare, profound atmosphere 
of making music and worshiping alongside fellow believers, adding that the emotions of the day 
would stay with her for years to come.

Liu shared that he was playing a vintage World War II-era flute. Because of the delicate age of 
its keys, Liu uses it sparingly to avoid damaging the old mechanism, avoiding overly fast tempos 
and reserving it for select performances to bring out its distinct, antique sound.

Reflecting on the event, Reverend Lam shared his fondness for the opening piece, "Ave Maria," 
noting that the date coincided with the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary—a significant feast 
day also for the Anglican Church honoring her birth. He felt the music resonated beautifully with 
the liturgical occasion, invoking a sense of tranquility and solemnity. Father Chan added that the 
musicians' outstanding performance marked a successful launch for the monthly series.

The next gathering is scheduled for October 13 at the Jesus Christ Centre on Lower Albert 
Road.

Investigate why the borrower cannot pay and 

charity. However, if spent on luxuries, cut the 
borrower off from future financial aid.
— 

Bear with each other and forgive 
one another if any of you has a 

grievance against someone. 
Forgive as the Lord forgave you.

— Colossians 3:13

the explicit understanding that non-compliance 

excuse exists. Use a third-party mediator or 
proceed to formal legal steps if necessary.
— 

borrowers facing genuine hardship as long as 

Handbell soloist Emily Li  
(centre), pianist Ng Mo-suet (right),  

and flutist Jay Liu (left) perform during the inaugural 
‘Central Midday Music Oasis’ co-hosted by  

St. Paul's Church and the cathedral on September 8.

(centre), pianist Ng Mo-suet (right), 

Ecumenical music  
gathering brings peace to Central



Twenty-sixth Sunday of  the Year Ezekiel 18:25-28; 
Philippians 2:1-11; 
Matthew 21:28-32

Readings:

Born in Manila in 1594, the 
half-Chinese, half-Filipino 
Lorenzo Ruiz grew up an 

ordinary Catholic. Educated by 
Dominicans, he served as an altar 
boy and worked as a calligrapher 
transcribing documents. He married a Filipino woman named 
Rosario, had three children, and lived the daily life of  an 
unassuming husband and father, content with his lot.

Lorenzo’s quiet existence was turned upside down when he 
was falsely accused of  involvement in a homicide. Seeking 
refuge with Dominican priests, he decided to flee the Manila 
authorities by joining a missionary group heading to Japan. On 
board were priests Antonio Gonzalez, Guillermo Courtet, Miguel de 
Aozaraza, and Vincente Shiwozuka de la Cruz, along with a Japanese 
leper named Lazaro. They set sail for a country where Christianity had 
once flourished, but which was now ruled by the violent anti-Christian 
persecution of  the Tokugawa shogunate.

Upon arrival, Lorenzo and his companions were promptly captured. 
The shogunate did not merely want to expel the men; they sought to 
force them to renounce their faith. For two years, the group was 
imprisoned and subjected to horrific torture. Water was forced down 
their throats until their abdomens were pressed with boards to make it 

explode from their noses, mouths, 
and ears. Their bodies were cut, 
and psychological terror weighed 
heavily on them. Father Gonzalez 
died in captivity, while others fought 
off  despair by drawing strength 

from one another.
Lorenzo also faced the darkness of  terror. During a 

particularly horrific torture session, he asked the interpreter if  
his life would be spared if  he apostatized. Receiving no clear 
answer, Lorenzo was visited by the Spirit of  God in his moment 
of  agony, transforming his fear into extraordinary boldness.

Determined to break their resolve, the persecutors subjected 
the men to the torture of  the pit. They were tightly bound to slow 
circulation—leaving only one hand free to signal apostasy—and hung 
upside down over pits, weighted down with stone-laden boards. They 
hung in agony for three days. It was during this final trial that this 
ordinary husband and father uttered the defining words of  his life: “I 
am a Catholic, and I wholeheartedly accept death for God. If  I had a 
thousand lives, I would offer them all to Him.” Lorenzo died in the pit 
on late September 1637, testifying with his life to the faith he refused to 
abandon.

Martyrdom of   
St. Lorenzo Ruiz

YOUR DAILY 
MASS GUIDE

For the care of  water
Let us pray for a just and 

sustainable management of  
water, a vital resource, so that 

everyone may have  
equal access to it.

Apostleship of  
Prayer

Jesus tells this parable after the 
leaders challenge his authority. A 

father asks two sons to work in his 
vineyard. The first refuses, but later 
changes his mind and goes. The 
second replies respectfully, “I go, 
sir,” yet never appears. When Jesus 
asks which son did the father’s will, 
the answer is clear: the first.

William Barclay titles it “The 
Better of  Two Bad Sons.” Neither 
response is ideal. One son begins 
with disobedience; the other offers 
words without action. Barclay’s 
point is that promises cannot 
replace performance and fine 
words cannot substitute for fine 
deeds. The second son calls his 
father “sir,” displaying respect, but 
true courtesy is obedience given.

Jesus applies the parable to tax 
collectors, prostitutes, chief  priests, 
and elders. The sinful had said 
“no” to God through their lives. Yet 
they believed John the Baptist, 

repented, and entered the vineyard. 
The religious leaders said “yes” 
through religious observance, but 
rejected John’s call and refused con-
version. Their profession concealed 
disobedience.

Pope Francis teaches that obedi-
ence does not consist in saying 
“yes” or “no”; it consists in acting, 
cultivating the vineyard, doing 
good, and building God’s kingdom. 
He warns against religion that 
remains external but never changes 
attitudes or engages the conscience.

The pope draws attention to 
sincerity. The first son is wrong but 
honest. Admitting resistance, he 
can reconsider, repent, and change 
direction. The second hides behind 
a false “yes,” protecting his image 

while avoiding responsibility. Pope 
Francis differentiated the sinner, for 
whom conversion remains possible, 
from the corrupt person who dis-
guises disobedience and silences 
honest self-examination.

The parable does not praise sin 
or rude refusal. It proclaims that no 
“no” must become permanent. 
God patiently gives us space to 
reconsider and transform refusal 
into obedience. Yet religious lan-
guage, rituals, and good intentions 
are worthless if  they never become 
action.

The question is therefore not 
simply what we have promised, but 
whether we are working in the vine-
yard today. Does our faith become 
forgiveness, justice, service, honesty, 

and compassion? God prefers an 
imperfect disciple who repents and 
acts to an impressive believer whose 
“yes” remains only words.

Sa Ebanghelyo sa Linggong 
ito ipinahayag ni Hesus ang 
kahalagahan ng pagsisi at 

pagbabago sa sarili. Ang unang 
anak, ang nakakatanda ay 
tumugon sa utos ng Ama, na ayaw 
niyang pumunta, ngunit nagbago 
ang isip niya at siya ay pumunta 
upang magtrabaho sa ubasan. Ang 
ikalawa sumagot na pupunta daw 
S’ya pero hindi naman nagtrabaho 
sa ubasan. Ito ang tanong ni Hesus 
sa kanyang mga alagad; “ Sino sa 
dalawa ang sumunod sa kalooban 
ng kanyang ama?” “Ang 
nakatatanda po,” sagot nila. 

At sinabi ni Hesus,“Sina sabi ko 
sa inyo: ang mga  publi kano at 
masasamang babae’y nauuna pa 
sa inyong pasakop sa paghahari ng 
Diyos. Sapagkat napa rito sa inyo si 
Juan at ipina kilala ang matuwid na 
pamumu hay, at hindi ninyo siya 
pinaniwa laan.  Ngunit 
pinaniwalaan siya ng mga 
publikano at ng masasamang 

babae. Nakita ninyo ito, subalit 
hindi pa rin kayo nagsisi at 
naniwala sa kanya.”(Mt. 21-30-
32).

Ang pagsisisi ay isang hakbang 
upang i-ugnay ulit ang ating 
buhay, ang ating pamumuhay kay 
Kristo. Ang tunay na pagsisisi ay 
ang pagsunod sa kalooban ng 
Ama. Ang pagtalikod sa kalooban 
ng Ama o hindi pagsunod sa 
kalooban ng Ama, ay magdulot ng 
pagkawatak-watak at walang 
direksyon sa ating buhay. 
Napagtanto ng nakakatandang 
kapatid, na ang pagmamahal para 
sa kanyang Ama, ay dapat hindi sa 
bibig lamang kundi sa gawa. 
Nagbago ang kanyang isip dahil 
ayaw niya masaktan ang kanyang 
Ama. Ang pagmamahal sa Diyos 

ay masukat sa hindi lamang sa 
ating mga panalangin kundi sa 
pamamagitan ng paggawa ng 
kabutihan sa kapwa. 

Ang pagsunod sa kalooban ng 
Ama ay nagpupugay sa kanya. Ito 
ay paalala sa atin na hindi lamang 
pakitang tao ang ating pagka-
Kristiyano. Ating buksan ang ating 
isipan at puso para sa Diyos, upang 
maghari siya sa buhay natin. 
Nawa’y meron tayong pusong 
masunurin sa kalooban ng Ama, 
upang meron pagkakaisa sa ating 
pamilya at pamayanan. 

Bilang Migrante, maging bukas 
tayo sa galaw ng Diyos sa ating 
buhay. Marami sa ating mga 
kababayan ay nawala na sa 
tamang landas, tamang daan 
tungo sa Panginoon. Sila’y nabulag 

sa mga maka-mundong 
kaligayahan. Hindi na nakakinig 
at sumunod sa mga utos ng 
Panginoon. Ating tandaan ang 
tunay na kalayaan at kapayapaan 
ay kay Hesus lamang. 

Upang hindi mawala sa daan 
tungo sa kasaganaan at 
kapayapaan, ating sundan ang 
kanyang kalooban upang 
magkaroon tayo ng pagkakaisa 
bilang Simbahan.

Pagsunod sa  
kalooban ng Ama

●  Vatican News 
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SEPTEMBER 27 – TWENTY-
SIXTH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME. Mass of  
the Sunday, Gloria, Creed, preface 
of  the Sunday (green).  
Readings: 
Ezekiel 18:25-28; 
Philippians 2:1-11; 
Matthew 21:28-32.

SEPTEMBER 28 – ST. 
LAWRENCE RUIZ AND 
COMPANIONS. 
Mass of  the memorials (red). 
Readings: 
Job 1:6-22;
Luke 9:46-50.

SEPTEMBER 29 – 
MICHAEL, GABRIEL, 
RAPHAEL. 
Mass of  the feast (white), Gloria, 
Preface of  the Angels. 
Readings: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14;
John 1:47-51.

SEPTEMBER 30 – ST. 
JEROME. 
Mass of  the memorial (white). 
Readings: 
Job 9:1-12, 14-16;
Luke 9:57-62.

OCTOBER 1 – ST. THERESE 
OF LISIEUX. Mass of  the 
memorial (white). Readings: 
Job 19:21-27;
Luke 10:1-12.

OCTOBER 2 – THE 
GUARDIAN ANGELS.
Mass of  the memorial (white), 
Preface of  the Angels. Readings: 
Exodus 23:20-23;
Matthew 18:1-5, 10.

OCTOBER 3 – SATURDAY: 
TWENTY-SIXTH WEEK IN 
ORDINARY TIME. 
Mass of  the day (green). 
Readings: Job 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-16;
Luke 10:17-24.

Themes for  
September 2026

●

When ‘yes’  
becomes action

Father Josekutty 
Mathew CMF        

● Father Jay Flandez SVD
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SEOUL (RVA NEWS): Fondacio 
Asia brought together 44 pilgrims 
from Indonesia, Italy, Malaysia, 
and Thailand for a sacred pil-
grimage in Haemi, South Korea, 
from September 4 to 9.

The pilgrimage centred on 
prayer, reflection, and visits to 
sites connected to the Korean 
martyrs. Participants from the 
four countries journeyed together 
and reflected on the example of 
those who stayed faithful during 
times of persecution.

The group visited the Gal-
maemot and Sinri Shrines, where 
they learned about the Korean 
martyrs and reflected on their 
faith and sacrifice. Through 
prayer, reflection, and the Sinri 
Programme, the pilgrims consid-
ered the experiences of those who 
remained steadfast.

The following day, the group 
continued their pilgrimage by 
visiting sites associated with the 
Haemi martyrs, including the 
Queen’s House, Sanghong-ri 
Chapel, Haemi Castle, and Hae-
mi International Shrine. These 
visits offered further opportuni-
ties for prayer and contemplation 
of the martyrs’ legacy.

A significant moment of the 
pilgrimage was the celebration 
of Holy Mass in the Darkness, 
which invited participants to 
reflect on faith during times of 
difficulty and uncertainty.

On September 8, the pilgrims 
took part in integration sessions 
after several days visiting sites 
connected with the Korean mar-

tyrs. They shared their experi-
ences and considered how the 
pilgrimage might influence their 
lives and communities.

The sessions encouraged par-
ticipants to connect their experi-
ences during the pilgrimage with 
their lives at home, and to explore 
how they could live out their faith 
within their communities.

The pilgrimage concluded in 
Seoul on September 9, as the 44 
participants prepared to return 
to their home countries.

The journey united Catho-
lics from four countries through 
a shared experience of prayer, 
reflection, and engagement with 
the history of the Korean mar-
tyrs.

Fondacio Asia is a Christian 
organisation working across Asia 
in youth formation, education, 
and social development, with 
communities and programmes 
in countries including the Philip-
pines, Malaysia, Myanmar, Laos, 
and Vietnam. 

Fondacio Asia pilgrims gather in Haemi, South Korea. 
Photo: RVA News

Fondacio Asia 
brings 44 pilgrims 
from four countries 

to South Korea

Sexual Violence Victims’ Helplines
In an emergency dial 999 police response within 30 minutes

Rain Lily : 2375 5322 (will also come to meet you)
 Bethune House Refuge 2522 8264 — Emergency 9488 9044

Christian Action : 2739 6193
St. John’s Cathedral : 2522 8264

Helpers for Domestic Workers : 2523 4020
Equal Opportunities Commission : 2511 8211

Police Hotline : 2527 7177

TAUNGNGU (FIDES): “We are 
experiencing widespread dis-
placement, but pastoral ministry 
continues despite the difficulties,” 
said Coadjutor Bishop Bernardi-
no Ne Ne of Taungngu, in cen-
tral-southern Myanmar.

“Priests remain in the parish-
es and care for families; they lis-
ten to them and offer comfort,” 
Bishop Ne Ne said as the country 
continues to face a severe crisis 
marked by conflict, displacement 
and the collapse of social and 
economic conditions.

Taungngu is located in the 
Bago Region, a strategic area 
of Myanmar linking the central 
parts of the country with the 
predominantly Karen eastern 
regions, where conflict has raged 
between the Myanmar military 
and armed ethnic groups for 
decades. This intensified further 
after the February 2021 coup, 
as the civil war escalated, also 
affecting the Bago Region and 
surrounding areas.

“As a Church, we are trying to 
do our very best in a situation of 
severe hardship,” Bishop Ne Ne 
explained.

“There are airstrikes around 
the cities. People are afraid and 
struggling to survive. Inflation 
is soaring and the population is 
suffering,” explained the former 
National Director of the Pontifi-
cal Mission Societies in Myan-
mar.

He explained that the Church 
is proceeding with caution, seek-
ing first and foremost to pro-
tect people’s lives: “We do not 
hold large gatherings that are 
not permitted. Nevertheless, faith 
remains strong despite the chal-
lenges and insecurity.”

Bishop Ne Ne added that in 
the Diocese of Taungngu “many 
people have been forced to leave 
their homes because of the war 
and are living in precarious con-
ditions.” The displacement crisis 
is part of the wider emergency 
affecting Myanmar: according to 
the United Nations, the number 
of internally displaced persons 
in the country reached approxi-
mately 3.6 million in 2026.

“There are airstrikes around 
the cities. People are afraid and 
struggling to survive. Inflation 
is soaring and the population is 
suffering,” explained the former 
National Director of the Pontifi-
cal Mission Societies in Myan-
mar.

He explained that the Church 
is proceeding with caution, seek-
ing first and foremost to pro-
tect people’s lives: “We do not 

hold large gatherings that are 
not permitted. Nevertheless, faith 
remains strong despite the chal-
lenges and insecurity.”

Of the 64 priests in the dio-
cese, 44 are currently engaged in 
pastoral ministry, the bishop not-
ed. “Our priests are close to fami-
lies; they visit them, listen to them 
and offer comfort. The Church 
stands alongside those who suffer, 
especially the poor, the vulnera-
ble, and those affected by conflict 
and hardship. Through charita-
ble service, pastoral care, educa-
tion, and a commitment to justice, 
the Church seeks to reflect the 
compassion of Christ.”

The situation of young people 
is particularly delicate. “They 
have fled because the educa-
tion system has collapsed,” Bish-
op Ne Ne lamented, observing 
that many of them are consider-
ing building their lives elsewhere, 
including abroad.

“Young people are not only the 
future of the Church; they are 
an essential part of the Church 
today. The best way to accom-
pany them is to listen to them, to 
walk with them and to help them 
encounter Christ personally,” the 
bishop said.

Yet even this pastoral task 
has become difficult in a soci-
ety where many young people 
are focused on—and desire—to 
leave the country.

“They have fled because the 
education system has collapsed,” 
Bishop Ne Ne lamented. He 
observed that many of them are 

considering building their lives 
elsewhere, including abroad.

In the face of this reality, 
Bishop Ne Ne identified listen-
ing as one of the fundamental 
responsibilities of episcopal min-
istry: “What I can do is listen to 
the People of God.” He added, 

“faith, humility, compassion, wis-
dom and the ability to listen” are 
essential.

“A bishop is close to God 
through prayer and close to the 
people through pastoral pres-
ence. I feel called to be a bridge 
of communion, a servant of unity 
and a witness of hope in a world 
that often experiences division 
and uncertainty,” the bishop said.

Bishop Ne Ne stressed that 
after five years of civil war, “peace 
is imperative”, even though it 
currently seems difficult to begin 
a process of dialogue because 

“there is no mutual trust between 
the two groups involved in the 
conflict.”

He observed that ASEAN 
has also attempted to intervene, 
but “its plan has remained on 
paper.”

For the Church, however, 
peacebuilding is not optional: 

“Peace and reconciliation begin 
in our hearts and in our com-
munities. As followers of Christ, 
we are called to be instruments 
of peace, forgiveness and uni-
ty.” He added that he intends to 
encourage all Catholics “to bear 
witness to their faith not only 
through words, but also through 
acts of kindness, honesty, service 
and love for others.”

The Church in Taungngu 
continues to carry out its mission 
in a land marked by war, seek-
ing to accompany a population 
exposed to violence and displace-
ment. In a Myanmar troubled 
by clashes and airstrikes—both 
among the main causes of suf-
fering—the Catholic community 
keeps open spaces for pastoral 
care, remaining close to the peo-
ple.

We listen to the people and 
stand by the displaced, 
says Myanmar bishop 

Photo: Fides/Columban Mission Myanmar

‘Young people 
are not only the 

future of the 
Church; they are 

an essential part of 
the Church today’

Participants from 
the four countries 
journeyed together 
and reflected on 
the example of 

those who stayed 
faithful during times 

of persecution
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ROME (CNS): Led by their priests, 
Catholics need to come together 
and face the truth about what 
their local Church is doing and 
why, Pope Leo XIV told clergy 
and laypeople during a diocesan 
assembly on September 18 at the 
Basilica of St. John Lateran, the 
cathedral of the Diocese of Rome.

Pope Leo, who is bishop of 
Rome, said that the process of 
discernment and “pastoral eval-
uation does not ask you to do 
more; on the contrary, it gives 
you permission to do less—and 
to do it better.” 

The pope spoke to hundreds 
of diocesan leaders, both clergy 
and laity representing the 334 
parishes and their ministries in 
a diocese that covers 880 square 
kilometres.

The pope first listened to a 
young woman, a couple and a 
member of the diocese’s Caritas 
team as they recounted the vari-
ous joys and challenges they face 
in their lives and work.

Pope Leo thanked every-
one for their faith, service and 
dedication, saying, “The good 
doesn’t make any noise; the Lord 
knows it, and today I, too, wish to 
acknowledge it.”

The diocese’s extensive work 
on discerning its “’spiritual ill-
nesses’ has taught us to recognise 
what, in our ecclesial life, needs 
to be healed, corrected or trans-
formed,” he said, referring to a 

diocesan report that was formally 
delivered to Pope Francis in 2018. 

The late pope had asked the 
diocesan leaders to respond to 
their findings with a multiyear 
process that would lead to pasto-
ral action that is “more respon-
sive to the mission and needs of 
Romans today, but also more 
creative and liberating for priests 
and those who directly collabo-
rate in their mission and in the 

building up of the Christian 
community.”

Pope Leo picked up on his 
predecessor’s call, adding that 
the ongoing synodal process has 
also “taught us how to listen and 
discern together, as co-responsi-
ble for the one mission.”

Therefore, he said, “We are 
not starting from scratch, and 
nothing we have experienced 
should be set aside.” Also, “I 
urge you not to bear these strug-
gles alone,” as serving the faithful 
and larger community is more 
challenging than ever.

“I am not presenting you with 
a new pastoral programme,” he 
said; rather, Pope Leo proposed 
a journey or “method” of ver-
ification and “pastoral evalua-
tion,” which, if it were ever “to 
become yet another burden,” 
then it would be failing “its very 
purpose.”

The method entails “seek-
ing the truth,” he said, by “rec-
ognising what has borne fruit, 
understanding what did not work 
and seeking the reasons for this 
together” with the entire Church 
community and “by also listen-
ing to people who do not attend 
[Church] and who see things, so 
to speak, ‘from the outside.’”

The pope said that it involves 
reflecting together and ask-
ing “Why” for everything they 
do, he said. “Why are we doing 
it? What evangelical intention 
motivates us? What real need 
are we seeking to address? How 
does this choice align with the 
Church’s mission?”

Then, he said, they must ask, 

“Why do we achieve these results 
and not others? Why do some ini-
tiatives foster growth while others 
remain isolated? Why do some 
people participate while others 
remain on the sidelines?”

Discerning the reasons for 
their choices and the reasons for 
how those choices turned out 
will allow “us to recognise what 
should be maintained, valued, 
corrected, abandoned or initiat-
ed,” the pope said.

Pope Leo said their method of 
discernment should focus on four 
priorities or goals by asking:

— Does this truly lead to 
Christ and help others encounter 
him in their real lives?

— Does this build new, free 
and reconciled communities 
made up of authentic relation-
ships where people feel “wel-
comed, accompanied, valued, 
and jointly responsible?”

— Does this truly serve the 
city of Rome, sharing in people’s 
hopes, vulnerabilities and ques-
tions, recognising the questions 
to which the gospel can respond?

— How well does this form the 
people of God, fostering growth 
in the faith, maturing into mis-
sionary disciples with a sense of 
co-responsibility and capable 
of translating it “into concrete 
choices in life and service?”

There will be different “stag-
es” to walk together, the pope 
said, “not just for a year, but on 
a journey—so that it may be true 
discernment and not just another 
initiative added to the rest.”

The pope “is not asking you 
to plan new activities: he is pro-

posing a common method of lis-
tening, discernment, evaluation 
and conversion” within the five 
areas of catechesis and Chris-
tian initiation, youth, the family, 
charity and vocations, he said, 
so that leadership meetings can 

“become, more and more, plac-
es of encounter, dialogue, and 
shared pastoral planning.”

Pope Leo also offered his 
reflections on the kind of priests 
the Diocese of Rome needs.

“A priest should be a man who 
listens before responding, who 
discerns before deciding. A per-
son who remains in the presence 
of the Lord, because he cannot 
lead others to an encounter that 
he himself is not experiencing,” 
he said. “Why am I a priest? 
Does my daily life still corre-
spond to the reason why the Lord 
called me by name?”

The priest also does not assign 
all responsibilities to himself, but 

“recognises charisms, forms con-
sciences and enables the shared 
responsibility of the laity—not 
because of a lack of manpower, 
but out of fidelity to the nature of 
the Church.”

He said, “A community in 
which everything depends on the 
priest is a fragile community, and 
presiding over does not mean 
doing everything. It means fos-
tering communion, valuing the 
vitality of others, connecting peo-
ple and situations, and safeguard-
ing unity.”

Pope Leo said, “A method, 
on its own, has never converted 
anyone,” declaring that to pro-
vide concrete inspiration, “joy-
fully approved the decision to 
take the necessary steps to initi-
ate the diocesan inquiry into the 
life, virtues, and reputation for 
holiness of Monsignor Luigi Di 
Liegro,” who founded the dioc-
esan Caritas.

The monsignor, who died just 
shy of 69 years of age in 1997, 
believed one had to “see” real-
ity on the ground before building 
anything, Pope Leo said.

Monsignor Di Liegro often 
took an analytical approach to 
social problems to address their 
root causes, such as helping peo-
ple before they became homeless. 

“Poverty in the city was often 
the result of squandered money, 
unbridled consumption and inef-
ficiency,” he said in 1992.

Providing something like a 
soup kitchen was an “act of jus-
tice and a sharing of the suffer-
ings and hopes of the city’s poor 
against every temptation to fear 
the different or the foreigner,” he 
had said.

Pope Leo speaks to hundreds of diocesan leaders during an assembly at the Basilica of St. 
John Lateran September 18. Photo: CNS /Lola Gomez

Need for co-responsibility among  
priests and laity, Pope Leo says 

VATICAN (SE): On October 1, 
between 700 and 1,000 children 
from parishes and schools in 
Rome will gather together with 
Pope Leo XIV in the Vatican 
Gardens to mark the start of the 

“One Million Children Praying 
the Rosary” initiative promoted 
by Aid to the Church in Need 
(ACN).

At 5.00pm in the Lourdes 
Grotto in the Vatican, the chil-
dren and Pope Leo will pray in 
spiritual union with children, 
families, schools, and Christian 
communities across the globe, 
according to Vatican News refer-
encing a press release by ACN.

For more than two decades, 
the Pontifical Foundation ACN 
has held this initiative. However, 
for the first time ever, the “One 
Million Children Praying the 
Rosary” will last an entire week 
from October 1-7, offering com-

munities, families, and schools 
the chance to choose the day that 
best fits them. All the while, each 
community will be united in their 
prayers for peace and unity.

The Feast of Our Lady of the 
Rosary, October 7, marks the cul-
mination of the week.

The Vatican is not the only 
place where the campaign will be 
lived out. All across the globe—
from the indigenous communi-
ties in the Bolivian Amazon to 
churches in Sudan, Zimbabwe, 
Mozambique, Sierra Leone, and 
a number of other places impact-
ed by war, poverty, or insta-
bility—will join in the prayer 
campaign, Vatican News reported.

This year’s initiative is 
inspired by a message Our Lady 
gave to the young visionaries in 
Fatima, Portugal: “In the end, 
my Immaculate Heart will tri-
umph.”

Hundreds of children to 
pray the Rosary for Peace 

with Pope Leo on October 1
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